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Dear Friends 
 
Can I take this opportunity of wishing you all a Happy New Year.As 
we all know a New Year is a time of new beginnings, and resolutions, 
thinking of new ways forward, and changes. It can be a time of great 
apprehension as we face the New Year, but as many of us know 
resolutions and big ideas often come to nothing. 
 
I am trying to be a bit more sensible with my New Year resolutions, 
and make sure that they are achievable. 
 
Can I thank you for your support over recent months. I am hoping that 
in 2015 we will grow closer together and support one another. 
 
As we pass through the season of Epiphany and celebrate the gifts of 
the wise men can we remember that we all have gifts to give as well. 
They may seem small and insignificant to us, but when joined with 
everyone else's gifts it will make a huge difference to building Gods 
Kingdom, and make the seemingly impossible, possible. I think 
Stephen Smith summed it up for us when he preached at Llanover on 
Christmas eve, when he spoke about what that little mouse could give 
the baby Jesus.  
 
Christmas was our first Christmas as a group, and I was overwhelmed 
by the number of people who passed through our church doors 
looking for the real meaning of Christmas. Bumper congregations at 
the carol services in Goetre, Mamhilad and Monkswood, at the Crib 
services at Goetre and Mamhilad, first Eucharist at Llanover and 
Midnight Mass at Goetre were very encouraging, and so rewarding to 
everyone who put such hard work into making our churches look so 
beautiful, and preparing the services. Our thanks to everyone who 
donated the trees and decorations as well as their time to make this 
possible. Over the months leading up to Christmas everyone worked 
extremely hard fund raising both for our churches and for local 



charities. Can I thank all the organisers and workers as well as the 
supporters who made these events so successful.  
 
I am now looking forward to Lent and Easter, and the ministry team 
has begun to look at how we can enable our congregations to develop 
a reflective approach to faith. To help with this we have agreed that 
some of our churches will be open during Lent, and we will have some 
Lent reflections to supplement the two we have shared with Mount 
Zion in the last few years.  
 
Also looking to the future I have been encouraged by people asking 
about confirmation, and we will be running a small group which will 
meet at the Rectory to prepare for this. Please contact me or Stephen 
if you would be interested in joining this group, either to be confirmed, 
or just to explore your faith a little more.  
 
I would really like to get a comprehensive data base of all of our 
church members and supporters so that we can let you know about 
things that are going on in the Group. The Goetre-Llanover-Churches 
website is kept up to date, although the Mamhilad, Monkswood and 
Glascoed site is not up to date, if anyone would like to help with this 
please contact me.  
Please note that the number of the Rectory is 01873880378 
 
Please leave a message if I'm not in. My email isCollieriohnl@aol.com 
and if anyone would like to be added to the data base please drop me 
an email.  
 
The Christmas season is one of Joy, Happiness and Gladness, but I 
am mindful of those who have been unable to enjoy the festive 
season because of illness. 
 
I am also mindful of those who have lost loved ones around the 
festive period, and the past year.  
 
In the bidding prayer for Carol Services which Dean Eric Milner-White 
(Dean of Kings College Cambridge 1918) wrote there are words which 
have helped me with my thoughts and memories for the departed 
close to me, and I would like to share some of them with you. 
 



Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but 
upon another shore, and in a greater light. That multitude which no 
man can number, whose hope was in the word made flesh and with 
whom in the Lord Jesus we are forever one. 
 
With New Year Blessings 
 

John 


