
 

 

THE CHURCH IN WALES 

YR EGLWYS YNG NGHYMRU 
 

 

Annual Vestry Report 
For year ended 

31st December 2015 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Parish Mission Prayer 

 

Father, pour out your Spirit 

upon the people of this parish, 

and grant us 

a new vision of your glory, 

a new experience of your power, 

a new faithfulness to your word, 

and a new consecration 

to your service, 

that your love 

may grow among us 

and your kingdom come; 

through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Amen. 
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PCC Report and Financial Statements 
for the year ended December 31st 2015 

 

As we come to review another year and look forward to the next twelve months, so we 
become aware of just how much for which we have to be thankful to God. We have 
continued to benefit greatly from the dedication and devotion of so many people whose 
ministries and labours have strengthened the mission of the Church in our communities. We 
have been served by a large number of individuals in so many different capacities, people 
whose love for God and his Church are immediately evident in the commitment that they 
bring to their office.  

Special mention must be made this year of our retiring Parish Warden, Linda Jenkins, who 
has now served her maximum term of office (six years).  

I believe she has discharged her duties enormously well, combining her dedication and 
commitment with faith. We wish her every blessing in her ‘retirement’, though of course we 
are not going to let her sit back and relax completely!  

Mention must also be made of Gwynne, her husband, who has made his own very 
significant contribution to the life of the parish over these years. We thank him deeply. 

During the course of the year we said sad farewells to a number of long standing, faithful 
members of our congregations who had borne their illnesses and infirmities with great 
dignity, strengthened by their remarkable faith. They will be missed. 

Every year brings its own challenges and opportunities, some of them predicted, some of 
them surprises. Financially and in terms of the soundness of our buildings we remain on a 
very firm footing, for which we have to thank the generosity of previous generations of 
worshippers and the dedicated teams who continue to look after our finance and fabric. 

Our membership, sadly, continues its slow decline, despite the number of new people who 
have been welcomed to our congregations in the last year.  

Towards the end of the year I was appointed as Area Dean of Bridgend for the second time, 
and at the time of writing bear responsibility for five parishes and ten churches. Thankfully, 
it’s a responsibility that can be shared, but the situation is indicative of the direction in 
which the Church is moving – with reducing numbers of clergy vacant posts become harder 
to fill, and the process for doing so often takes longer. 

This is just one more reason why parishes such as ours need to embrace the principles of 
Ministry Areas, as indeed we are beginning to do. Our relationship with our neighbouring 
parish of Coychurch is starting to develop, though there is a good deal of distance to be 
travelled before we can begin to think of ourselves as a single, organic unit. The need for us 
all to think in terms of ‘the Church’ rather than ‘our church’ will not go away. 

But we need not be pessimistic about the future. The PCC has begun to utilise a diagnostic 
tool – Growing Healthy Churches – to assist the parish in the task of setting priorities and 
strategic goals for the years to come. 

A great deal of excellent work continues to be done by very many different people in the 
parish, and we thank them. As long as there are people who are willing to work for the 
building up of God’s Kingdom in this place we should trust in Christ’s promises to be with us 
‘to the end of the age.’ 

The Reverend Canon Michael Komor, Rector 
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Minutes of AVM held on Sunday 26th April 2015 

Apologies: John O’Leary, Glenys O’Leary, Sue Parfitt, Tricia Davidson, Charlotte Davidson, Alexis 
Frew, Barry Williams, Gloria Williams  

 

1. The meeting was preceded with Holy Eucharist at 10:00am in St Mary Nolton 

2. The AVM opened at 1215 with Parish Prayer led by Father Michael 

3. Apologies received were read by Secretary 

4. The Rector was in the Chair and warmly welcomed everyone to the AVM 2015 

The Rector then gave his address thanking all those who have given so much in service to 
God and the Parish over the last year. Particular mention was made of Prof. John Dixon, 
who, having reached his 75th birthday, will not be continuing in his role as Rector’s Warden. 
The Parish is indebted to the service he has provided as Warden. John has always been a 
source of so much wisdom and counsel and his deep thinking and faith brings a considerable 
influence across the Parish. The Rector presented John with a small gift in token of 
appreciation for all his work as Warden. 

John thanked the three Rectors who had appointed him as Warden and the members of the 
Parish who have supported him and to his wife who has supported him so well especially 
over the last year. 

Also singled out for an expression of gratitude was Dave Sullivan who has carried out the 
role of Treasurer diligently and efficiently, never with any sign of getting flustered or 
impatient. Dave is standing down and was thanked for his years’ service, and a small token 
of gratitude was presented to Dave by the Rector. 

The Rector continued by saying that looking forward the extension of the Benefice is not yet 
apparent, but we will be working and growing together. We look forward to a time of 
exciting change in the Church with the 2012 Church in Wales Review being progressed. 

There is a lot to celebrate looking back and a lot of work and excitement going forward 
which we hope to achieve with God’s help. 

5. Minutes of previous Annual Vestry Meeting as published in Annual Report were received by 
the AVM and accepted as a true record  

6. The Annual Report had been issued, thanks to those who had submitted reports on Parish 
groups and activities. No questions were raised on the Mission of the Church. 

7. David Sullivan (Treasurer) presented the report on the Parish Financial Accounts for 2015 as 
presented in Annual report  

This was an unusual year following the surrender of the Nolton Institute lease by 
MacDonalds. The property was eventually sold and the proceeds were held in a holding 
account managed by RB until a new investment property was purchased in Autumn 2014. 

  The loss in value of assets due to the sale was considerably less than if we had to pay to 
repair and reinstate the property. We are now receiving rental income for the retail property 
purchased in Leominster. 

Income from Nolton Hall rental increased due to the hard work of the Parish Administrator. 
The current financial outlook for the Parish is more than satisfactory. Dave thanked the team 
of counters who carry out that work every week and thanks to John & Glenys O’Leary for 
carrying out the Audit of expenditure regularly.  

In response to a question re the Leominster property, Dave explained it is a retail outlet let 
on a long term lease to a large pharmaceutical retail chain. 
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8. Elections: 
Linda Jenkins was elected People’s Warden 
Glenda Davies was appointed Rector’s Warden 
Dave Godin was elected Subwarden at Brackla 
Gaynor Coles was appointed subwarden at Brackla 
Nader Omidvar was elected Subwarden at Coity 
Fred Custerson was appointed Subwarden at Coity 
There was no nomination for Subwarden at Nolton 
Keith Jones was appointed Sub Warden at Nolton 
There was no ballot for PCC as there were only17 nominations, all were elected 
All Sidespersons listed were appointed  

9. The Vestry agreed to ask Ewan Grant to continue as Independent examiner of its accounts,  

10. The meeting was declared Closed at 12:21 

 
 

 

 

 

Living Faith Course 

The Living Faith group continues to meet fortnightly for our regular bible study. This year we 
have been studying the Old Testament. It was a broad ranging study that included Creation, 
Early Israel, the Prophets, Psalms and Proverbs. We learned a great deal from this study, not 
least how much we do not know about the Old Testament!  

The group continues to have lively and interesting discussions around the subject, often 
with as many viewpoints as there are people in the group! Most of the group are now 
working on essays related to the Old Testament which, if previous standards have been 
maintained, will be a pleasure to mark. It is a privilege to lead such a committed and lively 
group and to see them develop in both knowledge and faith.  

They have worked through concepts that are challenging to either faith, intellect or both 
and have come through with a stronger, more mature faith as a result. Well done to all… 
only two more modules to go! 

Glenda Davies 

 

Coity Sunday Club 

The number of children attending was slightly reduced, in the period from April to July 2015, 
the average attendance, during that time, being 13 children per week. We continue to fight 
the good fight against football, swimming, hockey, netball and drama activities, for the 
Sunday morning time slot.  However, it has been encouraging to see several children 
starting in Coity Sunday Club, via the Play & Praise activities. After a slow start in September 
2016, the number attending increased, with the average in the period January to March 
2016, rising to 17 children per week. The fairly even balance in the ratio of boys to girls has 
been maintained, although, for the “Regular” attendees, the boys : girls ratio is significantly 
lower, while the opposite is the case for the “frequent” attendees. The following table 
represents the current position since January 2016: 
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 Regular Frequent Occasional Rarely  Total 

Total 14  11  6  5  36 

Girls 10  4  4  2  20 

Boys 4  7  2  3  16 

 

There were also 5 children who have only been once – but we continue to hope for their 
return. Our lowest attendance was 5 children, although that was on 3rd January 2016, 
when, officially, Sunday Club had not been scheduled to open. The highest attendance was 
29 children, on 12th July 2015.  The older members’ attendance has been less frequent, as 
they approach GCSE Mock exams and the final exams loom on the horizon, but our previous 
record of 31 children in attendance on one Sunday, may yet be broken. 

Despite missing several weeks, due to a sports injury and illness, Kathryn Titley’s attendance 
total is still significantly ahead of the others, having reached 405 weeks, at the time of this 
report. Megan Fairchild is in second place, having recently passed the 300 weeks mark and 
Rachel Ellis is currently on 296 weeks. Commendations for best attendance in 2015 /16 have 
to go to Rhys Fairchild (38 weeks out of a possible 43 weeks) and Ali Taylor (35 weeks – but 
all the more impressive when one takes into consideration that she attends a church service 
with her school, on 6 or 7 Sunday mornings per year). Lara Omidvar manages to share 
herself out, between Sunday Club and the Choir and, including both activities, Lara has 
attended 31 times since last Easter.  Lara is now able to take communion, having completed 
the preparation course, with Revd Jayne and myself, in October 2015. 

The introduction of the puppet ministry has raised much interest among the older Sunday 
Club members and we have seen some very talented performances from Emily, Kathryn, 
Megan, Rachel and Rhys, in the past year.  Much is owed to Rose Edwards and Hollie Evans 
for their considerable skill with the puppets and for their ability to stage-manage and 
interpret the song lyrics and to Revd Jayne, for her continuing support and her evident “red 
coat” entertainment skills and knowledge. We are also extremely grateful to all of the other 
adult puppeteers who are involved, especially Anne Komor (Academy Award nominated for 
best actor for “the Tramp” in the Harvest Services) and Philippa Coulson (nominated for her 
brilliant characterization of Eddie the Donkey). 

We continue to start each Sunday Club session with our prayer circle and then with one or 
two “action songs”, which are very popular with children of all ages, although it is evident 
that the requested tempo for the songs is usually inversely proportional to age! 

The Operation Christmas Child Cake Sale was held on 27th September 2015and raised an 
incredible £275.96 (the generosity of the congregation and the Sunday Club parents never 
ceases to amaze!), which enabled Sue Morgan to fill 21 shoe boxes for Samaritan’s Purse. 
We don’t yet know where our shoe boxes were sent, in 2015, but we were provided with a 
DVD, showing recipients of our 2014 shoe boxes, which had been received in Belarus. 

The Christmas party was held on 19th December 2015 and was attended by 25 children, 
from Coity Sunday Club, 7 from Play & Praise and 3 from Brackla Sunday Club. The party 
included a performance by the puppets. Thanks again to Santa for bringing along the 
selection packs and for taking time to talk to each child. 

Glenda’s extensive responsibilities as Churchwarden have meant that she is unable to 
remain on the Sunday Club teaching rota.  The current rota has Susan and Louise sharing the 
teaching work with the 6 years old and under group, with Sue Morgan and myself leading 
the 7 years and older children. We rely very much on the support of Caroline, Carolyn, 
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Dawn, Enid, Jean, Lynne and Margaret. We still have a “family” feel to our activities, with 
several parents and grandparents staying with their children. We are also greatly indebted 
to Mair Cripps, for helping the children to make flower arrangements for Mothering Sunday 
and Advent candles / table decorations, every year. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of the above-named for their help and support, without which Coity Sunday Club 
could not operate. And, finally, a special mention for Andrew Griffiths, who regularly helps 
me to put things away and carries bags, boxes and puppet stage timbers, etc., to and from 
my car or into church. 

Chris Nash 

Coity Church Choir 

The choir continues to lead the worship on Sunday mornings, occasionally at Evensong and 
Taizé services, and at Morning Prayer once a month. It has been a particular pleasure to 
support the children’s Eucharist services.  

During the year the choir sang at 16 weddings and joined with Nolton choir for joint parish 
services. In February the choir held their annual dinner at The Old Cottage in Bridgend. In 
March the choir took part in the parish Musicathon when over £1000 was raised for charity. 

The choir hosted one of the lunches during Lent and Advent and made donations to Y 
Bwthyn (£250), Breatheasy (£250), Musicathon (£100) and the Archbishop’s Fund for 
Children (£50). 

Once again the choir supported the Christmas Tree Festival with a tree highlighting the 
plight of refugees, and contributed to the music programme on the final day of the festival. 
Thanks again to Sharron for her artistic talent and to all who contributed to decorating the 
tree. 

The service of nine lessons and carols was held as usual on Advent 4 and began with the 
customary lantern procession. The soloist was Emily Taylor-Davies, our newly created head 
chorister. It was good to see two former head choristers join us for the Midnight Mass. 

The choir is indebted to our regular organists Russell Lock, Hilary Johns and Joanne Blackwell 
and to Susan Hawthorn and Liz James for stepping in when required. 

My personal thanks to the choir and organists for their commitment and support of all our 
activities and to the clergy and congregation for their encouragement. 

Mari Dixon 

Nolton Church Choir 

The choir continues to support Eucharist and Evensong services on each Sunday through the 
year. In 2015, anthems were sung in Lent, on Palm Sunday, Easter Day and Harvest Festival. 

Services of Nine Lessons and Carols are the highlight of the year and these were held at 
Easter and at Christmas. At the Christmas service the choir sang four special items of 
Christmas music as well as leading all the usual congregational carols. The choir also sang at 
the Live Music performances at the Tree Festival early in December. 

In October, Bryn Williams retired from the choir after nearly 89 years’ service as a chorister. 
A presentation was made to him at Evensong on October 11. 
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My thanks go to Father Michael for his support and encouragement in all that we do for the 
music at St Mary, Nolton. 

John Davies 

Coity Church Bellringers 

Members 
This year we had two new members join us Rose Edwards and Anna Sydor. The Membership 
now comprises 12 Adults and 1 Student who are all members of the Llandaff and 
Monmouth diocesan association of Church Bell Ringers. We ring for Morning and Evening 
services also for Weddings. 

Ringing Trips 
1. Spring Trip on Saturday 18th April we rang at Llantwit Major (6 Bells) and visited the 
newly opened Chapel. Then on to Llancarfan (6Bells) to ring and then to view the historic 
wall paintings, which unfortunately were partially shrouded in tarpaulins. Lunch was then 
enjoyed at the Aubrey arms. 

2. Summer trip on Saturday August 29th we visited the Monmouthshire area. We rang at St. 
Dinigat and St. Mary, Dinestow (6 bells), St. Cadoc, Llangattock (6Bells). (To gain access a 
combination lock had to be unlocked, we did not have the numbers!! The ringing chamber 
windows did not have any glass and must be rather chilly in the winter.) St. Bridget, 
Skenfrith (6 Bells) and St. Nicholas Grosmont  (6Bells).Lunch was at The Angel Inn Grosmont 
where we sat in the sun.  

Weddings 
We rang for 18 weddings at Coity, 2 at Laleston, 1 at Newton Nottage and 1 at St. Mary Hill. 

Hand Bells 
The Hand Bell team practice 
regularly during the winter 
months. We rang at Nolton in 
the 12 hour Musicathon on 
the 25th April and for the 
Christmas Tree Festival on 
the 5th of December (We also 
entered a tree)  also for the 
Carol service at Coity on the 
20th December. 

Peals and Quarter Peals 
None were rang during the 
year. 

Tower and Church Open Day 
On Saturday 4th July DVDs were shown of ringing. The tower was not open as for H&S 
reasons. You need at least 10 ringers to be present and we could not manage that number 
on the day. It was very disappointing in the lack of visitors from the Fete possibly due to no 
Tower Bells calling them. 

Striking Competition 
This year it was held at Llantwit Major on the 9th May, but we did not enter. 
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Social Events 
Our AGM was held at the Sycamore inn on Wednesday 1st April followed by an excellent 
meal. 

On Wednesday 12th August the ringers enjoyed a meal together at the Cherry Laurel pub.  

On Wednesday 16th December a “Nibbles Night” was held in the tower washed down with 
Bucks Fizz. 

On Friday the 4th December the Annual Christmas Dinner was held at the Sycamore Inn for 
some 18 ringers and friends, including Barry and Marice. We enjoyed an excellent meal in 
good company. 

New Year 
We finished the year in the traditional way by ringing out the old year, striking midnight 
then ringing in the New Year. Celebrated with Mince Pies and Bucks Fizz. 

Thank You 
Many thanks to the Ringers for their support at practice, weddings and Church services 
throughout the year. To Mel for the events at the Sycamore Inn and Treasurer duties. To 
Philip and Philippa for arranging the summer ringing trip. To Rowena our Tower Secretary. 

Practice Times 
Tower bells on Wednesdays 7.15 to 8.45 p.m. ; Hand bells on Sundays 4.45 to 5.30p.m. 
(during the Winter months).  

Service Ringing on Sundays 
Morning 9.00 to 9.30 a.m. Evening 5.30 to 6.00 p.m. 

If anyone would like to ring please contact me on 01656 659741 or in Church. 

Fred Custerson Tower Captain  

Parish Recorder Group 

The parish recorder groups continue to meet weekly during term time.  

Our beginners are keen and have progressed to the point where we need to find another 
name for the group. It has a mix of age ranges, including many children who are learning 
alongside their parents or grandparents. These players have performed in public on a 
number of occasions through the year, including the highly successful Musicathon in April 
which raised over £1400 for Making Music Changing Lives. We are always very pleased to 
welcome new members.  

The more advanced group plays a wide range of music on descant, treble, tenor and bass 
recorders, and it has been a delight to see members develop their talent over a period of 
years, to the point where there are some very skilled and able musicians among their 
number, particularly the younger members. 

I would like to thank the members for their continued weekly support and also those 
additional players who help us out for special events. Also, thanks to Elizabeth Mitchell for 
sitting in as another adult supervisor, and to Jo Blackwell for providing piano 
accompaniment whenever she is asked. 

Anne Komor 
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Mothers’ Union 

The Mothers’ Union branch of this parish remains very strong. 

There are two meetings a month, the first on the second Thursday with our Corporate 
Communion service held in Nolton at 10am. This is then followed by fellowship in the Hall. 

Our second meeting is held on the third Tuesday of the month, in the Dunraven Room in 
Nolton Hall at 2pm, when we have a speaker or some other items of interest, eg a Quiz, 
Cream Tea, Harvest Tea, Carols and Readings, and also our annual Day Trip in September. 
We also now hold a Branch Dinner in a restaurant of our choice.  

The Bridgend Deanery holds special services during the year. The Deanery Festival is always 
held at the beginning of May and Advent Service in early December. A minibus is generally 
hired for these services. 

Primarily the MU is dedicated to prayer and worship, and to commending Christian ideals of 
marriage and family life in society. This is not an easy task these days, but it remains one 
that is worthwhile. 

We pray that the year ahead will bring many blessings to us as a group, and we do welcome 
anyone who is interested in joining us. 

Mary Phillips 

Tuesday Fellowship 

Tuesday Fellowship continues to flourish, meeting on the second Tuesday of the month in 
Coity Hall. It is open to all members of the congregations. The annual programme, although 
similar in style each year, offers a variety of different talks and activities each session. 
During 2015 Dr Charlotte Davidson gave an illustrated talk entitled Mountains, Medicine 
and More when she described her ascent of Kilimanjaro and talked about her experiences in 
the local African medical services. Ann and Tom Turner showed us pictures and shared 
experiences of their cruise to Iceland. The annual Lenten service was held in March followed 
by Simnel cake and fellowship in the hall. A fish and chip supper and AGM was held in June. 
After the summer break Mike Club gave an illustrated talk on the Welsh arsenal which 
flourished in Bridgend during the war and in November Gareth Jones introduced us, in 
words and pictures, to the Glyndwr Society. December saw us in the customary Christmas 
Party and our very own Christmas Bake-Off. 

Grateful thanks to all who help in the organisation of Tuesday Fellowship but mainly thanks 
to those who always come back for more! 

Remember Tuesday Fellowship is open to all. Everyone is warmly welcomed. 

John Dixon 

John Dixon 

Coity Church Flower Club 

We continued our programme from Christmas 2014 into2015 with our usual monthly talks 
and practice evenings Our annual trip took place in May when we visited Gareth Richards at 
his farm in Llandyssul. Gareth who is often seen on S4C as a cookery demonstrator 
welcomed us with coffee and home-made biscuits followed by a cookery demonstration We 
then enjoyed a delicious 3 course lunch made by Gareth, which was followed in the 
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afternoon with a flower demonstration again by Gareth, but before leaving for home we 
were given afternoon tea. It was declared the day had been a delight and we were all full of 
admiration for all Gareth’s talents. We also had a visit to Salisbury Cathedral in September 
to see Magna Flora a flower festival to celebrate 800 years of the Magna Carta.  

The AGM was held in July. The committee were thanked for their continued support and re-
elected Ann Thomas was due to take up the chairmanship of the club in October and I was 
honoured to be elected as President. Later I was presented with a beautiful pashmina as a 
thank you for 30 yrs. as chair person. I thank everyone for all the support and friendships I 
have had. However Mair Stockford and I continue to teach at practice evenings and support 
Ann. 

We agreed to donate £100 to The Air Ambulance fund and £100 to the Raynauds’ and 
scleroderma association, also we continue to support The Ola During Hospital in Sierra 
Leone. We received £150 from Peggy Little’s estate. As usual we decorate the church weekly 
and for festivals In June we had the privilege of decorating Coity church for Peter Komor and 
Charlotte Davies’ wedding. Once again we provided a stall for the parish autumn fayre and a 
tree for the Christmas tree festival. 

Linda Garret from Abergavenny gave us an enjoyable Christmas demonstration in November 
and the year ended with our Christmas party.  

We meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm in the church hall and new members 
are always welcome.  

Mair Cripps 

Report on Conferences 

Diocesan Conference 

Two Diocesan Conferences were held during the year. The first was a single-item meeting in 
May, to discern the Conference’s opinion on the three options presented as part of the 
consultation on same-sex marriages. There was overwhelming support among delegates for 
Option 1 – to allow same-sex marriages to take place in our churches (with the permission 
of the Incumbent of the parish).  

However, when the issue was subsequently voted upon at the September meeting of the 
Governing Body, while there was a simple majority in favour of Option 1 there was an 
insufficient number to allow the Bill to proceed. The Bench of Bishops is now considering 
the next steps. 

The second Diocesan Conference, held at the usual time of the last Saturday in September, 
also took place in St John’s Church in Wales Comprehensive School, Aberdare.  

There was a number of presentations given, including an outline of the new structure for 
theological training in Wales by means of the new St Padarn’s Institute. This will tie together 
the provision made through St Michael’s, Llandaff, and the work being done in the north of 
the province.  

Students from the Bishop of Llandaff Church in Wales Comprehensive School gave a very 
accomplished and slick presentation on how they had drawn up their Mission Statement.  

The Conference was also updated by Bishop David on the theological underpinning of the 
new NSM(L) ministry, who used the enlightening illustrated of ‘hefted sheep’ (look it up!). 

A presentation was also given on the development of the Covenant within Wales.  
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In addition to the usual statutory business there was an election hustings for those seeking 
to be elected to the Governing Body. 

Deanery Conference 

An evening was held at Nolton Church Hall on 19th November 2015 led by the Alzheimer’s 
Society. A talk was given on building Dementia Friendly Communities. 

Fabric Committee – 2015 

Rolling Programme  

Completed on the schedules were the annual service contracts for both churches and halls 
as follows: fire alarms, fire extinguishers, gas boilers, water heaters and cookers together 
with certificates; lightning conductor tests and certificates; grass cutting, portable electrical 
testing; empty cess pit Coity hall; Coity church clock servicing; organ servicing.  

Coity Church Replaced broken and missing slates; tower re-point copings; re-point door 
surround to tower; second lightning conductor installed.  

Nolton Church Reset grass concrete block in driveway; re-point walls in lime mortar to base 
of spire west face, re-point crack in windowsill north side, re-point crack west side vestry 
door; re-bed flagstones and steps, north entrance; second lightning conductor installed; 
new lighting installed; asbestos ceiling in old boiler room removed and replaced with 
plasterboard.  

Remedial Work completed  

Coity Church Tower roof walls waterproofed; bells checked over; missing wire netting fitted 
over tower louvers; leaking radiator in vestry replaced.  

Coity Hall Toilet cistern, pan and tap repaired; leak between cistern and pan repaired; 
gutters cleaned out; toilet siphon replaced; entrance wall, loose coping stones re-bedded.  

Coity Churchyard Call out to remove fallen tree which was blocking the entrance; replaced 
broken hinges on rear shed; leaf blower repaired and serviced; moss, ivy and weeds sprayed 
with weed killer; silver birch sapling replaced (donated)  

Nolton Church Replaced vestry water heater; leaking and rotten wooden window frame 
replaced on spire west side; organ electric motor replaced f.o.c. asbestos survey completed.  

Nolton Hall Water heater and central heating leak repaired; leaking radiator valves 
replaced; kitchen sink drainpipe replaced.  

Nolton Churchyard Ivy and weeds sprayed with weedkiller.  

Fred Custerson Chairman 

And that’s not all… 

In addition to the formal activities listed above the parish is engaged in a full range of 
pastoral ministries (including teams for Home Communions, Visiting and Befriending Teams, 
hospital visiting), discussion and study groups at Lent and other times of the year, 
preparation for Baptism, Communion, Confirmation and Marriage, etc. We also have links 
with nearly all the Primary Schools in the parish. 

Ecumenically we have involvement in projects in Bridgend such as Street Pastors, Solid Rock 
Youth Café, FoodBank, and the Wallich charity for the homeless. As members of the 
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Bridgend Churches Together we share in joint acts of witness and discussions about matters 
of mutual concern, and also fund raise, with other churches, for Christian Aid.  
We participate each year in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

 

 

Description of the Parish 

The Parish is part of the Town of Bridgend, together with its adjoining areas of Wildmill, 
Litchard, the Village of Coity and Brackla. It is part of the Deanery of Bridgend, which is 
within the Diocese of Llandaff and the Province of the Church in Wales. The Parish is a 
Registered Charity - 1135927 

Dedication of Churches 

The Parish Church is dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin and is situated in the Village of Coity. 

The daughter Church is also dedicated to St. Mary and is situated very close to the Town 
Centre in the area of the Town known as Nolton. 

The third Church, also dedicated to St. Mary, is situated within the Archdeacon John Lewis 
Church In Wales Voluntary Aided Primary School, on the Brackla Estate. 

Objectives 

The Church in Wales is a Province within the Anglican Communion and as such has the task 
of advancing the Christian Religion, through worldwide Mission. The Parochial Church 
Council is required to ensure that the life and work of the churches within their Parish is 
fulfilled both locally and further afield. 

The PCC is not a body corporate. Its composition, procedures and powers are set out and 
regulated by the Constitution of the Church in Wales. This is amended from time to time to 
keep pace with changing times. It is set up under Section 3(1) of the Welsh Churches Acts of 
1914. Elections to serve on the Parochial Church Council take place at the Annual Vestry 
Meeting. 

The Representative Body of the Church in Wales holds lands and property, which includes 
the churches of Coity and Nolton, their contents and churchyards. It also acts on behalf of 
the Province for paying stipends to full time clergy. 

The PCC is responsible for promoting the mission of the Church, the parochial budget, all 
expenditure, the care and maintenance of church fabric and churchyards and also for acting 
on any matter referred to in the Constitution. The Council is the normal channel of 
communication between parishioners and the Bishop of the Diocese. 

With regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit and the advancement 
of religion, we try to enable people in our communities to live out their faith as part of our 
parish through: worship and prayer; learning about the Gospel, and developing their 
knowledge, faith and trust in Jesus; providing pastoral care for the people of the parish; and 
engaging in missionary and outreach work. To facilitate this work we consider it vital that 
we maintain the fabric of our three churches and two church halls. 
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Administrative Information 

Incumbent:  The Revd Canon Michael Komor, The Rectory,  
Merthyr Mawr Road North, Bridgend CF31 3NH 

Ministerial Team With the above: Asst Curates the Revds Jayne Shaw and 
Pauline Smith; Readers – Dr J Dixon, Mr H Jones, Mrs C 
Judd, Mr P Craven 

Independent Examiner Mr Ewan Grant, c/o the Parish Office 
 (Assisted by John & Glenys O’Leary, c/o the Parish Office) 

Bankers H.S.B.C. Bank Plc, 13 Dunraven Place, Bridgend 

Professional Advisers Davies Sutton Architects: Penhevad Studios,  
Penhevad Street, Cardiff, South Glamorgan CF11 7LU 

Members of the Parochial Church Council for 2015/2016 

Clergy: Fr. Michael Komor, the Revds Jayne Shaw and Pauline 
Smith  

Ex Officio: Gaynor Coles, Fred Custerson, Glenda Davies, John Dixon, 
David Godin, Linda Jenkins, Keith Jones, Nader Omidvar 

Elected: Joanne Blackwell, Stuart Davidson, Christine Judd, Chris 
Merkins, Ann Parfitt, Janet Gravenor, David Sullivan, 
Rosemary Edwards, Philippa Coulson, Alexis Frew, Tom 
Turner, Ann Turner, Iona Logan, Mel Oglesbee, Huw Jones, 
Brian Harrison, Aeron Williams 

PCC Secretary  Stuart Davidson 
Churchwardens Glenda Davies (Rector’s Warden),  

Linda Jenkins (People’s Warden) 
Sub wardens Fred Custerson, Nader Omidvar (Coity), Keith Jones,  

Gaynor Coles, David Godin (Brackla) 
Parish Treasurer Mel Oglesbee 
Safeguarding Officer Alexis Frew 
Health & Safety Officers Fred Custerson (Coity), Angela Roberts (Nolton Hall),  

Rector (Nolton Church) 

Organisation of Parochial Church Council 

The Parochial Church Council is at present organised into sub committees, which carry out 
the duties and business assigned to it by the parent body. All the deliberations and 
recommendations of the Sub Committees are brought back to the PCC for ratification 
and/or authorisation. Membership of the sub committees is decided at the first full meeting 
of the PCC after the Annual Vestry Meeting, each year. The PCC met as a full body on nine 
occasions during 2015.  
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The Mission Sub Committee 

The Committee was formed at the first full PCC meeting following the 2015 AVM, and 
considered how to take forward the Growing Healthy Churches initiative. One of the results 
was a successful PCC away day in September. 

The Communications Sub Committee 

This Committee picked up on the work of the equivalent Committee that had ceased to 
function a couple of years ago. Its principal focus is the setting up of a parish Facebook page, 
work which is ongoing. 

The Events Sub Committee 

Organises the annual Autumn Fayre and occasional other social events. 

Finance Sub Committee 

The Committee prepares budgets for the forthcoming year and keeps a watching brief on all 
income and expenditure throughout the year. It also prepares budgetary advice on specific 
items referred to it by the PCC. The Parish Treasurer presents a written financial report to 
the PCC at each meeting. 

Fabric Sub Committee  

The Committee normally meets prior to each PCC meeting. Its business, like all sub 
committees, is minuted and presented for approval by the parent body. It is authorised to 
spend up to £1000 on urgent items, without further approval by the PCC. The Committee 
has a pro-active concern for the fabric of the churches, churchyards, church halls, boundary 
walls and houses of the assistant clergy. It also considers in detail and prepares budgets for 
items referred to it by the PCC. Under the guidance of its chairman it also ensures a prompt 
response to all recommendations resulting from Quinquennial Inspections.  

Electoral Roll 

The Electoral Roll has been reviewed for 2016. The current number on roll is 104. 
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Parish Sunday Services 

St. Mary’s Coity: 
8am   Holy Eucharist (4th Sunday of the month) 
9:30am  Sung Eucharist - (with Sunday School meeting at the same time) 

(Morning Prayer on 4th Sunday) 6pm    
Evensong  (Taizé on 1st Sunday every second month) 

 
St. Mary Nolton 

8am   Holy Eucharist (Except 4th Sunday of the month) 
11am   Sung Eucharist 
6pm  Evensong 
 

St. Mary Brackla 
9:30 am  Café Church (1st and 3rd Sundays), Holy Eucharist other Sundays  
(with Sunday School meeting at the same time on Eucharist Sundays) 
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the Parochial Church Council 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Parochial Church Council 
I report on the Financial Statements of the Parish of Coity, Nolton and Brackla, Bridgend for 
the year ended 31 December 2015.  
 
Respective responsibilities of Parochial Church Council and Examiner 
As the Parochial Church Council, you are responsible for preparing the Financial Statements: 
you consider that the audit requirement of section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act), 
as amended by s.28 of the Charities Act 2006 does not apply. It is my responsibility to state, 
on the basis of procedures specified in the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners under section 43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have come to 
my attention.  
 
Basis of Independent Examiner’s Report 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 
Charity Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by 
the Parochial Church Council and a comparison of the Financial Statements presented with 
those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
Financial Statements, and seeking explanations from you as Parochial Church Council 
members concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 
evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently I do not express an audit 
opinion on the view given by the financial statements.  
 
Independent Examiner’s Statement 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the 

requirements 
a. to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and 
b. to prepare Financial Statements which accord with the accounting records and to 

comply with the accounting requirements of the Act have not been met: or 
(2)  to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the Financial Statements to be reached.  
 
Independent Examiner 
E Grant        
Date: 2016 
Name: Ewan Grant 
Qualification: ACA (ICAEW) 
Address: c/o The Parish Office, Merthyrmawr Road, Bridgend CF31 3NH 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31.12.2015 
INCOME 

 
  Unrestricted Restricted Total 2015 2014 
Direct Giving Planned Notes £ £ £ £ £ 
Nolton Planned Giving  2,039   2,039 2504 
Coity Planned Giving  1,198   1,198 1376 
Brackla Planned Giving  5   5 15 
Nolton Gift Aid  22,076   22,076 20365 
Coity Gift Aid  23,380   23,380 21857 
Brackla Gift Aid  3,324   3,324 2829 
Nolton Loose  8,065   8,065 5566 
Coity Loose  3625   3625 4440 

Brackla Loose  385   385 349 
One off Gift Aids  50   50 0 
TOTAL  64,147   64,147 59301 
Indirect Giving       
Tax Refunds  9,396   9,396 17385 
Gifts & Legacies 1,2,3 2384 4977  7361 1835 
Investment Income 1(a),2  4100  4100 9014 
Churchyard Account 8  600  600 857 
Parish News Adverts  250   250 540 
Special Collections 5 4536 2,497  7033 2927 
Wedding fees 7  7,010  7,010 4323 
Fee Share 7  7,878  7,878 0 
Funeral Fees   1,040  1,040 0 
Grant Aid 16  1,500  1,500 0 
Parish Office  193   193 79 
Autumn Fayre   1,281  1,281 1081 
Other Fund Raising  254   254 5014 
Parish Share Refund 9 21,671   21,671 4312 
Insurance Claim  0   0 0 
Misc. Refunds 7 1339   1,339  
Misc. Receipts 7 3005   3005 7675 
TOTAL     73911 55042 
Parish organisations       
Coity Bell Ringers   2711  2711 2058 
Mothers' Union   867  867 893 
Tuesday Fellowship   317  317 347 
Ladies Fellowship   475  475 441 
Coity Flower Club   995  995 845 
Total   5365  5365 4584 
Rents/Income       
Nolton Institute   9,140   9,140 13710 
Leominster  30,958   30,958 0 
Coity Hall  12,423   12,423 12054 
Nolton Hall  33989   33989 44035 
Car Park  4150   4150 5398 

Total   90,660   90,660 75197 

     234083 19412 
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EXPENDITURE 

  Unrestricted Restricted Total 2015 2014 
 Notes £ £ £ £ £ 
Parish Share  102,333   102,333 85491 
Contribution to Curates Stipends  1,193   1,193 2994 
Fee Share   8,079  8,079  
TOTAL  103,526 8079  111,605 88485 

Maintenance of Church Buildings & Churchyards     
Rates  4,702   4,702 6847 
Heat Light Cleaning  24094   24094 23085 
Insurance  4,270   4,270 5697 
Churchyards 8 3,788 788  4,576 5538 
Repairs/Renewals 8 6276   6276 10341 
nonrecurring items of expenditure  0   0 7545 
Non Recurring Major items of 
expenditure 

10 24,000   24,000 0 

Parochial Expenses of Clerics 11 6,761   6,761 12200 
Choirs, Organs Junior Church 12 4,578   4,578 4389 
TOTAL  78,469 788  79,257 75642 
Administration       
Stationary/Printing  2517   2517 6206 
Vestments/Literature  499   499 166 
Service books  0   0 105 
Candles wines Wafers  1,288   1,288 983 
Bank Charges  105   105 71 
Parish Office/stationary  4079   4079 1182 
Cost of Fund Raising  371   371 379 
Brackla Church  3,022   3,022 3000 
Cleaning Materials  4,107   4,107 4648 
Charitable Donations 13 1372 9071  10,443 10996 
Salaries/Wages/HMRC  26,574   26,574 20463 
Miscellaneous  6689   6689 6792 
TOTAL  50623 9071  59694 54991 
Other Parish Organisations       
Coity Bell Ringers   2,298  2,298 2058 
Mothers' Union   1,055  1,055 893 
Ladies Fellowship   320  320 442 
Tuesday Fellowship   352  352 355 
Coity Flower Club   805  805 788 
   89  89  
   4919  4919 4584 
       
TOTAL EXPENDITURE     255475 223730 
SALE OF PROPERTY     (34357) (35130) 
NET INCOME/ EX[ENDITURE     (55749) (64736) 
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 Notes 2015  2015 2014 
Fixed Tangible Assets      
Fenwick Drive   0  0 175,000 
Church Hall Nolton   638,000  638,000 638,000 
Church Hall Coity   507,678  507,678 507,678 
Leominster   447500  447500  
Total   1593178  1593178 1320678 
Investment       
       
   £  £ £ 
The Glyn Cule Jenkins Trust 14  10676   10676 
Roland & Ann Davies Fund (N) (15) b i  241276   241,276 
E.M. Price-jones (15)   11541   11541 
Roland & Ann Davies Fund (C) (15) b ii  241276   241,276 
Total   504769   504769 
       
Current Assets       
RBC in W Sale of assets fund (15) f  266489   573,346 
Cash at Bank - Current A/C   17,112   42,477 
Cash at Bank - Deposit A/C   41   41 
COIF Charities Deposit A/C   47,590   47,484 
       
Thomas Sisters Trust (15) a  20,429   20,383 
Betty Mavis Ingram Fund (15) c  28,901   28,837 
The John & Barbara Ladbrooke 
Fund 

(15) d  15,333   15,299 

Coity Bell Ringers   829   436 
Mothers' Union   389   577 
Tuesday Fellowship   176   210 
Ladies Fellowship   692   537 
Coity Flower Club   513   323 
YCC   0   89 
Total   398494   730039 
       
Total Current Assets       
Less: Current Liabilities       
Cheques Not Presented   0   (3276) 
       
Net Assets   2496441   2552210 
       
       
Represented by:       
Accumulated Parish Fund:   2552190   2616926 
EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE OVER 
INCOME 

  -55749   (64736) 

Balance at 01/01/2015   2496441   2552190 
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 Notes Relating to the Financial Statement for the Year Ended  
31st December 2015 

1. Accounting policies 

a) The statement has been prepared paying due regarding to the requirements of the 
Charity Commissioners and the Church in Wales accounting regulations 

 

b) The receipts and payments basis of accounting has been adopted. 

 

c) Freehold property. The church buildings, their contents and churchyards are vested 

in the Representative Body of the Church in Wales. Consequently, none of these 

form part of the assets of the parish 

I. Nolton Institute was sold during 2014 and the proceeds from the lease were placed in 

a special fund held by the Representative Body of the Church in Wales and they paid 

out an income until March 2015 

II. A property at Leominster was purchased for £442,026 on 29/01/2015 but we did not 

start to receive any income until March 2015 

III. Coity Church Hall was inspected on behalf of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group On 

the 7th December 2006 and is stated at their recommended valuation of £495,023 for 

the building and £12,655 for the contents. 

IV. Nolton Church Hall was inspected on behalf of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group 

On the 7th December 2006 and is stated at their recommended valuation of £595,000 

for the building and £43,000 for the contents 

V. Fenwick Drive was sold and completed on 15/10/2015 and after costs we received 

£140,513 proceeds from the sale after expenses, were placed in a special fund held 

by the Representative Body of the Church in Wales alongside of the money held from 

the Nolton Institute and another property is being looked for to invest in 

VI. No provision has been made for depreciation of the Church halls and Leominster. 

Addition and replacements to the Church Halls contents are generally charged to 

funds as current expenditure 

d) Office equipment. All equipment has been charged in full to expenditure in the year 
of purchase.  

e)         
f) Restricted Funds. Restricted Funds represent: 

i) Income from trusts or endowments that may be used only on the objects provided for 

in the terms of the trust or bequest. 

ii) Donations or Grants received for a specific object or invited by the Parochial Church 

Council for a specific object: The fund may then be used in relation to the specific 

object for which they have been given. Any balance must be carried forward as a 

balance on the fund. 

g) Designated Funds. Designated funds represent funds made available by the 

Parochial Church Council out of general funds for the specific purpose designated 
when the fund is established 

 
2. Restricted funds income includes: 

          Advent 3 collection 
          Gifts and legacies specifying a particular use (see note) 
          Tax refunds on gifts specifying a particular use 
          Special collections e.g. Christian Aid Sight Savers (see note 12 note 5) 
       Monies received for the maintenance of churchyards 
 
3. Gifts and legacies 

No legacies were given during the year but the parish received other gifts totalling £2,384                                                    
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4. Investment income is broken down as follows   

           £     

Legacy interest       4100 
Bank Interest         0___   
Total         4100 

 
5.  Special Collections 

Collections were taken for 38 charities during the year totalling £9071(see note 12) 
The Advent lunches & Christmas Tree Festival Donations (see note 6) we dispersed 
in the New Year which would have exceeded our £10,000 target 

 
6.  Fund raising 

Lent Lunches receipts £604    Paid to nominated Charities £604            
Advent Lunches Receipts £338   Paid to nominated Charities £320           
Christmas Tree Festival Receipts  £2339 Paid to nominated Charities £2339       

 
7. Miscellaneous receipts:   Unrestricted Funds  Restricted Funds  

       £   £ 
Funeral Fees                     1,040     

 Fee Share                                      7,878 
Wedding Fees        7,010  

 Miscellaneous Refunds         1,339                           0  
Other miscellaneous                3005                          0                                
Total                                                         5384                         14,888             

*The hall catering takes in all food purchased for activities relating to the church. The refunds 
include refunds of 50% wedding fee on cancellations of weddings  
 

8. Repairs / Renewals expenditure: 
These are carried out and paid for as required. This year the total expenditure                             
was £10852          £ 
Nolton Church      5374 
Coity Church        2686 
Nolton Hall           1689 
Coity Hall             1103 
 

9. Refunds. This is the amount we receive for prompt payment of parish share £4275 from the 

RB and from Coychurch £17397 for their element of the parish share  
 
10. Non Recurring Major Items of expenditure 

       £ 

Refurbishment           24,000 
This was the renewal of lighting at Nolton Church. We have had grants from Welsh Church 
Act Fund, BCBC, Churches Fund (Ecclesiastical) and we are in the process of claiming the 
VAT back. Which will give us over £12,500 returned in the form of grants. 
 
11. Parish expenses of Clerics 

 This year the clerics expenses totalled £9854     
                                           £ 

Phones                            1788 
           Mileage                            2286 
 Miscellaneous                  2687 
 Curate Stipend                 1193 
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 12.  Expenditure – Choirs, Organists, Junior Church 
        £ 

Choirs & Music          46 
Organs      1311 
Organists       2022 
Junior Church      1120 
Total       4,499 

This includes cost involved with Messy Church, Pray and Praise, Junior Church servicing of 
the organs and other cost  
 
13. Charitable Disbursements 
       £ 
Archbishops Fund for Children   595 
Barnardo’s      200 
Bible Society      50 
Bishops Fund for Training    250 
Blind Veterans      200 
Bobath Children’s Therapy    50 
Bridgend Baby Loss Group    326  
Christian Aid (Syria Appeal)    300 
Christian Aid      938 
Church Army      200 
Click Sargent      200 
DLBSR      105 
Food Bank      200 
Gideon’s      200 
Haiti Hospital      200 
Leukaemia Research Cardiff    220 
Making Music Changes Life’s    1400 
Marie Curie Cancer     139 
McMillan Cancer Support    200 
Medicin San Frontiers     50 
Mission to Seafarers     50 
Motor Neurone Disease Association   93 
Multiple Sclerosis     114 
Nepal Disaster Appeal    300 
Noah’s Ark      200 
Red Cross      56    
RNIB       200 
Samaritans      200 
Sandville Self-help Centre    220 
Sight Savers       50 
Solid Rock      200 
SSAFA      200 
Stroke association     220 
The Wallich      200 
Ty Hafan      220 
Wales Air Ambulance     100 
Y Bont       200 
Y Bwthyn      225 
Total       9071 
 
The above list are the charities that we gave to during the year, there was also the Lent 
lunches and the Christmas Tree Festival that were paid out at the beginning of 2016 which 
would of brought our total to over £10,000 
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14 Restricted (Endowment) Funds 

 
The Glyn Cule Jenkins Trust – investment through COIF Charity Funds-allows the parish 

to use the annual income in maintaining the graveyard at St. Mary, Coity. £484 was received 
and used accordingly. 
  
15. Restricted (income) Funds 
(a) The Rebecca, Elizabeth and Catherine Thomas Trust, also invested through the COIF 

Charity Funds, allow the parish to use the gift at St. Mary, Coity. £92 was received and used 
accordingly.    
 
(b) 

i) The Roland and Ann Davies Trust invested through: The Representative Body of 
the Church in Wales General Funds Nolton. This fund is restricted the original value of 

the shares invested were £241,275. The interest from the shares is used to purchase 
extra shares that are accrued  
 
ii) The Roland and Ann Davies Trust invested through: The Representative Body of 
the Church in Wales General Funds Coity. This fund shows the (NAV) of the shares 
from which we receive money into our general fund. £7102 was received and used 
according to the terms of the legacy.  

 
(c)  The Betty Mavis Ingram Fund invested through CCLA COIF Charities Fund. 

This fund is restricted. The interest of £130 from the shares is used to purchase extra 
shares that are accrued.  

       
(d)  The John and Barbara Ladbrooke Fund through CCLA COIF Charities Deposit 

Fund. This fund is restricted. The interest of £69 from the shares is used to purchase 

extra shares that are accrued.    
 
(e)  Miss Evelyn Mary Price-Jones Legacy invested through: The Representative 

Body of the Church in Wales General Funds. This Fund allows the parish to use 
the annual income to maintain the graveyard.  This year £407 was received  

 
(f) The parish of Coity, Nolton & Brackla Charities Deposit Fund invested through 

CCLA. This fund is restricted. The interest of £214 from the shares was used to 
purchase extra shares that are accrued.     

 

All the above legacies accrue extra value if the shares increase in value or decrease if the 
value drops. The funds are shown original value when purchased for the purpose of the 
accounts  
   
16. Grant Aid. We have received 3 grants in total this year all for the use of renewing the 
lighting at Nolton Church £10,000 from the Welsh Church Act, £1,000 Churches Fund 

(Ecclesiastical) and £1,000 from BCBC.  
 

Minor discrepancies in totals arise from the rounding up or down of figures to whole 
pounds 

 

 

Approved by the PCC and signed on its behalf by the  
Rector The Revd. Canon M. Komor:  
  


