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Sunday Services in the
Parish of Ewenny and
St Brides Major
St Michael’s Priory Church, Ewenny
Every Sunday: 9.30a.m. Holy Eucharist

St Bridget’s Church, St Brides Major
Every Sunday: 11.00a.m. Holy Eucharist

All Saints’ Church, Southerndown
2nd Sunday in month: 8.30a.m. Holy Eucharist
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays: 6.00p.m. Evensong
4th Sunday in month: 6.00p.m. Holy Eucharist
Priest in Charge: The Venerable Philip Morris,

Archdeacon of Margam
The Vicarage, Southerndown Road,
St Brides Major, CF32 0SD
 01656 880108
 archdeacon.margam@churchinwales.org.uk

Parish Magazine
Please send any contributions to the editor, Chris Halsall
cmhalsall@btinternet.com or tel: 01656 880547
Advertising enquiries to the editor
3

Dear Fellow Pilgrims,
Andre Gide wrote ‘One does not discover new lands without consenting to
lose sight of the shore’. When Ian and I came to Wales in 2006, and moved
into Ogmore-by-Sea in the Parish of Ewenny and St Brides Major, we had
certainly consented to lose sight of ‘the shore’ but gained a wonderful view of
the sea and a little of the shore. The last seven years we have been living in a
new land, and it’s wonderful to say we will be continuing to live here. I spent
all my summer holidays as a child in Ireland so knew what rain meant, BUT I do
not remember it as so relentless and heavy that I needed a new wardrobe!
It has been a privilege to share in so many lives here, and
we are so grateful for the great welcome received over the
last seven years. I have had this postcard on my desk since
I began training for Ordination in 1996. As Frederick R.
Barnard wrote in Printers’ Ink in 1927, “One picture is
worth ten thousand words.”
It is such a good reminder to keep a sense of humour, share
our bread, show God’s love and joy in our lives.
I am now attempting to discover, and recover, other ‘new lands’ in life while
maintaining some of my church interests. Upon ‘retirement’ it is good to be
able to say, “I would not have lived my life any other way.” I thank you for your
love and generosity, and, as promised, I am having fun in John Lewis.
In the words of that lovely Celtic Blessing:
May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
May the rains fall softly upon your soul.
Until we meet again,
May God hold you in the hollow of His hand.

Moira
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Are you interested?
Moira & Ian Spence are planning a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land and
Jordan in March/April 2015.
We are in the early days of this planning, hence we have no
definite date.
If you are interested in coming with us and would like a
detailed brochure when it is printed, please either phone
us on 881960 or email: tybara@btinternet.com.

Flautist
available for
wedding ceremonies and receptions
parties - dinners - corporate events
and any other occasions requiring musical entertainment.
Wide variety of repertoire from the classics to musical arrangements.
Can be accompanied by a pianist, organist or harpist.
Susan Buckland BMUS, LTCL
Tel: 01656 880300
Mob: 07792 625960
Email:

sue-buckland@hotmail.com
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Holy Week 2014
This is the week in the Christian Calendar when we follow
Jesus from Palm Sunday, his entry into Jerusalem, to his
death on Good Friday, in preparation for his rising from
the dead on Easter Sunday.

Palm Sunday, 13 April
th

This Sunday observes the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem that
was marked by the crowds who were in Jerusalem for Passover waving
palm branches and proclaiming him as the messianic
king.
At the Eucharist in Ewenny Priory Church at
9.30a.m. and at St Bridget’s, St Brides Major at
11.00a.m., Palm Crosses are distributed, and the
Passion Story (the Gospel account of the arrest, trial and
crucifixion of Jesus) is dramatically read.

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
On these three days in the first Holy Week, Jesus taught in the Temple in
Jerusalem. We use these days as a time for reflection, and this year will
be thinking about the Way of the Cross, Jesus’ journey through
Jerusalem carrying his cross to Calvary.
Monday 14th April, 7.30p.m. “Before the ending of the Day”,
All Saints Church Southerndown.
Tuesday 15th April, 7.30p.m. “Before the ending of the Day”,
All Saints Church Southerndown.
Wednesday 16th April, 7.30p.m. Holy Eucharist, St Bridget’s
Church, St Brides Major.

Maundy Thursday, 17 April
th

Today commemorates the Last Supper that Jesus had with his
disciples, and his arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane.
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The Eucharist of the Last Supper is held in Ewenny Priory
Church at 7.30p.m. At the end of the Eucharist, the church is
stripped of all ornaments, and left plain for the Good Friday
observances.

Good Friday, 18 April
th

The most solemn day in the Christian calendar as we commemorate those
last hours in Jesus’ life.
At 2.00p.m. in St Bridget’s Church we reflect in words
and music on the events of the first Good Friday; and at
8.00p.m. in Ewenny Priory Church we use the music of
Taizé in A Celebration of the Passion.

Holy Saturday, 19 April
th

The day of waiting before the Easter Celebration of the Resurrection.
The Easter Vigil is held in St Bridget’s Church at 8.00p.m., at which
the Easter Candle is lit, and we renew our baptism promises. Easter is
proclaimed in words and music.

BARDSLEYS
A family run business located at St Brides Major

Plastering, Lime Plastering, Rendering, Decorating
City and Guilds qualified
No job too small
For a free, no obligation quote please contact Harry
Mobile: 07538 009502
Tel: 01656 881718
Email: info@start2finishplastering.co.uk
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PRIDE COMES BEFORE ……….
Nana Pam waited expectantly as the local Church School filed in for their
annual Ash Wednesday Eucharist. She wasn't disappointed as, after a
few minutes, much loved Sadie came in and rewarded her with a smile
and a wave. This was followed by a boyish acknowledging grin from
equally loved little Frank. Nana Pam was a very happy nana! The service
began and she thought her heart would burst with pride when first one,
then the other grandchild correctly answered a question posed by Father
Jeremy. She almost melted when Sadie came to give her a loving kiss
during the Peace and then another as she left the church. Frank, in true
boy fashion, allowed Nana Pam to kiss him on the way out but at least
he didn't wipe his face afterwards! Nana Pam skipped home to do her
chores, having been uplifted by the beautiful singing (as always) and the
feeling of the Eucharist. She had the prospect of collecting her two dear
little grandchildren from school later that day to look forward to.
All chores completed, it was time to collect 'The Kids.' Nana Pam decided
she would reinforce the Lenten message preached at the morning's
service. She told the children that she wouldn't be having 'a Nana treat'
on the way home to her house, from the local shop, as she had given up
her favourite Picnic bars (and all other confectionery) for Lent. Sadie
giggled and said she had given up fizzy drinks but Frank didn't respond!
Nana Pam suggested that he might like to give up his usual large Twix
for a regular sized one and he could put the money he saved into the
Lent charity box. Better than that, Frank declared he wouldn't have a
Twix bar at all. Bless him, thought Nana Pam VERY PROUDLY INDEED.
Then she fell as he declared, "I'll have a Lion bar instead - I used to
have those before, didn't I, Nana Pam?"
"You sure did," thought Nana Pam.
Sadie laughed and said, "I don't think he's got it, Nana Pam!"
"I don't think he 'got it' either," but they all had a good laugh and proud
Nana had been taught a lesson! They did put some money in the Charity
box and spoke about the hospital in Lesotho and fallen Nana Pam
consoled herself with the thought that large trees from little acorns
grow . . . and no one could take away the love the three of them had
shared that day. Here's to many more happy times together.

Nana Pam
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EWENNY ARTS FESTIVAL
at The Village Hall
Presents

Griff & Dave
“an acoustic duo who play the music everyone knows,
especially from the 60s”

Friday 2nd May 7.30pm at
The Village Hall
Ewenny & Corntown CF35 5BG
Fund raising concert for church maintenance
Tickets £8 from Ewenny Pottery 01656 653020
Helen 01656 667047 & Allison 01656 663878
www.ewennyfestival.co.uk
Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/EwennyArtsFestival1

Cabaret seating, bring your own drinks
Limited Tickets!
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A Good God Given Day
Having waited for over twenty-five minutes in the wind and with
darkness approaching, I left the bus stop in Ogmore by Sea and went
home dejectedly to phone the bus company to tell them their bus
failure had ruined my evening and jeopardised my tomorrow.
The next morning I declined a lift, then regretted it as the bus was yet
again so late that I started to hitch in the wind and heavy drizzle. Then
the bus appeared and soon I was back on time for the Friday service in
Bridgend, where remained the flowers and pew end bouquets from a
wedding the previous day. A friend was there, too. Afterwards, with a
bus approaching, a rapid decision was made with my friend to brave
the wind and rain and ride as far as Ogmore Castle. Elevenses could be
sheltering near, or even in, Merthyr Mawr church, but the rain eased as
we crossed the suspension bridge where kingfishers have been seen
and a new bench near juicy blackberries was ideal. The church was
explored and, as we approached Candleston Castle, the passenger in an
approaching car leaned out and said there was a mad sheep ahead; the
RSPCA and police were coming to shoot it! But we pressed on warily
and explored the fortified house ruin. Climbing the wet sand of the
dunes was difficult and we failed on this occasion to find the windmill
base which is deep in a sea buckthorn thicket. Nearby a large flat ledge
in the small outcrop (visible from the Ogmore road) was our lunch
venue with Portobello (a descendant of Edward Adrian Wilson who died
with Scott in the Antarctic lives here) below. Pant Marie Flanders and
the golf club house could be seen across the swollen river.
After a pleasant couple of miles through the wild dune flowers and self
set trees we passed a herd of cattle and were passed by some horse
riders. Then we had a view of Wig Fach. We explored the target and
scoring area of the war-time firing range before making a bee-line for
the beach. At the lip of the dunes it was possible to enjoy the (now
breezily sunny) panorama from Porthcawl to Nash from the shelter of
the marram grass, while sipping refreshment. With the tide out the walk
along the sand to Newton was an invigorating one into the cool breeze,
but the windsurfers were happy, and this brought back memories. The
summer Tuesday nightfall fireworks are launched skyward from a
promontory as Trecco Bay changes to Coney Beach. Here some
caravans had Elvis memorabilia displayed from the previous weekend.
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As we sat on the same steps
as then, my companion
declared something was
running over her back. With
amused
eagerness
I
considered delving, only to
be told “now it is coming
down my arm”. And behold
out of the cuff came the
cutest lizard. Not Galapagos
sized but a remarkable
lookalike
which
sat
bewildered on my knee
blinking in the sunshine while many photographs were taken of all
seventy-five millimetres of it with the most delicate fingers on its feet.
Passing the new marina with floating pontoons the next rain storm could
be seen approaching but the bus was reached and the brilliant rainbow
admired over Zig Zag lane. Dinner was good food and reflective
discussion as we thanked God that such wonderful things can be
experienced in one day. How could the flora and fauna, the land and the
atmosphere, the people and this technology have been created so
magically complex?

Adrian Warner

Timber
A man with a nagging secret couldn’t keep it any longer. In the
confessional he admitted that for years he had been stealing
building supplies from the timberyard where he worked. He told
the priest he had taken enough to build his son’s house, a cottage
for his daughter, and a summerhouse for his wife. “This is very
serious,” said the priest. I shall have to think of a far-reaching
penance. Have you ever done a retreat?”
“No Father, I haven’t,” admitted the man. “But if you can get me
some plans, I’ll get the timber.”
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News from the 'Knit and Natter' Group
Our membership has now increased to over thirty
members and, as a result of this, we have moved our
meetings to All Saints' Church in Southerndown. At the
first meeting in our new 'home' Claire and Paula, from
the Western Vale Integrated Children's Centre, gave us
a fascinating talk on their work there during the past
twelve months. The centre works with various agencies
and with both able and disabled children and have also
set up meeting points for users, such as the Citizens Advice Bureau and
Emergency Foodbank Boxes. The Centre is no longer funded by the
Council and relies on donations and support from the Diocese of
Llandaff Board for Social Responsibility. We were delighted to present
them with a substantial donation and knitted blankets and toys for the
nursery. Claire also spoke movingly of her work with 'Women seeking
Sanctuary' in Cardiff. This group works with women who have arrived in
Britain to escape from abuse and ill treatment in their own country.
These women have very little and rely on charitable donations, and we
were able to donate knitted clothing for their children. We hope to
continue supporting them in some way.
Our links with 'Ty Cariad Africa' continue and members of the group
have been busy knitting and crocheting blankets, ponchos and toys for
their orphanage in Uganda. These garments will be taken to Uganda in
April by Harvey Jones, the treasurer, and his wife Jan. On their return
they will come to one of our meetings to give us an update on their
work there. 'Ty Cariad Africa' also work with 'Uganda Hands of Hope
Charity' who work with children living in the slums. They have recently
opened a school there and we are hoping to raise enough money to
buy uniform sweatshirts for the children. We decided that knitting 100
school jumpers was too much, even for a talented group like ours!
The group have also knitted woollen hats for the 'Mission to Seafarers',
after some group members recently heard a talk given by the Reverend
Peter Coleman on the conditions in which the seamen have to work.
Another project the group are working on is Knitted Poppies to
commemorate the anniversary of the First World War. These, hopefully,
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will be ready by the end of June and we will be selling them throughout
the parish to raise money for a charity linked to the armed services.
As a group we are kept very busy with these interesting projects, but
also enjoy our monthly coffee mornings. Now we are in our larger
premises we still welcome new members, and if you would like to join
us, please come to All Saints' Church, Southerndown on the third
Tuesday of the month at 10. 30 a.m. or, if you would like more
information, contact Jenny Francis. Tel. 01656 880605.

Jenny Francis

TODDLERS
Our Toddler group continues to flourish. We have a lovely group of
mums, dads and grans and, of course, their babies and toddlers. It is
a good way for mums who do not have relatives living close to meet
other mums in the same situation. We girls who run it have great
pleasure chatting to the mums and watching their babies as they
grow. We hold the group every Friday morning in St Brides Church
Hall from 10.30am to 12 noon during school term time. All minders
of young children are welcome.

Val & Co
APPEAL
During the session the toddlers enjoy story time in the library with
one of the leaders. The younger toddlers love to look at board
books, especially the ’touchy feely’ kind but resources are scarce. If
you have any board books that your children/grandchildren have
grown out of and which are still in good condition please would you
consider donating them to the group? Books can be left in the library
or given to Val, Helga, Carol, Jean or Hazel.
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METAL GOODS WALES LTD
Unit 1+2 North Road
Bridgend Industrial Estate
Tel. 01656 647755

Fax 01656 647744

Stockists and Distributors of
Steel, Aluminium and Brass
Sections and Sheets, Beams
Full sawing and cutting facilities for all materials

FANCY A BREAK BY THE SEA?
In Southerndown
Self-catering bungalow (sleeps 6, 2 doubles, 1 twin)
Lovely sea views, close to M4
Also Bed and Breakfast available
Telephone: 01656 880532
Email: norfolk.1@hotmail.com
Write: R & H Norfolk, Little West Bungalows
Southerndown CF32 0PY
www.littlewestbungalows.co.uk

MARTIN & JANET DAVID
WYNDHAM CARPETS
79 Nolton Street
Bridgend
01656 664047
A WIDE RANGE OF QUALITY CARPETS & VINYLS
FRIENDLY SERVICE & EXPERT FITTING
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Clare Bettridge RSHom
HOMEOPATH
‘Seagull Cottage’
44 West Farm Road
Ogmore-by-Sea
CF32 0PU

01656 880264
Bettridgeclr@AOL.com
www.cbettridgehomeopathy.webs.com

A gentle treatment for the symptoms of:
Asthma/Hayfever, Eczema/skin conditions
Recurrent colds/sore throats/chest infections
Menstrual/Menopausal problems, Behavioural/Emotional problems
Stress/Depression
And many other ailments …

Office: 01656 880000
Mob: 07980278661

Julie David-Davies







Treat your children or grandchildren to a riding lesson
Own-a-pony day (includes stable management)
Or join our Saturday Club
Holiday Workshops: full day, half day, one hour session
Gift vouchers

The philosophy of St Brides Riding and Trekking Club is to encourage and
inspire individuals of any age through positive experiences and participation in
encouraging and motivating achievable tasks and activities in an outdoor
environment helping to develop personal and emotional skills, independence,
self-discovery, confidence, communication skills, and to raise self-esteem.

Welsh Riding & Trekking Approved Centre
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St Brides Major & District Playgroup
Your local playgroup
Open Monday to Thursday
Sessions 9am to 12noon, 12noon to 2:55pm or 9am to 2:55pm
Children accepted from 2 years to 4 years
All children are encouraged to experiment and explore through learning
using planned, structured activities and play. We open their minds and
transport them to magical places.



L.E.A. Grants for 3 and 4 year olds



Regulated and inspected by the Care and Social Service
Inspectorate for Wales (CSSIW) and ESTYN



We accept all Childcare Vouchers



All qualified staff
For more information please contact
Amanda Rogers. 01656 880851

EWENNY COMMUNITY VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE
The Hall comprises
a Main Hall, kitchen facilities, 3 small rooms on 1st floor,
toilets and good car park to rear
Available for single or regular hire
at VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
Please ring Clerk on 01656 711783 for vacant dates
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Fundraising at the Fox
The following events are to be held in the Fox and Hounds, St Brides
Major. Proceeds will be divided between The Stroke Association Bridgend
Group and St Brides Major Church in Wales School (New Build 2nd phase).
Friday April 11th

April Fools Auction

Evening

Friday May 16th

Bingo and afternoon tea

From 2pm

Darts / Pool / Shooting

Evening

Friday June 27th

Beach Party Fancy Dress

Evening

Friday Sept. 12th

Harvest Auction

Evening

Thursday Oct. 2nd

Quiz & Bat Hunt

Evening

Wednesday Nov. 5th

Indoor Bonfire Night with bangers

Evening

Friday Dec. 5th

Santa's Grotto with afternoon tea

From 2pm

Santa's Grotto Party

Evening

All enquiries to Eileen Matthews, tel: 01656 880235 or mob: 07812494519

A woman went to the beach with her children. Her four-year-old
son ran up to her, grabbed her hand, and led her to the shore
where a dead seagull lay in the sand. “Mummy, what happened to
him?” the little boy asked.
Not wanting to upset him, she said: “He died and went to heaven.”
The child thought for a moment and said, “And God threw him
back down?”
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News from the Beavers
It has been another busy term at St Brides
Beavers. There are currently 14 beavers who
have been split into their lodges, ‘Cobra’ and
‘Eagle’, with the two most senior beavers being
appointed lodge leaders. We completed our
Experiment badge last week by making pop
bottle rockets powered by vinegar and
bicarbonate of soda, and we will also complete our Air activity badge and
Promise challenge before Easter. To complete this we will be litter
picking one evening as the beavers enjoy it so much.
Next term, when the evenings will be lighter, we intend to get out and
about more and make use of the scout hall that is being tidied up and
repainted to make it more welcoming. We will be looking to complete our
Healthy Eating badge and our Outdoor challenge as well as maybe
organising some trips away.
I am looking for an Assistant Leader as my old assistant moved on to run
the Cubs, ideally this would be someone who can run a game at the
beginning of a session and help a small group of beavers with the
activity of the week. There are also opportunities for volunteer helpers
who are working towards their Duke of Edinburgh award or the Welsh
Baccalaureate. Do you or someone you know need a volunteer
placement towards these awards? St Brides Beavers would welcome you
into our Colony with open arms and we promise that you will find your
time most rewarding.
If you wish to help in any way or would like further information on
Beavers then email me at stbridesbeavers@gmail.com.

Steve Ridout
A small boy returned from Sunday School in tears. When
questioned by his anxious mother, he replied; “This morning they
told me that Jesus wants me for a sunbeam. But I want to be a
train driver!”
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Brighter skies ahead as storms are now but memories
In February this year, after the storms and floods had subsided, we had
a visit from a lady from Gloucester who was researching for a book on
the Great Flood of 1606. Her work was very interesting and I'm looking
forward to reading her finished book, but, for the purpose of my own
interest and writing this article, I thought I might revisit some points of
interest this side of the channel.
To start, we have the written evidence of the plaque in Goldcliff Parish
Church. A description written in 1891: A Parish on the Bristol Channel,
149½ miles from London, 6 south-east from Newport and 3½ south of
Llanwern station on the South Wales section of the Great Western
railway, in the Southern division of the county, Lower division of
Caldicot Hundred; Petty Sessional division of Christchurch,
Union and County Court district of Newport; western division of
the rural deanery of Netherwent, archdeaconry of Monmouth
and diocese of Llandaff.
A high sea wall, erected to prevent the irruption of the tide, skirts one
side of the parish. The church of St Mary Magdalene is an ancient
building of stone in the Early English style, consisting of chancel, nave,
south porch, and an embattled western tower containing one bell: in the
chancel there is a mural brass thus inscribed:- "On the 20th day of

January, 1606, even as it came to pass, it pleased God the flood did flow
to the edge of this same brass, and in this parish there was lost £5,000
in stock &c. besides 22 people was in this parish drowned. Goldcliff: John
Wilkins, of Pill Rew, William Tap, Churchwardens. 1609"

The flood plaque at Goldcliff Parish Church has led to some controversy
as to whether this was a storm surge or a tsunami and the argument
continues. Was it a one-off tsunami unleashing an irresistible force that
left 2000 dead or a powerful storm surge that caused a trail of
destruction around a coastline left vulnerable by inadequate defences?
That’s the question which has surrounded recent research on the Great
Flood that was described as moving 'faster than a greyhound can run'
when it hit Britain in 1606. Author Mike Hall revisits the conundrum in his
new book The Severn Tsunami? The Story of Britain’s Greatest Natural
Disaster. He recounts how the brutal wave, over seven metres high,
swept up the River Severn and flooded the lowland areas of South
Wales, Gloucestershire, Somerset, and north Devon, killing thousands.
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For centuries, those who survived called it an act of God, before modern
scientific research began to delve into whether it was Britain’s first
recorded tsunami. It is estimated 200 square miles (520 sq km) of land
in south Wales and south west England were covered by water.
The work done by the Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory (in
Liverpool) has shown it was really a combination of a very high spring
tide and almost at exactly the same time a storm system coming in off
the Atlantic, driving the waves ahead of it and pushing up this wall of
water, which can be funnelled up the estuary." Eyewitness accounts of
the 1606 disaster told of "huge and mighty hills of water" only receding
10 days later.
Over two thousand people died in the 1606 flood, but few if any perished
in Cardiff, then a tumbledown fishing village with a population of under
2000. Most casualties were further east, on the Gwent levels, the
Somerset levels and upriver as far as Gloucester. Cardiff’s moors were
swamped as the waters over-topped the ancient sea-banks and came as
far inland as Canton and Adamsdown, but since they were virtually
uninhabited the main victims were sheep. In a Cardiff still confined
within its medieval walls the Taff burst its banks and undercut the
foundations of the 11th century St Mary’s Church - damage it never
recovered from and which led to St John’s replacing it as the town’s
parish church.
Nearer to home along our coast line we have evidence of the flood from
John Stradling's epigrams (small poems). He was a wealthy landowner
with land in Aberthaw. He built a seawall around his property financed
from his own pocket. In his first poem he describes enthusiastically the
wonderful seawall that he built. Then comes the great storm and
destroys his wonderful wall so he writes another epigram this time telling
of the destruction of his wall by the forces of Neptune. Luckily for John
Stradling he was near London at the time.
In February of this year we certainly had some storms. The destruction
of the sea wall around the cliffs of Dunraven beach, Southerndown, can
be viewed on YouTube and the evidence of our beaches and coastline
show the destructive power of the sea even today. So as we move
towards brighter days and longer, lighter evenings we can still be very
thankful that events could have been far worse, if we compare our
winter to the Great Flood of 1606.
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Hazel Norfolk

St James-the-Least
Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular parish clergy.
Take the parish of St James-the-Least for example. Here the elderly Anglo
-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his correspondence to Darren, his
nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained…
Letter from St James the Least of All –
On why pews SHOULD be uncomfortable

The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear nephew Darren
Visits from your parishioners are always welcome. But I did not expect them to
return to you complaining because our pews are uncomfortable.
Pews are meant to be uncomfortable. The unshakeable belief of our congregation is
that the more uncomfortable the pew, the holier the worship must be. By the same
token, an 8am Service is more fervent than one at 11am, since it is much more
socially inconvenient. If you add on enduring sub-zero temperatures and damp,
then sainthood clearly beckons. Your people may be used to lolling in upholstered
chairs in tropical temperatures, but I am sure such comfort places their souls in
grave peril.
Our pews were built five hundred years ago when people were several inches shorter
and many pounds lighter and so could accommodate themselves on them perfectly
adequately. The fact that a twenty-first century body is in constant danger of
sliding off the seat and requires knees to be folded somewhere near ears at least
helps to keep minds focussed – apart from Colonel Wainwright, who still manages
to sleep peacefully throughout Mattins every Sunday.
I could point out that your chairs make kneeling almost impossible – although I
suspect that posture is not encouraged in your church, as people would then be
unable to read the words on your overhead projector or wave their arms about
quite as easily during the hymns. While the majority of our congregation find the
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Anglican crouch perfectly adequate, you can see those who flop to their knees on
hearing “let us pray” from the clouds of dust sent up from suddenly compressed
hassocks, which were purchased to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Accession.
I may also point out that our box pews are very useful for modern times. Once a
family is seated, with the door firmly shut, then any toddler is penned in and
unable to use the aisles as a racing circuit. Medieval carpenters were clearly
forward thinking people. Admittedly, box pew doors do tend to stick and few
manage to look dignified while they wait for step ladders to be brought before
they can climb out.
If only you would remove your chairs and substitute benches without backs, turn
off all heating and replace carpets with slate slabs, I am sure your congregation’s
religious zeal would soar.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

THE PASTORAL CARE TEAM
Covering the Parish of Ewenny and St Brides Major, which
includes Southerndown, Ogmore-by-Sea and Castle-upon
-Alun.
The Pastoral Care Team is a small group of volunteers who regularly
visit not only Church members but anyone living in our community who
would like a visit from a member of the team. It may be someone who
is lonely, ill, in hospital, unable to get out much, bereaved or a carer.
Some members of the team are licensed to give Holy Communion at
home or in care homes and hospitals when requested.
We ask anyone in our Parish to speak to a member of the Pastoral Care
Team if they think someone may be in need of a visit or help.
You are welcome to ring either:
Hazel
880532
St. Brides or
Sylvia

07717844729

Ewenny and Corntown
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POETRY CORNER
This year’s winner of the Bardic poetry prize at St Brides Major Church in
Wales School was Tom Long in Year 6. This is his winning poem and we are
grateful for permission to publish it. Well done, Tom!

A Sense of Wales
In Wales I see the crashing waves spraying up the ancient rocks,
I see the mythical churches standing tall,
I see the delicious Welsh cakes cooking in the modern cooker,
In Wales I see the legendary water running though the man-made
construction site,
Oh how the dragon would be proud.

In Wales I hear the splashing of the clear rain on the soft grass,
I hear the crackling of the fire blocking the sound of the hostile
lightning,
I hear the wind flowing past my ear making a fluttering noise,
In Wales I hear the cheering from the Millennium Stadium as Wales
score a try,
Oh how the dragon would be proud.

In Wales I touch the old walls protecting the land from the water,
I touch the smooth sea water flushing though my fingers,
I touch my heavy coat as I head out in the soggy field,
In Wales I touch the sloppy mud as I slip down the bank,
Oh how the dragon would be proud.
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In Wales I smell the grey smoke of the fire ascending up the chimney,
I smell the sweet honey from the Welsh bee hives far in the fields,
I smell the construction sites as Wales grows bigger,
In Wales I smell the beautiful flowers nodding their heads in the breeze,
Oh how the dragon would be proud.

In Wales I taste the exquisite Welsh cakes crumble in my mouth,
I taste the juicy cawl flowing down my throat,
I taste the succulent lamb so full of flavour,
In Wales I taste the fresh fruit straight from the plants,
Oh how the dragon would be proud.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that there is a stall at the Village Market in St Brides
church hall on the second Saturday of the month which is run purely for
the benefit of charities? We sell new or nearly new small items which
people donate because they no longer need them.
So far we have raised over £400 and have sent donations to the following charities: Tŷ Hafan, Ankylosing Spondylitis Society, Kidney Wales
Foundation, Dogs Trust, Tŷ Elis Counselling, Women’s Aid, Beavers,
Church Hall, Dogs in Distress.
Many thanks to all who have donated items to sell and also to everyone
who has come along to buy. Anyone who has small items we can sell
can leave them with me or Jenny Cannon or bring them to the church
hall on Village Market day.

Brenda Lambert
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Another Night to Remember!
St David’s Eve Celebration: The Noson Lawen
Last year’s Noson Lawen was going to be a tough act to follow …
Undaunted, Tony announced that the evening’s entertainment would be a
“command performance” of 20 acts. (He did mention in passing that they
would range from the sublime to the ridiculous but in truth what he meant
was that the programme would be a perfect mix!) The audience, seated
at cheerfully and patriotically decorated tables eagerly anticipated the
start of the night. So popular had this social event proved that tickets
could have been sold two or three times over. Next year it was whispered
should be a two day event!
A Welsh sing song immediately set the tone and established the party
atmosphere. The orchestral group was led by Philip on guitar, and in quick
succession the hall was filled with the rousing and the reflective: Men of

Harlech, Calon Lan, Ar Hyd y Nos.

The first half “proper” began with Jane Thorpe introducing the WI’s
contribution, whose stars unleashed themselves upon their listeners with
gems like Joan’s Jellybabies, and If I were an OAP.
Dylan Thomas surfaced next with Judith and Tony Davies, skilfully as ever
delivering two scenes from Under Milk Wood. This was swiftly followed by
three generations of the Gaen ladies singing Miggeldy Maggeldy. This
family group-performance was followed by a double act, the Gaen
gentlemen, with Trafalgar Rewritten – a very interesting and engaging
take on a well-known sequence of events. Sue Buckland plus flute was
next with a couple of enchanting pieces including Bugeilio’r Gwenith Gwyn
and then it was the turn of the Welsh Group and Parish Event Group.
Next, Cheryl accompanied on keyboard by Lisa, sang a hauntingly
beautiful interpretation of Ar Lan y Mor followed by an enthusiastically
received duet of I Know Him So Well from the musical Chess.
After this breath-taking gallop of acts it was time for Philip’s Dylan Quiz.
The rules were quite simple: Dylan Thomas v Bob Dylan – who said what?
It proved to be not as easy as it sounds! Hands were shooting up and
down; indecision was drawn on quizzical faces. It is probably fair to say
that no-one guessed all correctly.
Chris Rooney, ever popular, concluded the first half with engaging
reminiscences of his youth spent in Cardiff. His performance was
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spellbinding as he recalled childhood tales and shared snippets of family
history, accompanying himself on guitar as story slipped into song: a skilled
orator, lyricism and anecdote were intertwined. By the end of his
performance the audience collectively was feeling very mellow.
All the while, Tony had been ensuring continuity with a supply of jokes,
observations and astute comment. With the expert skill of a seasoned
compère Tony shifted the mood for the start of the second half. Tony’s
rendition of Tickle Me Elmo marked a change in what the audience could
expect. The Mothers’ Union – the Soho Branch, in particular, delivered
memorable and very funny lines in a sketch which made compelling
viewing. Costumes and accessories were full of colour and actions spoke as
loud as the words. The audience were in stitches, in much the same way
they were with the next item by Margaret and John Irons. Their
interpretation of Gervase Phinn’s The Messiah brought tears of laughter.
This was a hard act to follow – but Roger in good voice and buoyed up by
a dry run at a recent “special birthday” wowed the crowd with The Wild
Rover and its chorus of No never, No more. More Under Milk Wood was
next with Carol Jones and Polly Garter, and then Tony and Joy’s cheeky
delivery of Boyfriend Comes to Stay. The night was slipping away fast as
David Francis accompanied by Elizabeth did his version of The Drinking
Song which preceded Philip and Tony’s “leeky ditty” of two little leeks.
(Rumour has it that photographic evidence exists!)
The penultimate act was Griff and Dave, a very popular duo, who as well
as delivering engaging banter delivered a guitar medley of such favourites
as Havin’ Me Some Fun Tonight and In the Summertime.
After a very memorable joke concerning a well-known chain of coffee
houses, the evening concluded with Philip and the ensemble performing Eli
Jenkins’ Prayer, the last verse of which resounded in everyone’s ears…

O let us see another day!
Bless us all this night, I pray,
And to the sun we all will bow
And say, good-bye - but just for now!
All that was left was for the national anthems to be played, the opportunity
for the audience’s final participation, and then all too soon the night had
come to a close.

Allison Felton
27

28

29

Vale of Glamorgan
Garage Door Services
SUPPLIERS OF LIGHT OAK DOORS
SECTIONAL AND ROLLERS


Friendly, personal and professional approach



No pressure selling



Highest quality and standard of construction



Committed to total client satisfaction



Doors made to measure at off the shelf prices
For further information or free advice please contact
Mike Larkin, New Build Sales Specialist
Tel: 01656 880905

Mobile: 07989 572161

Ewenny Woods Bed and Breakfast
The Trip (Off Wick Road)
Ewenny
Nr. Bridgend
Vale of Glamorgan
CF35 5BZ



 01656 766421 Mobile: 07988329038
 www.ewennywoods.co.uk
info@ewennywoods.co.uk
Sumptuous beds, glorious views
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EWENNY POTTERY
Oldest established Family Pottery in Wales
Telephone 01656 653020
Traditional handmade earthenware pottery
Visitors welcome to workshop and showroom
Monday to Saturday 9.30 am _ 1.00 pm
2.00 pm _ 5.00 pm

ELLIOTT ELECTRICAL (Bridgend) Ltd
Domestic Industrial Commercial Installation and Maintenance
Specialists in Data Installation, Fire Alarms,
Emergency Lighting, Door Entry Systems,
House Wiring, Portable Appliance Testing
Local Authority and NICEIC Approved,
ECA Registered
31 Main Road, Ogmore By Sea, Bridgend, CF32 0PD
Telephone 01656 880758
Email: enquiries@elliottelectrical.co.uk

LAVENDER COTTAGE
For exquisite wedding cakes that taste as fabulous as they look
~ Wedding cakes~
~ Wedding favours ~
Contact:

Sarah Lavender, Wick Road, Ewenny
Tel: 01656 679755
email: sarah@cakesbylavendercottage.co.uk
Website: cakesbylavendercottage.co.uk
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Holy Week 2014
Sunday 13th April

Palm Sunday

9.30a.m. Ewenny Priory Church: Blessing of the Palms, Reading of
the Passion and Holy Eucharist
11.00a.m. St Bridget’s Church, St Brides Major: Blessing of the
Palms, Reading of the Passion and Holy Eucharist
6.00p.m. All Saints’ Church, Southerndown: Evensong

Monday 14th April

Monday in Holy Week

7.30p.m. All Saints’ Church: Before the Ending of the Day
The Night Office of Compline and Talk

Tuesday 15th April

Tuesday in Holy Week

7.30p.m. All Saints’ Church: Before the Ending of the Day
The Night Office of Compline and Talk

Wednesday 16th April

Wednesday in Holy Week

7.30p.m. St Bridget’s Church: Holy Eucharist and Talk

Maundy Thursday 17th April
7.30p.m. Ewenny Priory Church: Holy Eucharist of the Last Supper

Good Friday 18th April
2.00p.m. St Bridget’s Church: The Last Hour, with
reflections in words and music
8.00p.m. Ewenny Priory Church: A Celebration of the
Passion with the music of Taizé

Holy Saturday 19th April
8.00p.m. St Bridget's Church: The Easter Vigil, Lighting of the
Easter Candle, and Renewal of Baptism Promises

Easter Day, 20th April
8.30a.m.
9.30a.m.
11.00a.m.
6.00p.m.

All Saints’ Church: Holy Eucharist
Ewenny Priory Church: Holy Eucharist
St Bridget’s Church: Holy Eucharist
All Saints’ Church: Holy Eucharist

