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SAINT TYFODWG’S CHURCH.

LOCATION
This ancient Parish Church of Llandyfodwg stands on 

the uplands of Glamorgan and is situated in the village of 
Glynogwr –(Llandyfodwg) on the South side of the 
A4093 approximately half way between Blackmill and 
Gilfach Goch, in the county borough of Bridgend, Mid 
Glamorgan, South Wales. Grid Ref 295650 187220.

SERVICES
Holy Eucharist every Sunday at 9 am with an

additional evening service at 5pm on the second Sunday of the month and special services at Easter, the 
Patronal Festival (June 25th)  Harvest, and Christmas. The Church is also licensed to perform the 
sacrament of Marriage. Baptisms and Funerals can also be performed by arrangement with the Vicar.

HISTORY
The Parish Church of the parish of Llandyfodwg is believed to have been founded by Saint Tyfodwg ap 

Gwilfyw, a Breton disciple of Saint Illtyd, in the 6th century on a pilgrimage route from East Wales to the 
Cathedral of Saint David’s, Pembrokeshire. It is the only church exclusively dedicated to Saint Tyfodwg 
(or Dyfodwg) with one other church, the ancient church of Llantrisant being dedicated to three saints of 
which Saint Dyfodwg is one and Saint Illtyd and Saint Gwynno being the other two.

However some historians believe that Tyfodwg (Dyfodwg) was a local chieftain who was promised 
sainthood by the missionaries of Saint Illtyd’s monastery at llantwit Major, if he and his followers 
converted to Christianity. It is interesting to note that the parish of Ystradyfodwg . - the name meaning 
‘the vale of Tyfodwg’ - in the nearby Rhondda valley, has never had a church dedicated to him with some 
believing that the parish was named after the locality ruled by the chieftain. Its parish church is dedicated 
to Saint John.

Nothing remains of the early structure of the first church at Glynogwr which would have probably been 
made of clay and wattle covering a small altar.
The foundations of the present building are believed to date from the 13th or14th century with the 

Medieval structure still surviving (and visible) in the tower and parts of the South and North  outer walls 
of the nave. Unfortunately from an architectural point of view, the nave of the church was extensively 
altered and rebuilt by the diocesan architect John Pritchard in the 1870’s, which swept away all the 
features of the earlier building. The South and East walls of the chancel being rebuilt by GE Halliday in 
1893-4 at the behest of Miss Olive Talbot of Margam Abbey.

In the late 20th century the parish was joined with the parishes of Gilfach Goch and Tonyrefail.
In 2002, a decision was taken by the Diocesan authorities to close the church but after a vigorous 
campaign by the small congregation and community, the church was reprieved, taken out of the deanery 
of Rhondda and placed in the Bridgend deanery.

In October of 2006, after at least 600 years as a parish in its own right, it was amalgamated with the 
parish of Cwm Ogwr to form the new parish of ‘Llandyfodwg & Cwm Ogwr’. The Reverend Kevin Lake, 
the ‘Priest in Charge’ of Cwm Ogwr becoming the new parish’s first incumbent. 

THE BUILDING
(Exterior)
The building comprises a chancel, nave, with tower to the West and porch facing South
The Chancel has a large moulded door set into its South side, together with a 2-light ‘low-sided’ window 
and cusped windows, and a well - detailed Perpendicular style 3 - light East window.
The nave has Two and 3- light trefoil – headed windows.
A blocked-up arch appears on the South side of the nave at its East end.
Above the slightly chamfered outer arch of the porch is an inscribed sundial of 1769 with an iron gnomon.
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The North wall is built of uncoursed rubble, the rebuilt South nave wall and chancel are coursed, with 
limestone dressings. Built into the South external wall on the West side of the porch are two monuments 
(a) round topped, inscribed to John William of …? Glynogwr, died 1797, and (b) a second taller slab, 
illegible but for the date 1728. 
The nave is roofed in slate, the chancel in stone tile. 
The tall tower is built of uncoursed rubble with a deep crenellated parapet set on a corbel table.It has a 
depressed headed door set into its West facing wall, and 2-light windows with labels.

(Interior)
The walls were rendered in the 19th century with the roof being of a three sided boarded timber vault 
design. The narrow chancel roof having three bays,with all bays having 19 century arch braced trusses 
with carved square bosses.
On the East wall to the left side of the altar there is a narrow niche in which there is positioned the nimbed 
figure of Saint Tyfodwg, dating from 1893. He is holding a pastoral staff and model of the church. 
Set into the North wall at the side of the altar is a smaller open niche and is probably a former aumbrey
where the consecrated elements (bread and wine) were kept
The East window has an internal hood mould on male and female corbel heads. 

Rood Loft.  Set into the North wall of the chancel is a blocked up entrance to what is believed to be the 
original doorway leading up to the Rood Loft. The loft being removed when the chancel was restored in 
1893. To the left side of it is a door leading into an aperture which original housed a part of the church 
heating system and the chimney which has also been removed. 

The Altar Rails date from the restoration of 1893.

The Octagonal Pulpit is of carved softwood (pitch pine) dating from the 1870’s. Restored in 1974. 

The Prayer Desk, hardwood dating from the 1870 restoration.

The Organ was originally a barrel-organ transferred from Holy Trinity Church, Ystrad Mynach in 1940. 
It was built in 1857 by J.W.Walker of London and originally played 10 tunes. It was converted into a 
conventional church organ in 1959 when an electric blower was fitted.

The Font which is traditionally situated near the church entrance, has an octagonal bowl set on a 
broached base, and is dated from around the 14th century.

The Lectern. Is made of wood of traditional design, with an eagle with outstretched wings, mounted 
on an orb which is supported by a pillar. It symbolises the strongest bird carrying the Word of God to all 
parts of the world. Donated by the Parish of Treherbert in 1967 on the closure of Saint Mary’s Church.

The Screen Stretching from the South to North walls at the West end of the nave and dividing it to form
a vestry, is a oak screen and leaded glass partition, with a single central door inserted into it. It was placed 
there as a memorial to the late Reverend William Edwards a former vicar of the parish, and was made by 
Messrs Charles Clark of Llandaff.

Oil Lamps. The Two Triple Oil Lamps hanging over the isle of the nave were restored in 1969 -70 during 
a major restoration of the church. Originally three in number one was found to be too badly damaged to 
repair. On the South and North walls of the nave are hanging two single wall mounted oil lamps with a 
further two lamps suspended from the roof of the chancel.

The Symbolic Shields depicting Christian symbols were affixed to the cornice of the Nave 
after being brought from Eglwys Dewi Sant, Tonypandy when it closed in 1980. 
Stained Glass Window. Set into one of the 2 light trefoil-headed windows in the North wall of the nave it 
depicts the Saints Tyfodwg and Illtyd with below the effigy of a priest believed to be The Rev John David 
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Morgan a former vicar of the parish, administrating the sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion. It 
was presented to the church by the late Mrs Amy Morgan in memory of her husband, the Rev J D 
Morgan.The window was designed and made by Celtic Studios of Swansea.

The Tower Entrance Arch. This wide pointed Norman arch leading from what is now the vestry into the 
base of the tower was probably the original West entrance into the church before the addition of the tower. 

The Bells Three bells are hung in the tower there were four, but one was removed in 1884 because it was 
insecure and sold. The remaining three were cast in 1720 by Evan Evans of Chepstow, their weights being 
approximately 4, 5 and 6� cwt. One being inscribed with the names of the Vicar and Churchwardens of 
1720, the other :- PROSPERITY TO THOSE WHO LOVE GOOD BELLS, and the third PEACE AND 
GOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD. They are in working order and are virtually as they were when hung in 
the1720’s.

Aisle of the Nave
Beneath the aisle floor there is a number of  large vents for the solid fuel heating system and also a small 
boiler. These vents were originally covered by metal grids but have now been covered with sheet wood 
and a carpet.  

Monuments
Fixed to the walls are a number of memorials, On the South chancel wall there is a slate tablet with oval 
plaque to Mary Tudor of Pantyveed d 1813, husband and his later wife added. On the North wall a two-
part limestone tablet with arched top, having a well lettered inscription to Elizabeth William, d 1823.  In 
the nave, alimestone tablet inset into the East wall and partially hidden by the organ, to Evan Richard, d 
1693, A monument to Thomas Rees Pritchard of Inisybwt House, Blackmill, d 1918 on the North wall of 
the nave and also a draped urn over a white marble plaque to William Tudor, d 1841. Behind the pulpit a 
framed black plaque to George Lucas d 1688, and also his son William, d 1777 is worth reading.
There are also a number of inscribed gravestones beneath the chancel floor, underneath the organ and 
believed to be in the base of the tower

Set in the chancel floor on the south side of the altar is a remarkable boldly carved 
effigy in relief of a pilgrim carrying his staff and purse, with symbols of his 
journeys to the Holy Land, to Rome and to Compostella. Possibly dating from 
either the 13th or 14th century. Tradition has it that he was travelling from the 
monastery at Penrhys to either Llantwit Major or Saint David’s when he died and 
was buried in Saint Tyfodwg’s church. The effigy is believed to have survived for 
so long as it was placed originally on top of a chest tomb. However since it has 
been set into the floor of the chancel, probably during the 1893 restoration, it is 
now in greater danger of being worn or damaged.

LISTING
The building is listed as a basic medieval church, but included at Grade II on account of the outstanding 
monument set into the chancel floor, which is recognized as being of national importance in Britain to the 
iconography and understanding of medieval art and universal practice of pilgrimage.


