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Sunday Services in the
Parish of Ewenny and
St Brides Major
St Michael’s Priory Church, Ewenny
Every Sunday: 9.30a.m. Holy Eucharist

St Bridget’s Church, St Brides Major
Every Sunday: 11.00a.m. Holy Eucharist

All Saints’ Church, Southerndown
2nd Sunday in month: 8.30a.m. Holy Eucharist
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays: 6.00p.m. Evensong
4th Sunday in month: 6.00p.m. Holy Eucharist
Priest in Charge: The Venerable Philip Morris,

Archdeacon of Margam
The Vicarage, Southerndown Road,
St Brides Major, CF32 0SD
 01656 880108
 archdeacon.margam@churchinwales.org.uk

Parish Magazine
Please send any contributions to the editor, Chris Halsall
cmhalsall@btinternet.com or tel: 01656 880547
Advertising enquiries to the editor
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The Reverend Moira Spence retires
Assistant Curate,
Parish of Ewenny and St Brides Major, 2007-2014
It was at a Bishop’s Senior Staff
Meeting back in the summer of 2006
that Archbishop Barry told us that he
had received a letter from a woman
priest from Oxford Diocese saying
that she and her husband were
moving to Cardiff and could she be
licensed to a parish here. Archbishop
Barry said to us that this could be a
problem as so few parishes in Cardiff
(at that time) would accept a woman
priest.
However, later in the autumn,
Archbishop Barry said that he had
received another letter from this
woman priest which said that they
had now bought a house in Ogmoreby-Sea, and “now there is no
problem – she can be your curate, Philip!”
So that is how we were very blessed to receive Moira as assistant curate
in this parish for seven years. Moira was licensed in All Saints’ Church,
Southerndown, at an Epiphany Sunday service on 14th January 2007, and
we marked her retirement at an Epiphany Sunday service in All Saints’ on
5th January 2014 and our traditional Twelfth Night party.
We use some curious titles in church which are not always easily
understood by those outside. Rector, vicar, curate – what’s the difference?
‘Curate’ actually means ‘one who shares in the cure of souls’, i.e. shares in
the spiritual care for people, and this is what Moira has being doing so
well over the last seven years. Pastoral care, support in times of
bereavement, spiritual counselling, as well as playing her full part in the
worship life of the parish – this has been Moira’s gift to us. Moira has
literally been a ‘god-send’ to me, who is only supposed to be giving a day
a week to the parish, and a great support in ensuring that all runs well in
the parish. The appreciation of the parish was shown in the numbers
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turning out on a very wet evening for her retirement party, and in the
gifts and cards given to her.
Of course, unlike other parish priests and curates who move away from
their parish on retirement, Moira will still be with us, and joining us for
worship, and helping out on occasion, dependent of course on her health.
We must not forget, of course, Ian, who himself has contributed so much
to the life of the parish, particularly as chair of the governors of St Brides
Major Church in Wales Primary School, a role in which, we hope, he will
continue for some time. Moira and Ian, we thank you both for your
ministry among us, and Moira, every blessing in your ‘retirement’, though,
as Archbishop Barry says, no priest every really retires.

Philip

St Brides Major & District Playgroup
Your local playgroup
Open Monday to Thursday
Sessions 9am to 12noon, 12noon to 2:55pm or 9am to 2:55pm
Children accepted from 2 years to 4 years
All children are encouraged to experiment and explore through learning
using planned, structured activities and play. We open their minds and
transport them to magical places.



L.E.A. Grants for 3 and 4 year olds



Regulated and inspected by the Care and Social Service
Inspectorate for Wales (CSSIW) and ESTYN



We accept all Childcare Vouchers



All qualified staff
For more information please contact
Amanda Rogers. 01656 880851
Yana Hughes.

01656 880882
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Royal Visit to Ewenny Priory Church
Perhaps not the most auspicious day for a royal visit – Friday the 13th –
but the traditional superstitions surrounding that date were unfounded.
Even the heavy December rain in the morning and early afternoon
stopped just before 3.00p.m., the time of His Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales’ arrival at Ewenny Priory Church.
After a short tour of the
Priory House grounds,
Prince Charles was greeted
at the Priory Church gates
by Sheila and myself, and
then at the doors of the
church by Alun Jenkins and
Allison
Felton,
the
churchwardens.
The
conversation
flowed
naturally as the Prince
asked about the size of the
congregation, what the
parish is like, what goes on – and joked about being the first royal visitor
since King Henry IV stayed in the Priory in 1405 in order to raise an army
to attack the rebellious Welsh at Coity Castle. I assured the Prince that
there were no rebellious people here today. Interestingly, it was the fact
that there had been no royal visitor for 600 years that was picked up by
the press and media in their reports – we had fed them a good line.
The press was out in force – cameras snapping at every move, reporters
making notes, and TV cameras following us around, but all carefully
managed by the Prince’s Press Officer. Security was obviously tight, as I
know from two weeks working with the police prior to the visit, but
discreet.
The Priory congregation were already seated in the church, having been
entertained before Prince Charles’ arrival by Fr Mark Preece, former
incumbent of the Priory Church – who, after exhausting his set repertoire,
managed variations on the National Anthem and God bless the Prince of
Wales. Because of security, people were only informed a fortnight before
that the visit was taking place, and I was given strict instructions that it
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was only regular members of the congregation who could be present.
We had to check people’s identity and tickets – it was amusing hearing
Mark Reynolds telling a member of Royal Protocol that she could not
come in because she didn’t have a ticket and wasn’t on his list. Luckily I
could see what was going on and vouched for her – but Kate of Royal
Protocol complimented Mark on his efficiency and wished people at other
venues were as good when royal visits took place. Mark – there’s a job
for you in royal protection at any time!
We led Prince Charles first to
the display of pottery from
Ewenny Pottery, some dating
back a couple of centuries.
Caitlin charmed the Prince
with her explanation of the
various pieces, so much so
that he said that he must visit
the pottery himself. I wonder
when there will be a sign over
the door saying ‘By Royal
Appointment’. Caitlin presented the Prince with a traditional handmade
wassail bowl, designed and made by her – actually she made three just
in case one was dropped before the visit! He was very impressed and
grateful, and said that he and Camilla will think carefully where it will be
displayed. Caitlin told the press, “I am delighted to have made a wassail
bowl for his Royal Highness – it is a great honour both for myself and for
my family business – I hope he likes it.”
We then moved up the north aisle to meet Mick Felton of Seren Press,
who presented Prince Charles with a copy of the book The Harp in Wales
by Bruce Cardwell, which features royal harpists. Flicking through the
book, the Prince recognised some of those featured.
The next person I presented to Prince Charles was Alex Beleschenko,
who designed the Pulpitum Screen, erected in 2006 to divide the two
sections of the building – and cut down on the draughts! The Prince was
fascinated by Alex’s description of the screen, the images portrayed, and
also the technical details. On his way down the church path at the end of
the visit, Prince Charles said to me that he wasn’t sure before coming to
the Priory Church whether the modern glass screen would work in a 12th
century building – but “yes, it does!” was his delighted comment.
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Alun and Allison led Prince Charles into the Presbytery, where I
introduced him first to June and then to Eurof Evans. I think Eurof was
wondering when he would be able to give the guided tour of the
Presbytery, because the Prince had a long conversation with June about
recipes for bara brith – and ended up taking one back with him for his
tea! The Celtic stones, tombs and wall-paintings were explained to Prince
Charles, who showed genuine interest in everything. I realised that
because of the diversion of bara brith that we hadn’t shown the Prince
the reproduction of the Turner painting, so just managed to get that in,
before his Personal Private Secretary tried to get us back into the nave of
the church. This meant that the PPS would have been walking out with
the Prince – but His Royal Highness waved him to one side and said “No,
Philip walks with me”!
Back down the north aisle, and then into the nave – and I was able to
show the Prince the full extent of the church, and explain how for the
first time in its history we get a complete view from nave to presbytery,
even though there is the screen. Eurof’s imaginative lighting meant that
the screen looked absolutely magnificent, and this was noted by the
Prince.
Once the Prince, Lord Lieutenant and I were seated on the Glastonbury
chairs in front of the pews (with now ‘royal’ cushions borrowed from St
Bridget’s), the choir of St Brides Major Church in Wales Primary School
moved up the aisle and onto the altar area with military precision. They
had spent as much time in school practising their moves as their singing
and had been given strict instructions that when they were in position
‘not to look at the Prince but at Mrs Matthews’. I have never heard them
sing so well – four carols, beautifully performed, with a variety of styles
and sounds. A little hiatus after the first carol as I didn’t know whether I
should start clapping – the Prince
leaned over to me and asked, “Do
you think we should clap?”, so,
once I had said yes, he led the
applause with enthusiasm. He
commented that he would not
have been able to remember all
the words when he was the
children‘s age, and also how the
front row of younger children were
all missing their front teeth!
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Then the moment the children had been waiting for. After speaking with
Clare Matthews, the head teacher, Prince Charles went to meet the
children. He complimented them on their singing, asking, “Do you sing a
lot?” They presented him with a love spoon, and an ‘Og’, a model of
himself created by local artist Francine Davies. Prince Charles said he would
give it to Prince William for Prince George. Tess Knight, nine, told the press
afterwards, “Prince Charles said he really liked our singing”, and other
children were interviewed for BBC and ITV.
The Prince then signed the Priory Church Visitors’ Book – well, not actually
the one that is regularly used, but a new book which will now be kept for
special visitors. A photocopy of the page with the royal signature is in the
current Visitors’ Book for all to see.
The programme for the visit then said, “His Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales will exit the Priory by the North Door”. But that wasn’t before he
tried to speak to as many of the congregation as he could. He is obviously
well acquainted with the various roles in church – I introduced Hazel as our
Parish Reader, and he asked her, “Do you often preach?” Hazel should
have replied, “Yes, and I will be doing so on Sunday – would you like to
come to hear me?” The Prince was introduced to Margaret, our organist,
and he said how much he would have liked to hear the organ played –
again we should have invited him for the following Sunday, but of course
instead he went to the funeral service for Nelson Mandela. Prince Charles
was delighted to meet Peter Honeywill once again; Peter had been his
protection officer in the 1960s, and they exchanged anecdotes about their
time together.
So the hour soon passed, and Prince Charles left us at the gates of the
Priory, thanking us for our welcome and wishing us a merry Christmas. It
was a delightful visit – once the formalities of ‘Your Royal Highness’ and
‘Sir’ were over (that’s to the Prince, not to me), it was as though I was
showing any interested visitor around the Priory Church. His PPS emailed
me a day or so after the visit saying, “HRH really was very touched by the
welcome he received and by the opportunity to meet the parishioners in
such a magnificent setting.” A couple of days later, the Pottery, the School
and I received more formal letters from Clarence House “with The Prince of
Wales’s thanks and very best wishes for a blessed Christmas and
prosperous New Year.”

Philip Morris
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LIBRARY NEWS
A happy new year from everyone at your
community library. In 2014 we are looking to
provide more than just books, DVDs and
recycling bags.
We now have a computer and printer which will
be available free of charge to residents in our
usual library opening hours.
There has also been some interest in a book
group, so if you think this would be something you would like to be part
of, please pop into the library and put your name down, and give us
some idea of when you would find it best to meet.
Thank you to everyone who has supported us this last year. If you
haven’t been for a while, come and see us on Saturday February 8th
which is National Libraries Day and join us for coffee and cake.
For any further enquiries please ring Shirley on 880652.

Shirley Haworth
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
At the Librarians’ Dinner at the Fox and Hounds in the autumn much
fun was had reading the entries of the ‘book’ story competition. The
challenge was to create a story using the titles of six books. The
winner was Howard Lewis who took all his titles from books on the
village library shelves. This is his (somewhat raunchy!) entry:
HAVING A LOVELY TIME

Jenny Eclair

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Lawrence Rees

DANCING WITH VIRGINS

S. Booth

MORAL DISORDER

Margaret Atwood

FURTHER UNDER THE DUVET

Marian Keyes

BIRTH OF A NATION

Julian Rathbone
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Caitlin gives her final reflections on her year in India as it has drawn to a
close. We thank her for sharing her experience with us and wish her every
success in the future.

A Year in India with Project Trust - Caitlin Mullard
Before going away a year seemed a long time, but once there it inevitably
slipped by. The year taught me so much but prompted so many
questions. It was a life changing experience and unbelievably rewarding.
To describe India is a challenge. Every day you witness the colours, the
sheer beauty of the landscape, the wildlife, the rich culture of its people.
Together they create a country which never fails to astonish. My time
there involved countless challenges, whether it was trying to understand
aspects of the culture or simply adjusting to a different lifestyle. It is
surprising, however, how quickly you adapt.
During my time at Vidya School I was given the opportunity to teach and
assist in various subjects; Maths, English and Social Studies, as well as
plenty of other activities. All were incredibly satisfying but teaching Social
Studies was definitely the highlight, with the excitement of my own
classroom! Teaching a subject other than English was often difficult and I
found I needed to incorporate English language skills into lessons. I
taught Geography, History and Civics to five classes from 5th to 7th
standard (around 8-13 year olds). It was really interesting to teach and I
was able to compile my own syllabus, although there were areas of Indian
history to learn! The never ending stream of questions from the children
meant that I had to be well read up on the subject matter. Teaching
Geography allowed me to discuss issues like climate change with the older
children, and their impact on our planet. With the younger ones we learnt
about the continents and they were wide eyed at the photos of life in
different corners of the globe. Civics was perhaps my favourite to teach
but in some ways it was the most challenging. With the older children I
looked at ‘the right to education’ and the issues regarding access to
schools. This uncovered various difficulties that the children themselves
face, in particular the girls. I remember vividly one student, Karthika,
telling me about her own struggle to overcome the stereotypes of girls’
education. She was often rather abrasive with the other children, but
hearing her made me realise her enthusiasm and determination to gain an
education, at least to a reasonable standard. Most of the children’s
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parents are illiterate, or have only gained an education to primary level.
I certainly learnt a lot about teaching; the hours of planning needed, how
to handle classes of children and the enthusiasm you must bring to every
lesson. Before going away I didn’t think of classroom management as
something to dwell on but, once thrown into a classroom, there was
plenty to learn. Firstly I had to gain the respect of my students and try out
different techniques. Whether it was ‘3 2 1, quiet!’, or ‘naughty names’ on
the board, it was always a test to discover the best technique for each
class. The most difficult issue I encountered was that students almost
expect to be abused by teachers so when I told them to be quiet it
obviously had little effect. Nevertheless, by the end I had controlled
classes and although the children were a little louder and more
misbehaved than they were with other teachers there was certainly no
fear or intimidation between me and my students. The most important
thing I learnt was that a little encouragement can go a long way. It was
great to see fellow teachers taking on board techniques that I used in the
classroom such as seating plans, or attempting to incorporate different
activities into lessons. I noticed, in particular, teachers making a conscious
effort to make wall displays after seeing mine!
The school library was a continuous project for me and my partner and,
despite many changes of location during the year, by the time we left we
had transformed it. Sorting through the books and cataloguing them was
a tedious exercise but it was definitely worth it. We also noticed there was
a shortage of books for children who were ready to start reading ‘short
chapter’ books, so we donated a few of our favourites from childhood.
The invitations I received from people in the community were incredibly
humbling. Whilst living in Anaikatti I had the privilege of attending a
‘seer’ (tribal coming of age function), a ‘Valekapoo’ (a seven month
pregnancy event)’ a house warming and a marriage as well as being
invited into teachers’ and students’ homes. I had the opportunity to
witness the wedding of my colleague Sulo. My partner and I were very
excited and bought new saris for the occasion, as well as matching
bangles. Appearance is of great importance to Indian women, although it
is not merely vanity; each item has significance, often marking a stage in
their life, or simply a tradition to be followed.
Firstly you must wrap 6m of fabric around you in the correct manner with
exquisite pleats; it is very easy to be judged on your sari! Then you must
adorn yourself with anklets, bangles (equal number on each wrist), a
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necklace of ‘city’ gold and ideally nose and ear piercings. It seems to be
a well known fact that rural women have strong and silky hair and this is
down to their use of coconut oil. At first I was a little apprehensive at the
thought of smothering myself in grease, but I soon saw the advantages!
Finally I decorated my hands and feet using mehindi (more commonly
known as the dye henna). Witnessing the marriage of Sulo, who was a
close friend, was extremely moving; although the intricacies of the
ceremony were a little hard to follow at times. It is worth noting that no
Indian function happens without a great deal of food. Not knowing
breakfast would be served I ended up eating two hearty breakfasts and
a traditional lunch served on a banana leaf. It is very rude to leave food
so it is fair to say that I was very full by the end.
It is difficult to gauge the impact you have had on the children and the
community over a year but there is no doubt that they had an enormous
influence on me. The enthusiasm and the resolve of the children at the
school are amazing, as is their desire for education. The school has given
them all hope for the future and, in particular, new employment
opportunities, due to an English medium education and vocational as
well as academic skills. It is an enduring hope that local people will have
opportunities that mean that they will not have to work in the brick kilns.
Here many of the children’s parents work in dreadful conditions,
churning out bricks six days a week. Whilst there is no denying that the
kilns provide much needed employment for the local area, it is bondage
labour and there are very few escape routes once people start. Often
workers are in debt to their ‘owner’ so the only way is to be bought out,
which was the case for a member of the school staff.
The love that the children and staff showed me was unbelievable,
incredibly touching and unforgettable. Saying goodbye was always going
to be difficult and heartbreaking. I was not prepared for the tears, not
only from the children but also from the teachers. The teachers were a
great source of motherly care and friendship and I cannot put into words
the effect they had on me. I will miss all the children, whose smiles and
humour brightened up every day as well as their acceptance and
friendship. I have promised to return and I will. Once again thank you
for all your support.

Caitlin Mullard
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Age Connects –
Cardiff & the Vale
Everyone’s Future: Think differently about age!
Age discrimination is one of the most widely experienced forms of
discrimination in the UK. Both older and younger people are stereotyped
and face negative attitudes and unfair treatment.
Too often older people are talked about in a derogatory, disrespectful or
patronising manner and their experience is not always valued. Young
people aren’t always taken seriously and are often tarred with the same
brush. Ageism undermines self-esteem and confidence, impacting a
person’s relationships, financial situation and quality of life.

Everyone’s Future is an exciting partnership project between youth
organisation Vibe Experience and local charity Age Connects Cardiff & the
Vale (previously called Age Concern) that aims to tackle negative
stereotyping and challenge age discrimination of both younger and older
people.
Funded by the Big Lottery, the project promotes intergenerational
activities and delivers free, interactive workshops and talks to
organisations, community groups, societies and schools. We cover a wide
range of issues surrounding ageism; exploring the causes, effects and
ways in which to confront negative stereotyping and age discrimination.

Want to know more?
If you are concerned about ageism and want to learn more, get involved
or arrange an informal talk for your group, then contact the Age Equality
worker at alice.matthews@age-concern-cardiff.org.uk or by telephoning
029 2068 3694.

Remember, age is just a number so let’s think differently
about it.
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Tel: 01656 881962
Office: 01656 880000
Mob: 07980278661

Julie David-Davies







Treat your children or grandchildren to a riding lesson
Own-a-pony day (includes stable management)
Or join our Saturday Club
Holiday Workshops: full day, half day, one hour session
Gift vouchers

The philosophy of St Brides Riding and Trekking Club is to encourage and
inspire individuals of any age through positive experiences and participation in
encouraging and motivating achievable tasks and activities in an outdoor
environment helping to develop personal and emotional skills, independence,
self-discovery, confidence, communication skills, and to raise self-esteem.

Welsh Riding & Trekking Approved Centre

FANCY A BREAK BY THE SEA?
In Southerndown
Self-catering bungalow (sleeps 6, 2 doubles, 1 twin)
Lovely sea views, close to M4
Also Bed and Breakfast available
Telephone: 01656 880532
Email: norfolk.1@hotmail.com
Write: R & H Norfolk, Little West Bungalows
Southerndown CF32 0PY
www.littlewestbungalows.co.uk
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Clare Bettridge RSHom
HOMEOPATH
‘Seagull Cottage’
44 West Farm Road
Ogmore-by-Sea
CF32 0PU

01656 880264
Bettridgeclr@AOL.com
www.cbettridgehomeopathy.webs.com

A gentle treatment for the symptoms of:
Asthma/Hayfever, Eczema/skin conditions
Recurrent colds/sore throats/chest infections
Menstrual/Menopausal problems, Behavioural/Emotional problems
Stress/Depression
And many other ailments …

METAL GOODS WALES LTD
Unit 1+2 North Road
Bridgend Industrial Estate
Tel. 01656 647755

Fax 01656 647744

Stockists and Distributors of
Steel, Aluminium and Brass
Sections and Sheets, Beams
Full sawing and cutting facilities for all materials

EWENNY GARDEN CENTRE
Gifts, coffee house, plants, furniture
Garden design and landscaping
Bespoke conservatories, windows and doors
Home and garden living
Under new ownership
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat 9.00am - 6.00pm
Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm
01656 663388
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MARTIN & JANET DAVID
WYNDHAM CARPETS
79 Nolton Street
Bridgend
01656 664047
A WIDE RANGE OF QUALITY CARPETS & VINYLS
FRIENDLY SERVICE & EXPERT FITTING

ELLIOTT ELECTRICAL (Bridgend) Ltd
Domestic Industrial Commercial Installation and Maintenance
Specialists in Data Installation, Fire Alarms,
Emergency Lighting, Door Entry Systems,
House Wiring, Portable Appliance Testing
Local Authority and NICEIC Approved,
ECA Registered
31 Main Road, Ogmore By Sea, Bridgend, CF32 0PD
Telephone 01656 880758
Email: enquiries@elliottelectrical.co.uk

EWENNY COMMUNITY VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE
The Hall comprises
a Main Hall, kitchen facilities, 3 small rooms on 1st floor,
toilets and good car park to rear
Available for single or regular hire
at VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
Please ring Caretaker on 01656 648814 for vacant dates
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Park Street Dental
26 Park Street
Bridgend
CF31 4AX
Principal dentists
Dr Nia Rogers BSc. BDS
Dr Catherine Meek BDS
Relaxed and informal atmosphere
New patients welcome
Welsh spoken
Two types of monthly payment schemes
with prices fixed until 2015
Free NHS treatment for children under 18
Tel: 01656 652 470
01656 654 725
Email: welcome@parkst-dental.com
www.parkst-dental.com
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News from the Beavers
It has been two years since scouting was revived
in St Brides by the formation of the Beaver
colony and the last term has been one of
transition. Five beavers have moved on to the
newly formed cub pack and been replaced by an
amazing twelve new faces.
Last term we completed our Global challenge
badge. You may have seen us out and about picking up litter and we will
do this again once the evenings allow but the opportunities to get
outside are always limited in the winter.
We also ran a couple of ceramics sessions where the beavers were able
to make and decorate their own Christmas decorations.
This half term we are looking to work towards our Air activity badge. To
help us with this we have a special visitor from RAF St Athan lined up to
talk to the beavers. We are always willing to welcome anyone who has
something to offer, coming along to talk to a very enthusiastic audience,
the more hands on the better, but be prepared for some serious
questioning.
There is also an opportunity for volunteer helpers who are working
towards their Duke of Edinburgh award or the Welsh Baccalaureate. Do
you or someone you know need a volunteer placement towards these
awards? St Brides Beavers would welcome you into our colony with open
arms and we promise that you will find your time most rewarding.
If you wish to help in any way or would like further information on
beavers then email me at stbridesbeavers@gmail.com.

Steve Ridout
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Date: Twelfth Night 09.30
Venue: St Bridget's Church
Present: 9 Holy Dusters

NI
GH
T

‘Twas the day to strip the halls of holly

Tra La La La La La La La!

‘Twas the day to stop being jolly

Tra La La La La La La La!

But we were determined to have some fun . . . . and so we did!
The tree was de-decorated.
All lights were removed.
Sparkly bits disappeared from the fantastic floral arrangements.
We felt a bit sad so No. 2 made a brew ……
and out came the biscuits!
Everything was boxed - but where to put
the boxes?
"The top of the cupboards as usual!"
“But

you

can't

put

anything

in

that

cupboard, it’s just for vases,” said No. 2.
“And we can't get anything on top of the cupboards! It needs a good
fettle up there.”
This was declared by our resident musical mature model (she of many
jackets fame who regularly solo walks the matting catwalk with eyes
appraising her from every angle!)
“I'll go and fetch my ladder, it's very light,” she said and so she did. Up
she went - one lonely worker being supervised by eight. We oohed and
aahed as she worked away and thanked God when the marvellous
Millennium Tapestry didn't fall on top of us and crush us.
Better luck next time!
We came away. Job done. AND we didn't need any brush to lean on!
Wonder if the Vale will take us on?

Joy Newton
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Where Have All The Fireworks Gone?
Dear Editor,
I would like to give a brief explanation as to why the Community bonfire/
fireworks display did not take place this year as I've been asked by
numerous people for a reason. As you know I'd been running this event
with help from some of our parishioners for five years and it had become
a very popular event in our sparse communities' social calendar with local
charities and St Brides Church in Wales primary school benefitting from
the event. Unfortunately this year the offer of the use of the venue in
front of the Heritage coast house was withdrawn after farmer Graham
David had very kindly let us use it in previous years. I approached as
many local land owners, farmers and local authorities as I could find but
had no luck in getting any positive response to let us hold the event
anywhere. Personally I'm very upset that another event to amalgamate
our local communities seems to have failed, but should anybody reading
this be able to change this situation and allow us to use some suitable
venue where we can store some pallets prior to the event and hold the
event again then I would be most grateful to hear from them.
Yours sincerely,
Chris Taylor
01656 880559 / christaylor666@btinternet.com

Art Group
Our informal art group meets on a Friday afternoon in St Brides church
hall at 2pm on the 2nd and 3rd Fridays of every month.
This small, friendly group offers no formal teaching, but we support
each other and our local artist, Ann, is usually with us to offer practical
tips.
Do come along, bringing your own paper, paints, pencils etc., and
enjoy a peaceful afternoon sketching or painting.
For further information please contact Shirley on 880652
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St James-the-Least
Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular parish clergy.
Take the parish of St James-the-Least for example. Here the elderly Anglo
-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his correspondence to Darren, his
nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained…
Letter from St James the Least of All –
On how to run your Diary for 2014

The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear nephew Darren
So, you have just attended a course on ‘Diary Management’, to get you prepared
for another year. If you had visited me, I could have told you all you need to know
in half the time. Allow me to provide you with useful information which was
probably not provided in your conference hand-outs.
First: buy the smallest diary you can find: large blank pages only encourage you to
fill them with too many appointments; the smaller the page, the easier it can be
made to appear that your days are fully booked.
Second: make sure that it is of a size that will conveniently fit into any pocket.
When dates are being arranged for subsequent meetings, you can theatrically start
going through jacket, trouser and overcoat pockets. By the time you discover it was
in your briefcase all along, all the dates will have been fixed and no one will notice
you never got any of them.
Third: adopt your own private code for bookings. This means that any parishioner
looking over your shoulder and seeing “1.30pm PLS” or “7.30pm WTD” will assume
you are attending important church meetings. The fact that they mean “Post
Lunch Sleep” and “Walk The Dog” will be known to you alone – although do have
alternative possibilities for your acronyms should you ever be challenged. My
congregation know I am assiduous in attending the “Pauline Letters Seminars” and
my membership of the “World Theology Directorate” is of many years standing.
22

Fourth: Record everything in pencil so that once you return home, you can rub
most of it out and can then deny you knew anything about those meetings you
were supposed to attend – and to prove it, you can show the blank page in your
diary.
Fifth: Put someone else’s address inside your diary. Should you ever have to resort
to the ultimate act and need to lose it, you do not want some Good Samaritan
returning it to you from the churchyard compost heap.
So you see, your day of flip charts and group discussions were quite wasted – and
I would gladly have presented my course for half their price.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

St Brides Village Market
The next Village Market will be held on Saturday 8th February from 10.30am till 12noon.
If you would like a table to sell anything at all we only charge
you 10% of your sales, i.e. there is no actual charge per table. So if you sell nothing you pay nothing. Can’t go wrong!
If you are interested call into the library at the Church Hall
any Wednesday afternoon/evening or Saturday morning. See
you there.

Robert Carveth
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Come to St Brides!
The following comments were written by Year 2 children from the
village school in tourist leaflets they were producing to attract people to
St Brides. You’ll wonder how anyone could possibly live anywhere else!


The school is amazing because there are lovely teachers. The
pupils in the school are talented.



In St Brides there is a road called Heol-yr-Ysgol. There are lots of
amenities in Heol-yr-Ysgol. There are loads of people there too. It
is so interesting.



The pub in St Brides is the Fox and Hounds. It is used for men
who drink beer and people who eat there.



In our community there is a brilliant church. In the church there is
a very smart vicar and there’s a bell that lets everyone know that
it’s time for church.



The church is very useful. Its glass windows are as shining and
colourful as a rainbow. The stunning clock tells everyone the time.



In the church the vicar is brilliant and there’s all the seats you
need and at the back there are amazing choir singers and
beavers.



In the hairdressers the hair stylists are professionals because they
have all shampoo and conditioner you need.



The church hall is useful for beavers and playgroup. Playgroup is
a group of little kids. And beavers is a fantastic playgroup for big
boys and girls.



In St Brides there is a lovely flower shop. It sells nearly every
flower in the world.



St Brides is near Ogmore by Sea and Southerndown beaches.
Sometimes on hot days the sea shimmers like fairy dust. On very
hot days it’s good to go and get some cool water. You can surf on
the giant blue sea.



The village is really friendly. The people are very generous, kind,
super and beautiful. Every building in St Brides is stunning and
decorated. There is a brilliant church, a stunning school, a super
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1904—
A MASTERPIECE
IS BORN AND
CARDIFF
BECOMES A CITY
I am proud that this is part of my family history as my great grandfather,
Alderman John Hogan Jenkins, was the first mayor of Cardiff and MP and
JP at the same time, and I am in possession of the silver trowel which he
used to place the terminal stone on the top of the clock tower of the
newly built City Hall making Cardiff a city.
Today people can’t remember Cardiff before the city hall was built. It is
now the centrepiece of a world-renowned civic centre. Visitors come
from all over the world to look at it and wonder. But there was a time
when there was nothing there, just 59 acres of land belonging to the
Marquess of Bute and the town (the city was yet to come) bought it for
£161,000 in 1898. In September 1900, James and William, sons of E.
Turner & Sons, built the hall for £129,708 and the adjoining law courts
for £96,583.
It took a year for the excavations and the foundations and in October
1901 the foundation stone was laid. It was a magnificent sight. The
stone was actually taken to the site by shire horses, six to a team,
straining to pull the 12 ton or even 15 ton blocks to the workers. There
were 40 of theses great horses waiting patiently while eight five ton
cranes heaved up the stone. One imaginative scribe said it was “a day
for silk hats and proud hearts.” In total 500 men worked on the
incredible buildings and at last in 1904 the work was finished.
It was on August 8th 1904 that my great grandfather laid the stone on
the top of the city hall. Two years later on October 29th 1906 a vast
parade passed through the city for a civic meal and an opening beyond
compare. One year later, the first ever meeting of Cardiff City Council
took place. Cardiff officially became a city in 1905. Today the civic centre
(City Hall) is a magnificent monument and although the men who built it
are long gone, they have a monument that kings might envy.
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Janet David

Have you been? Have you seen?
How many can you tick?
Monk’s Wood

Where ice was placed under the ice
tower

Orchids by the Pool

Commemorative groups of trees

Early summer

Coronations, General Picton

Psalm Stone

Stepping stones 100m from the railway

Ogmore by Sea

by a ford which is sometimes dry

A Roman stone

Dovecot at Llantwit

Plaque mentions Tewkesbury Abbey
Blow hole

Cliff ladders

an escape route from the incoming tide
The well in the Pant

Wood with ¼ million wild daffodils

near a golf course

Near the clapper bridge over the Alun

Blue Lady Ghost haunt

Beach walk OBS to Southerndown

only available at spring tides
The Victorian Laundry

Windmill ruin

In a sea buckthorn thicket near Candleston Castle
Contorted
faults

strata

and

The leat to water powered wood and
stone saws

near a suspension bridge
Carriage gateway in the
deer wall

Samtampa / Mumbles Lifeboat plaque

near Sker House

If you ticked all twenty, congratulate yourself, you have explored
the area very, very thoroughly.
For any yet to see, why not accept the challenge and discover?

Adrian Warner
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Voice of Experience
There was an engineer who had an exceptional gift for fixing all things
mechanical. After serving his company loyally for over 30 years, he
happily retired. Several years later the company contacted him
regarding a seemingly impossible problem they were having with one
of their multimillion-pound machines. They had tried everything and
everyone else to get the machine to work but to no avail. In
desperation they called on the retired engineer who had solved so
many of their problems in the past.
The engineer reluctantly took the challenge. He spent a day studying
the huge machine. At the end of the day, he marked a small “x” in
chalk on a particular component of the machine and stated, “This is
where your problem is.”
The part was replaced and the machine worked perfectly again. The
company received a bill for £50,000 from the engineer for his service.
They demanded an itemized accounting of his charges. The engineer
responded briefly:
One chalk mark £1 - knowing where to put it £49,999.
It was paid in full and the engineer retired again in peace.
Thumbs Up
A boy had reached four without giving up the habit of sucking his
thumb, though his mother had tried everything from bribery to
reasoning to painting it with lemon juice to discourage the habit.
Finally she tried threats, warning her son that, "If you don't stop
sucking your thumb, your stomach is going to blow up like a balloon."
Later that day, walking in the park, mother and son saw a pregnant
woman sitting on a bench. The 4-year-old considered her gravely for a
minute, then spoke to her saying, "Uh-oh...I know what you've been
doing."
Half Full or Half Empty?
Dear Optimist, Pessimist and Realist:
While you guys were busy arguing about the glass of water, I drank it.
Signed,
The Opportunist
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Vale of Glamorgan
Garage Door Services
SUPPLIERS OF LIGHT OAK DOORS
SECTIONAL AND ROLLERS


Friendly, personal and professional approach



No pressure selling



Highest quality and standard of construction



Committed to total client satisfaction



Doors made to measure at off the shelf prices
For further information or free advice please contact
Mike Larkin, New Build Sales Specialist
Tel: 01656 880905

Mobile: 07989 572161

BRACKLA CLEANING SERVICES
COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC
Local family-run business
Key holders, friendly, reliable and trustworthy
Competitive rates
Excellent references available on request
House exteriors painted at very reasonable rates.
UPVC fascias, soffits and gutters fitted.
Digital aerials supplied and fitted.
Ring Trudy Howells: 01656 661621
Mob: 07880 653958
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EWENNY POTTERY
Oldest established Family Pottery in Wales
Telephone 01656 653020
Traditional handmade earthenware pottery
Visitors welcome to workshop and showroom
Monday to Saturday 9.30 am _ 1.00 pm
2.00 pm _ 5.00 pm

Ewenny Woods Bed and Breakfast
The Trip (Off Wick Road)
Ewenny
Nr. Bridgend
Vale of Glamorgan
CF35 5BZ



 01656 766421 Mobile: 07988329038
 www.ewennywoods.co.uk
info@ewennywoods.co.uk
Sumptuous beds, glorious views

LAVENDER COTTAGE
For exquisite cakes that taste as fabulous as they look
~ Celebration cakes for all occasions ~
~ Beautiful Cupcakes ~
Contact:

Sarah Lavender, Wick Road, Ewenny
Tel: 01656 679755
email: sarah@cakesbylavendercottage.co.uk
Website: cakesbylavendercottage.co.uk
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Saturday mornings 10.30a.m.
St Brides Church Hall
Call in for
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St Brides Major
Community Library
Church Hall
Southerndown Road
Library Opening Hours
Wednesday 3.30pm - 7.00pm
Saturday 10.00am - 12 noon

