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Sunday Services in the
Parish of Ewenny and
St Brides Major
St Michael’s Priory Church, Ewenny
Every Sunday: 9.30a.m. Holy Eucharist

St Bridget’s Church, St Brides Major
Every Sunday: 11.00a.m. Holy Eucharist

All Saints’ Church, Southerndown
2nd Sunday in month: 8.30a.m. Holy Eucharist
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays: 6.00p.m. Evensong
4th Sunday in month: 6.00p.m. Holy Eucharist
Priest in Charge: The Venerable Philip Morris,

Archdeacon of Margam
The Vicarage, Southerndown Road,
St Brides Major, CF32 0SD
 01656 880108
 archdeacon.margam@churchinwales.org.uk

Parish Magazine
Please send any contributions to the editor, Chris Halsall
cmhalsall@btinternet.com or tel: 01656 880547
Advertising enquiries to the editor
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2015—the year of Ewenny 900
- though some say we have missed the 900th
anniversary of the building of the Priory Church by five
years, and others say we are five years too soon!
Which shows that history is not an exact science.
Our plans to celebrate the 900th anniversary of the laying of the
foundation stone of Ewenny Priory Church are almost complete. We have
the diary of events — it is now a case of working on the details.
Our first event is on the 11th and
12th March — telling the story of
the building of the Priory Church in
words, film and music.
A mixture of 1066 and all that, Horrible Histories (and some of the
exploits of Maurice de Londres are horrible), and Chaucer’s Canterbury
Tales. Those kind people at Sony are hopefully erecting a massive screen
in the Priory Church for exciting film sequences, and we are sourcing
authentic medieval music to set the mood. We may be too late to brew
mead, but there will be suitable refreshments during the interval.
Performances start at 7.30pm, tickets £5 from Ewenny Pottery.
The main event in the Priory Church in the summer
will be the Flower Festival from Saturday 11th
July to Monday 13th July. We invite all
organisations, clubs, groups, schools and
businesses to put a display in the Priory Church, in
some way illustrating the history or life of the Priory, or their connection
with the Priory. This is a community activity and we would like as many
people as possible to be involved. You don’t have to be an expert flower
arranger — but there will be people who can give you advice! Please
contact Suzie Inkin (880298) or Val Manning (661663) if you would like
to take part.
On Saturday 11th July we are holding an evening concert,
showcasing the amazing talents of this parish. If you would
like to take part, please contact Philip Morris (880108)
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The main Ewenny 900 celebration
service will be on Sunday 12th July at
11.00am when the preacher will be the
Most Revd Dr Barry Morgan, Archbishop
of Wales. St Donat’s Chamber Choir,
conducted by Wendy York, will be
providing the music for the service. At
6.00pm that evening we will hold a
Songs of Praise.

And now for something different...a
Medieval Fayre, organised by Ewenny
Community Council, to be held on the
Priory House grounds on Saturday
18th July by kind permission of Mr
Jeremy Picton-Turbervill. Lots
happening for a fun day out — medieval re-enactments, stalls, games,
music, food and hopefully our special Cwrw Ewenny, brewing and
tasting in progress! If you would like to get involved and help in the
planning of this, please contact David Hogan 664343 or
david_hogan88@hotmail.com.
For further details of all events, email Helen helenmorgan5@aol.com,
Philip archdeacon.margam@churchinwales.org.uk, visit ewenny.org.uk
or call in Ewenny Pottery.

Rediscovering the Past
- an exciting project for children of all ages.
For the second half of 2015 we are concentrating on
schools—but still with something to learn for everybody.
Year 6 of St Brides Major Church in Wales School will be
visiting Ewenny Pottery and the Stained Glass Workshop and meeting a
stone-carver to learn about the medieval crafts and then visiting the
Priory Church to see the craft work there. All this will be filmed to make
a DVD and on-line resources for other schools, who will be invited to
Ewenny in the autumn. A work-pack and teachers’ handbook will also
be available. Further details from Ann Jenkins annjenkins53@aol.com
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History is made at Cathedral ceremony

Ewenny and St Brides Major provide three canons for Llandaff
When Canon Mike Komor was installed as a Canon of Llandaff Cathedral on
Sunday 14th December 2014, history was made as he became the third of three
incumbents of our small parish to join the prestigious Llandaff Cathedral
Chapter.
Canon Komor, a former incumbent of the parish of Ewenny and St Brides
Major, joins another former incumbent Canon Mark Preece and the present
incumbent, the Venerable Philip Morris, Archdeacon of Margam, on the
Chapter.
“We think this must be unique in the whole Anglican Communion for two
former and the present incumbent of a parish to serve together on a Cathedral
Chapter,” said Archdeacon Philip. “Ewenny and St Brides Major is only a small
rural parish, so it feels very proud to have its clergy honoured in this way.”
Canon Komor was Vicar of Ewenny and St Brides Major from 2000 to 2005
before moving to his current post of Rector of Coity, Nolton and Brackla. Canon
Preece was Vicar of Ewenny and St Brides Major from 1992 to 1999. He is
currently Rector of Canton and was installed as a Canon of the Cathedral in
April of this year.
Archdeacon Philip, who was installed as a Canon in 1999, took over as Vicar of
Ewenny and St Brides Major from Canon Komor in 2005. As members of the
Cathedral Chapter they oversee the running of the Cathedral.
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LORNA
You may think that the editor has corrected an error
and absentmindedly not completed the process or
that my printer has gone haywire as it so often does.
But no: the surname has been deliberately omitted to
demonstrate the great affection Lorna enjoyed during
her stay in our parish. She was “Lorna” to all and
sundry, to the ladies of the WI, to those who tried
unsuccessfully to compete with her Welsh cakes, to
four vicars and their wives, to the doctors and nurses
in the chest clinic in Bridgend, to the teaching and non
-teaching staff of our church school and to those of
Bridgend Boys Grammar School.
Lorna was born and brought up in the Cynon Valley. She was a pupil at
Mountain Ash Grammar School and afterwards worked for the council in
Pontypridd before marrying Harry Pope, a water engineer from Tondu. They
settled in Ogmore and stayed there until their son Richard was appointed to a
senior post in a Yorkshire hospital. They moved to be near him and his family.
They soon settled down and even after Harry's death Lorna was very much
involved in the affairs of the community.
Much of the culture of the valleys moved with Harry and Lorna to the Vale. Her
genuine warmth was regularly experienced by her neighbours. She loved writing
and had the skill to express her feelings on paper. She was in the true tradition of
Rhys Davies, Gwyn Thomas and Jack Jones.
All this, however, gave way to family love. Harry was solidity personified. Her
sister, Mrs Marilyn Lingarde, who lives in Sully, was a constant supporter.
Richard won a Mid Glamorgan scholarship to Atlantic College where, not only did
he succeed academically, but was also Captain of Boats. He then qualified as a
doctor at Cardiff University Medical School and enjoyed a distinguished career in
NHS hospitals in England.
Lorna's final years were made precious by Richard, his wife Michelle and her four
grandchildren: Madelaine, Charlotte, Harry and Georgia.
Mrs Pope died on November 8th 2014: she will always be Lorna to many of us in
the parish and beyond its boundaries.
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John Brace

13th Annual Concert a huge hit with Ewenny audience
The Vale of Glamorgan Ensemble was warmly welcomed back for its 13th
annual concert at Ewenny Priory Church. Ably hosted by double-bassist and
Ensemble founder, Peter Fry, the evening was rich with song, story and
anecdote.
Performed on the steps of the altar, beneath the impressive glass roodscreen and lit by flickering candlelight, the evening, which had sold out days
in advance of the event, was a huge success.
The programme for the night opened with Boyce’s Symphony no1 in B flat
major, and was followed by excerpts from Handel’s Messiah. Llantwit soloist
Charlotte Ellett’s performance here was breath-taking, leaving the audience
in awe of her vocal range and sheer beauty of interpretation. Vivaldi’s
Concerto for two violins in A minor concluded the first half. After an interval,
fortified by mince pies and mulled wine, the second half started with the
spirited Festive Suite in A major by Telemann as well as pieces by Purcell, and
Handel’s Concerto Grosso in D major. Light-hearted Christmas music
concluded what was roundly agreed to have been a wonderful evening.
The Vale of Glamorgan Ensemble will return to Ewenny Priory Church next
December for their 14th annual concert as part of Ewenny Arts Festival.
Details of all events, including the forthcoming Ewenny 900 celebrations, will
be available on the Ewenny festival web-site and Facebook pages.
Allison Felton
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Providing children with a stimulating environment to experience
excitement, discovery and sociability through play while following the
Welsh Government’s Foundation Phase Curriculum.
A Fairtrade playgroup and the first independent playgroup in Wales to
receive the Platinum Award as an Eco School.
Limited places now available for children aged from 2.5 years.

Playleader: Mandy Davies
Tel: 07792 807654
Visit our website at: www.wickplaygroup.org.uk
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Art Afternoons
Are you artistic or would you like to
experiment and discover a hidden
talent? Perhaps you haven't 'done'
art since school. Why not pop in and see what we do and join a friendly and
informal group of amateurs? Anyone is welcome. Just bring pencil and paper,
and paints if you have them. We meet every 2nd and 3rd Friday of the
month at 2pm in the church hall. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided and
our local artist, Ann Tanswell, is available to help and enthuse!
Shirley Haworth

Valentine Dreams
A young woman woke up one morning and told her husband, "I just
dreamed that you gave me a pearl necklace for Valentine's Day. What
do you think it means?"
"You'll know tonight," he replied with a smile. Sure enough, that
evening the man came home with a small package and gave it to his
wife. Delighted, she opened it, only to find a book entitled ‘The
Meaning of Dreams’.
Old love
During a wedding reception the mother of the bride managed to keep
from crying until she glanced at the grandparents. The grandmother
had reached over to the grandfather's wheelchair and was gently
touching his hand. That was all it took to start the mother's tears
flowing. After the wedding, she went over to the grandmother and told
her how that tender gesture triggered her outburst.
"Well, I'm sorry to ruin your moment," Grandmother replied, "but I was
just checking to see if he was still awake."
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Life Saving made simple at Ogmore-by-Sea

I would like to extend my grateful thanks to everyone
who has supported me in raising funds to purchase a
defibrillator for the village. I am delighted to say that the
walk was completed successfully on a lovely winter
morning (thankfully!).
I have received very generous support from a number of
sources, £100 from the St Brides’ community who very kindly started the fund
raising, £588 from local community sponsorship, £185 through fund raising
activities outside of the village, and with the help of Barclays, just over £1600 in
total.
During the last 3 months I have received very positive feedback from within and
outside the village. The one recurring theme however, has been that the
villagers would prefer the defibrillator to be located at the Post Office, as this is
the most central point. Indeed there were some people who did not contribute
because they felt that the lifeboat station was too far away. There were other
villagers who felt that the ideal scenario would be to have two, one at the Post
Office and one at the lifeboat station.
After taking into account this feedback, and after discussing this with Julie at the
Post Office, I am pleased to advise that Julie has agreed that we can site the
defibrillator there. I am currently in the process of organising the electrical
supply to the defibrillator at the Post Office.
In addition, I have also now approached the British Heart Foundation to establish
if there is grant funding available, in the hope that we may be able to purchase a
second defibrillator which could be based at the lifeboat station. I have received
mixed messages as to the level of funding available and the prerequisites for
obtaining a grant. However, I have submitted an application and this has now
been supported by the local ambulance service. I am currently awaiting a
decision from the British Heart Foundation.
My next step is to try to ensure that we have as many people as possible trained
in CPR. I recently met with BHF fundraisers who I know have been offering CPR
training locally which is fantastic news, and I would love to hear from anyone
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who has signed up for this. BHF suggest we look to create a “community of CPR
trained individuals” and I wholeheartedly support this. The defibrillator would
be the “significant” added support, should this training ever need to come into
play.
The local ambulance service which has supported my grant application has
confirmed that they are happy to train any volunteers that I can recruit, and so
I now need to find those individuals. If you are willing to be on a list of CPR
registered volunteers, I would love to hear from you. You can contact me on
07896 425103 or email me on janstephens@hotmail.co.uk. Once I have an idea
of numbers I can co-ordinate the relevant training sessions.
Please help me to create this pool of people as we can then make a real
difference in a life or death situation. I genuinely believe that if one life is
saved, then the effort will have been worth it. Hopefully we will not be called
upon!
I would like to express my thanks to Chris for allowing me to take up space in
the parish magazine and I will also be posting updates at the Post Office to keep
people informed of progress. If you would like an update please feel free to
email me.
Finally I would like to thank everyone who has supported this venture and I
look forward to hearing from anyone who is willing to support the next phase.
Jan Stephens
59, Craig-yr-Eos Road
01656 881648 / 07896 425103

"The car won't start," said a wife to her husband. "I think there's
water in the carburettor."
Her husband scoffed and pointed out that she did not even know
what the carburettor was.
"I'm telling you," repeated the wife, "I'm sure there's water in the
carburettor."
The husband was very dubious. "We'll see. Where's the car?"
"In the swimming pool."
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The Iron Duke’s “Iron Soldier”
As we all know, the Battle of Waterloo was fought 200 years ago this year. It
was not only of great national importance - ending a series of wars that had
engulfed Europe since the early 1790s and ushering in almost half a century of
peace - but it is important in our family too, as John’s Great Great Grandfather
was one of Wellington’s humble foot soldiers who lived to tell the tale …
Born in 1793, Robert Iron (our ‘s’ was added later) was the eldest in a family of
hand loom weavers who lived in Haverhill, on the Suffolk/Essex border. But
maybe he had tired of weaving by the time he was 18 because, in October
1811, he enlisted as a private in the 51st Regiment of Light Infantry, with a pay
of 6d per day.
In June the following year he joined the rest of his regiment in north western
Spain, and a month later took part in the Battle of Salamanca on July 22nd,
1812. Although he was wounded, he was back with the regiment by the end of
the year and in May, 1813, he marched with 121,000 allied troops (British,
Spanish and Portuguese) across the mountains of northern Spain to fight the
French in the Battle of Vitoria on June 21st, 1813. This was swiftly followed by
the Battle of the Pyrenees (a large scale offensive during July and August) and
the Siege of St. Sebastian in August/September. Robert then fought with his
regiment in the Battle of the Nivelle on November 10th, 1813, and on February
27th, 1814 they fought as part of the Anglo-Portuguese Army in the Battle of
Orthez.
The regiment returned to England in the spring of 1814, and in June Robert’s
pay increased to a shilling a day. The rest of the year seems to have been
largely spent marching - from Plymouth to Portsmouth to the Isle of Wight and
back to Portsmouth. From there, in 1815, they sailed to join the allied army
near Brussels. Seven thousand of Wellington’s 50,000 infantrymen were, like
Robert, Peninsular War veterans (he had fought in six of the eight battles), and
only half of them were British. The Duke admitted that he had an “infamous
army, very weak and ill equipped with a very inexperienced staff”.
The town of Waterloo (in present day Belgium though then in the Netherlands)
is about 9 miles south of Brussels, and the battle took place nearby on Sunday,
June 18th. Robert was in Captain James Campbell’s Company, part of the 4th
Brigade commanded by Colonel Mitchell.
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At 11.00am the French started attacking Hougoument Farm, the key to
Wellington’s right flank, and there was fighting around the farm all day.
Robert and his regiment were on the extreme right of the line, responsible for
preventing 100 French cuirassiers (cavalry) from escaping. Of the 2,000 men
defending Hougoument, 500 were killed or wounded. According to a French
military writer at the time, one of the principal causes of Napoleon’s defeat at
Waterloo was “the admirable firmness of the British infantry, joined to the
sangfroid and aplomb of its chiefs”.
Robert spent the rest of his seven years’ military service in England, with his
pay increased by 1d a day for having fought in the Battle of Waterloo, and in
October, 1818, he returned to Haverhill. He went back to earning his living as
a weaver, married twice, and had 16 children, five of whom died in childhood.
He died at the age of 72 and his death certificate bluntly stated that the cause
was “Disease of the heart. Sudden fluctuations probably produced by smoking
and chewing tobacco, the stomach having but little food for it” – a sad end for
a brave man. As one of our grandsons recently wrote in his primary school
essay, “he not only wove cloth but wove himself into history …”

Margaret Irons

Christmas carols
One night as Christmas approached, some friends decided to go
carol singing. A man answered the door of one house, and
gasped as they launched into the opening lines of the first carol.
Within half a minute, he looked stricken. Soon tears were
welling up in his eyes. The carollers sang and sang, and the man
looked more and more moved by what he heard. At last the
carollers stopped, and one ventured: “I understand – you are
sad because our singing reminds you of your happy childhood
Christmas days.” The man looked at her with misery in his eyes.
“No,” he whispered back. “It’s just that I am a musician!”
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News from St Brides ‘Knit and Natter’ Group
The St Brides 'Knit and Natter' group
continues to thrive and expand its work with
the various charities it supports. We have
again had a very successful few months and
are looking forward to new projects in 2015.
Ty Cariad Africa is a charity that runs a very
successful orphanage and school in Uganda and also works with Uganda
‘Hands for Hope’ to help and provide support for street children and their
families. We have already sent blankets and knitted garments to them and
have formed a close relationship with the organisers. In early summer we
were lucky enough to have a visit from two teachers, Mary and Rita, who
teach in Ty Cariad’s school in Uganda. Together with Harvey and Jan Jones,
the local coordinators, we watched a film showing the work of the charity and
were given a moving talk on the needs, particularly education, in this country.
When St Brides Major School heard of our connection with 'Hands for Hope’
the pupils raised a large donation of money from their Lenten projects which
was presented by Lorraine Davies, a teacher at the school, to Mary and Rita.
This money has been used to purchase sweatshirts for the pupils of a new
school that has been built in the slums for the street children. The group were
also able to give them blankets and children’s knits for which they were very
grateful. It was a lovely evening and being able to meet Mary and Rita further
strengthened our ties with the project.
The group continues its support of the Western Vale Integrated Children’s
Centre in Llantwit Major and have donated many items for their nursery and
other projects, including a beautiful hand knitted Nativity set, made by one of
our many talented members, that was used fully during the Christmas period.
We also raise money for their projects by selling knitted and crocheted
garments and blankets on a stall at the St Brides village market, which is held
on the 2nd Saturday of the month in the Church Hall (starting again in
February). Why not visit our stall and purchase something for your children or
grandchildren?
One memorable project for the group in 2014 was knitting ‘poppies’ to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of World War I and the 70th anniversary
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of the D-Day landings. This raised £450 and the money has been divided equally
between the British Legion and ‘Help for Heroes’. A big THANK YOU to
everyone who bought a poppy and if you were not lucky enough to buy one in
2014 we are continuing to knit them again this year and will have them on sale
from mid summer onwards.
During the past few months we have also been able to donate shawls and
blankets to the residents of Brocastle Care Home.
The group meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at All Saints Church,
Southerndown, at 10.30am. We always welcome new members and ideas for
projects, so if you would like to join us, please come along and meet new
friends, or contact Jenny Francis 01656880605

Community Link Library News
As we enter our 4th year as a Community
Link Library, we are delighted to feel we have
settled into a good routine with the hours we
are open (Wed 3.30-6pm; Sat 10-12noon)
and a core of volunteers willing and able to
help.
As usual we have a selection of fiction, crime, history, biographies and nonfiction. The latter category includes cookery (want to try a new recipe?),
gardening, travel and hobbies. We also have a good number of large print
books for those who find them easier to read. Our selection of children's books
include the classics as well of a varied range for younger teens and early
readers. Of course we also have plenty of books for pre-school children as well.
Most books are changed on a regular basis at Llantwit Major library. Other
books have been donated or bought specially for our library, so there is always
something new to peruse. Helpers are always welcome so pop in and see what
we do.
Finally we also sell the council garden and blue recycling bags.
Shirley Haworth
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Winston Churchill – and a motorhome!
Can it really be 50 years since millions of people throughout the country
watched grainy black and white television sets showing the state funeral
of Sir Winston Churchill? It was on a wet day at the end of January in
1965 that we listened to the sombre tones of Richard Dimbleby as he
described the scene, shown from television cameras placed high up on
buildings along the route. And then there was the barge along the
Thames and the steam train taking the coffin to Oxfordshire for a private
service, followed by burial in the family plot at St Martin’s Church in the
village of Bladon.
A couple of years ago we loaded up our motorhome
and set off for a trip around some parts of Britain
that weren’t familiar to us. Our first stop was near
Woodstock. The campsite was located on land that
is part of the estate of Blenheim Palace and it was
just a short walk to the main gates. We peered through the gates and
wondered at the grounds but didn’t venture inside as our dog isn’t a
guide dog and wouldn’t be welcome. We strolled on into Woodstock
itself, catching glimpses of the grounds and parts of buildings from
various locations.
As is well known, Churchill was born in Blenheim Palace. His family had
links with the palace’s owner, the Duke of Marlborough, but the Spencer
-Churchills didn’t live there. Winston was born two months early in
November 1874, and his mother just happened to be visiting Blenheim
at the time. Winston must have been in a hurry to get on with things!
On the following day we set off on a walk through the fields to the
nearby village of Bladon. We do a lot of walking when we’re travelling
with the motorhome! Bladon is a small village – the sort of place you
can drive through and almost not notice. St Martin’s Church is located
off the main road but the Spencer-Churchill family plot was easy to find.
Churchill’s grave is marked by simple white stone and he is surrounded
by other members of his family. We were not alone. There was a steady
stream of people of all ages taking time and paying their respects, some
taking photographs. After a while we set off walking back to the
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campsite but on the way we were stopped in our tracks by
the sound of a low flying aircraft. We looked up and could
hardly believe our eyes, as across the clear blue sky flew a
Spitfire!
A few weeks later I heard on the radio of an airfield in Oxfordshire where
– for a price – you can learn to fly a replica Spitfire. I suspect that is what
we saw. But Sir Winston Spencer-Churchill is resting in a small village
churchyard, within walking distance of where he was born, and he has
an occasional Spitfire flying overhead – I think he’d like that!
Pam Moss

Eirlysiau
Traditional & Contemporary Upholstery
Looking to update your furniture?
Don’t buy new. Breathe new life into your existing furniture.
Create a bespoke piece that reflects your personality
and fits your lifestyle.
For a free no obligation consultation and estimate contact
Eirlys Vaughan
Tel:07805183929
Email:eirlysiau@gmail.com
Find me on facebook: www.facebook.com/eirlysiau
See one off items for sale on website:
www.eirlysiau.co.uk
Caravan and Motor Home interiors updating also available
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METAL GOODS WALES LTD
Unit 1+2 North Road
Bridgend Industrial Estate
Tel. 01656 647755

Fax 01656 647744

Stockists and Distributors of
Steel, Aluminium and Brass
Sections and Sheets, Beams
Full sawing and cutting facilities for all materials

FANCY A BREAK BY THE SEA?
In Southerndown
Self-catering bungalow (sleeps 6, 2 doubles, 1 twin)
Lovely sea views, close to M4
Also Bed and Breakfast available
Telephone: 01656 880532
Email: norfolk.1@hotmail.com
Write: R & H Norfolk, Little West Bungalows
Southerndown CF32 0PY
www.littlewestbungalows.co.uk

MARTIN & JANET DAVID
WYNDHAM CARPETS
79 Nolton Street
Bridgend
01656 664047
A WIDE RANGE OF QUALITY CARPETS & VINYLS
FRIENDLY SERVICE & EXPERT FITTING
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St Brides Major & District Playgroup
Your local playgroup
Open Monday to Thursday
Sessions 9am to 12noon, 12noon to 2:55pm or 9am to 2:55pm
Children accepted from 2 years to 4 years
All children are encouraged to experiment and explore through learning
using planned, structured activities and play. We open their minds and
transport them to magical places.

•

L.E.A. Grants for 3 and 4 year olds

•

Regulated and inspected by the Care and Social Service
Inspectorate for Wales (CSSIW) and ESTYN

•

We accept all Childcare Vouchers

•

All qualified staff
For more information please contact
Amanda Rogers. 01656 880851

EWENNY COMMUNITY VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE
The Hall comprises
a Main Hall, kitchen facilities, 3 small rooms on 1st floor,
toilets and good car park to rear
Available for single or regular hire
at VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
Please ring Clerk on 01656 711783 for vacant dates
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Commemoration of the Liberation of
‘s-Hertogenbosch in 1944
‘s-Hertogenbosch is Holland’s second biggest city,
situated in southern Netherlands, boasting a mixture of the old and the new. It
was founded in 1185 by charter granted to Duke Hendrik I van Brabant. In
speech, the Dutch normally refer to the city as Den Bosch. The city has a
cathedral, completed in 1530 and city fortifications which are still largely intact.
Throughout the centuries it has seen many conflicts and in 1940 was occupied by
the German Army in their push through Europe at the beginning of World War II.
The citizens of the area were suppressed under the Nazi regime for the following
four years, referred to as “Four years of hell” by a speaker at an after dinner
speech.
On October 27th, 1944 the liberation of the city from the Nazis began by
members of the 53rd Division of the Welsh Regiment which included the Welsh
Fusiliers. The army approached the city along a railway track near to the present
position of the cenotaph commemorating the event. Fighting went on for four
days, during which the regiment suffered the following casualties of 144 dead,
75 missing in action and 270 injured.
2014 marked the 70th anniversary of the liberation and, although few would
have living memory of the time, the good people of Den Bosch have never
forgotten the sacrifices of the Welsh regiment and have paid homage to them
year after year, inviting representatives from Wales to join them together with
remaining veterans of the conflict who still survive. This year only 12 veterans
survive; aged from 89 to 98 years old. From a previous account, it appears that 5
years ago they numbered 40.
For the 70th anniversary Bridgend Male Choir were honoured to be invited to
sing at the cenotaph and at other venues. Three bus loads of choir members and
wives or partners made the long trip via Dover to Calais, leaving Bridgend at the
unearthly hour of 5.00am. Fortunately we had the ultra modern coaches of
Edwards Coaches, including the Welsh Rugby team coach.
Our first duty the next day was to join the local choir, Gemengd Koor ‘sHertogenbosch, at the cenotaph, which is, strangely, now surrounded by a
housing estate but with an area of green park around it. Visiting dignitaries were
in attendance including the British Ambassador, the Lord Mayor of Cardiff and
other politicians. The choir’s contribution was singing “Mansions of the Lord”,
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“World War II Requiem” and the Dutch and Welsh National Anthems. Many
wreaths were laid in solemn dignity by the Ambassador, the two Lord Mayors,
veterans, children and others including one from Bridgend by the Choir.
At one point, a local dignitary was speaking about the events of 70 years
previous and mentioned that the army had approached via the railway tracks, of
which there appeared to be no sign. As if planned, a train then passed by a few
hundred yards away, behind some trees.
It is impossible to convey the emotion and
gratitude shown by the local people on this
occasion, especially when the remaining twelve
lined up as shown here. Old as they may be,
they all had a twinkle in their eyes and showed
great dignity.
Back in the main part of the city the celebrations continued with a parade of
many WWII vehicles, many of the like we had never seen before. There was
much marching and bands playing, showing the importance of the occasion to
Den Bosch. Prominent were banners thanking Wales for what they had done in
1944. A truly emotional but immensely enjoyable day.
Sadly this is to be the last time such celebrations will occur on such a scale, as
who knows how many of the veterans will be around in years to come and 70
years seems to be an appropriate number to end on. However, from what we
saw and heard, Den Bosch and its inhabitants will never forget.
For the choir this ceremony did not mark the end of our visit. We sang at a
home for retired residents, one of whom was celebrating her 100th birthday. It
was such a nice place several choir members haven’t been seen since. A joint
concert with the Dutch choir took place at the Jheronimus Bosch Art Centre,
which was originally a Church. It is decorated with many of the strange
sculptures made by Hieronymus Bosch who was a son of Den Bosch (1450 1516).
On our final evening we enjoyed a
meal, some song and a little ale with
our friends from the Dutch choir.
Speeches
and
presents
were
exchanged, including this banner
which sums up the whole trip.
David Francis
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St James-the-Least
Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular parish clergy.
Take the parish of St James-the-Least for example. Here the elderly Anglo
-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his correspondence to Darren, his
nephew, a low-church curate recently ordained…
Letter from St James the Least of All –

On the importance of NOT keeping accurate minutes

The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear nephew Darren
Since you were the one to ask this parishioner of yours to act as secretary, you
have no reason to complain about the minutes of meetings she produces. You
should never let anyone act as a secretary unless they either cannot speak English,
or are deaf – preferably both. The more significant the committee and the more
contentious the issues being debated, the more you should nobly put yourself
forward both to chair the meeting and take the minutes. In the majority of cases,
that will spare the other members that awkward moment when you ask for a
volunteer and they all feel the need to stare at their feet.
If you act as secretary, then you can be certain that accounts of what took place
will only be what you had wanted to happen and that the decisions taken will be
what you had already decided before discussions started. Any inconvenient
observations from other committee members can be omitted entirely.
Admittedly, the more observant may notice that your accounts of the meeting may
not wholly agree with their recollections, but the skill of being a secretary is not to
produce the minutes of the previous meeting until the day before the next one. This
will mean that the great majority will have long forgotten what actually did
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happen two months previously and that many will not have had the time to read
them anyway and will avoid having to admit that fact by passing them.
Only the deeply committed will want to pursue apparent discrepancies. In that
case, confess to the meeting that your hand-written notes were accidentally left on
a bus and so you can no longer check the accuracy of what you have written. As
a way of appearing helpful, you could even give the person challenging you the
bus route number and time of day you travelled – but make sure that that route
has subsequently been discontinued. Further challenges will rally the rest of the
committee to your side and someone will oil the wheels by suggesting you proceed
to the next item on the agenda. Since you are also the chairman, you naturally
bow to their request.
Just in the way that church rotas bear no resemblance to the people who actually
turn up to do the jobs, minutes of meetings need not bear too much resemblance to
what actually happened – especially if what did happen is inconvenient.
Democracy is all very well - provided a benign dictator is in overall control.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Pancakes
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons Kevin, five, and Ryan,
three. When the boys began to argue over who would get the first
pancake, she decided to give them a moral lesson. ‘If Jesus was
sitting here, he would say: ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I
can wait.’ There was a brief pause of astonishment and then Kevin
rallied. Turning on his younger brother he said: “Ryan, you be
Jesus!”
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For anyone who would
like to visit Jordan and
the Holy Land to walk
where
Moses
and
Jesus
walked
the
following may be of
interest.
During the 50 days this
year
that
Israel
bombarded Gaza no
European tour was
abandoned as Gaza is
100 miles away from
Jerusalem.
The
company that is used
over there supports
sixty
Christian
Palestinian
families
who rely on tours from
the West and further
afield. It is important
for these people not to
feel isolated, so I would like to encourage people to make the journey out
there. It is interesting to join with people from all over the world to see
where Jesus grew up, began his ministry, and spent his final days on
earth.
Jesus’ message is to love our neighbour and this is a chance to meet that
neighbour, to visit Petra, one of the wonders of the world, and to meet
like-minded people.

DATE NOW PUT BACK TO OCTOBER 2015
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Clare Bettridge RSHom
HOMEOPATH
‘Seagull Cottage’
44 West Farm Road
Ogmore-by-Sea
CF32 0PU

01656 880264
Bettridgeclr@AOL.com
www.cbettridgehomeopathy.webs.com

A gentle treatment for the symptoms of:
Asthma/Hayfever, Eczema/skin conditions
Recurrent colds/sore throats/chest infections
Menstrual/Menopausal problems, Behavioural/Emotional problems
Stress/Depression
And many other ailments …

Office: 01656 880000
Mob: 07980278661

Julie David-Davies

•
•
•
•
•

Treat your children or grandchildren to a riding lesson
Own-a-pony day (includes stable management)
Or join our Saturday Club
Holiday Workshops: full day, half day, one hour session
Gift vouchers

The philosophy of St Brides Riding and Trekking Club is to encourage and
inspire individuals of any age through positive experiences and participation in
encouraging and motivating achievable tasks and activities in an outdoor
environment helping to develop personal and emotional skills, independence,
self-discovery, confidence, communication skills, and to raise self-esteem.

Welsh Riding & Trekking Approved Centre
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Flautist
available for
wedding ceremonies and receptions
parties - dinners - corporate events
and any other occasions requiring musical entertainment.
Wide variety of repertoire from the classics to musical arrangements.
Can be accompanied by a pianist, organist or harpist.
Susan Buckland BMUS, LTCL
Tel: 01656 880300
Mob: 07792 625960
Email:

sue-buckland@hotmail.com

BARDSLEYS
A family run business located at St Brides Major

Plastering, Lime Plastering, Rendering, Decorating
City and Guilds qualified
No job too small
For a free, no obligation quote please contact Harry
Mobile: 07538 009502
Tel: 01656 881718
Email: info@start2finishplastering.co.uk
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Vale of Glamorgan
Garage Door Services
SUPPLIERS OF LIGHT OAK DOORS
SECTIONAL AND ROLLERS


Friendly, personal and professional approach



No pressure selling



Highest quality and standard of construction



Committed to total client satisfaction



Doors made to measure at off the shelf prices
For further information or free advice please contact
Mike Larkin, New Build Sales Specialist
Tel: 01656 880905

Mobile: 07989 572161

Ewenny Woods Bed and Breakfast
The Trip (Off Wick Road)
Ewenny
Nr. Bridgend
Vale of Glamorgan
CF35 5BZ



 01656 766421 Mobile: 07988329038
 www.ewennywoods.co.uk
info@ewennywoods.co.uk
Sumptuous beds, glorious views
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EWENNY POTTERY
Oldest established Family Pottery in Wales
Telephone 01656 653020
Traditional handmade earthenware pottery
Visitors welcome to workshop and showroom
Monday to Saturday 9.30 am _ 1.00 pm
2.00 pm _ 5.00 pm

ELLIOTT ELECTRICAL (Bridgend) Ltd
Domestic Industrial Commercial Installation and Maintenance
Specialists in Data Installation, Fire Alarms,
Emergency Lighting, Door Entry Systems,
House Wiring, Portable Appliance Testing
Local Authority and NICEIC Approved,
ECA Registered
31 Main Road, Ogmore By Sea, Bridgend, CF32 0PD
Telephone 01656 880758
Email: enquiries@elliottelectrical.co.uk

LAVENDER COTTAGE
For exquisite wedding cakes that taste as fabulous as they look
~ Wedding cakes~
~ Wedding favours ~
Contact:

Sarah Lavender, Wick Road, Ewenny
Tel: 01656 679755
email: sarah@cakesbylavendercottage.co.uk
Website: cakesbylavendercottage.co.uk
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