
 

 

 NEW BELLS FOR SOUTH WALES 

 

A new ring of six bells (tenor 11cwt. 
In G) have now been placed in the 
tower of St Mellons church, near 
Cardiff, by Messrs John Warner & 
Sons of the Spitalfields Bell Foundry, 
London. A band of ringers from the 
Llandaff Association met at St Mellon’s 
to test the bells, and after many 
touches had been rung, one and all 
expressed the greatest satisfaction with 
the tone and the “go” of the new peal.  
All the bells are equipped with the 
latest pattern fittings, and hung in a 
new steel frame.  The dedication will 
take place as soon as the restoration of 
the tower is completed. 
 
 
 
From The Ringing World, Page 194, March 20, 1914  
 



 
Certificate for Reginald H Addis, Tower Captain of St Mellons to 
mark his election to The Society of College Youth, London on 6 
June 1964, as displayed in the tower today.  
 

Around and About 
 

The senior Honourable Life Member of 
the Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan 
Association, Reginald H Addis, 
celebrated his 93rd birthday on 21 
March.  He was appointed Tower 
Captain 73 years ago and still controls 
the tower!  For many years St Mellons 
was a very popular practice night for 
six bell ringing. 
 
On his birthday Reg rang his favourite 
Morris’s 240 for a wedding.  On 
Sunday 22nd a quarter peal was rung 
for the evening service after which 
Reg and the congregation celebrated 
with cake and tea. 

MJP 
 

From The Ringing World, page 348 dated April 3rd, 1998 

 



Obituary – Reginald H Addis 
 

The death of Reg Addis on 5th May at the age of 
95 has brought to an end a remarkable life of 
service at St Mellons church and to the 
community. 
 

He was appointed Tower Captain when 20 
years old and held the post for 75 years – 
surely a record.  During most of this time he 
maintained a regular band of Sunday Service 
ringers.  For many years the Tuesday night 
practice was the meeting point for ringers from 
towers in the Cardiff area and in the sixties and 
seventies, his well-organised outings were the 
highlight of the year.  He was made an 
Honorary Life Member of Llandaff & 
Monmouth Diocesan Association after 50 
years’ membership. 
 

In addition to his service to the tower, Reg was 
a lay reader and Churchwarden for many 
years.  He served until well after his 80th 
birthday as a Councillor on the local District 
Council and in due time he was elected 
Chairman.  As a tribute to his long service, the 
Mayor of Newport was in attendance at the 
funeral service. 

Reg was also a highly respected Freemason for 
some 54 years and was particularly proud to 
have taken part in a peal of Stedman Caters 
rung by Freemasons at St John’s, Cardiff in 
1954. 
 
The funeral service was held in St Mellons 
church on 12th May and the large congregation 
included many representatives from his various 
interests.  The bells were rung half muffled 
before the service and a quarter peal was rung 
as the cortege made its way to the burial in 
Marshfield churchyard. 
 
I visited Reg less than 24hours before his death; 
he was delighted to know that a new 
enthusiastic band of ringers has recently 
become active at St Mellons. 

M JACK PRYOR 
From The Ringing World, page 584 dated June 9th, 2000  
 
 

Postscript – Reginald H Addis was elected as a member 
of The Society of College Youth, London on 6 June 
1964 and his certificate No 6578 is displayed in the 
tower today. 
 
 



St Mellons won the Monmouth Call 
Changes Striking Competition May 

2013 at Tredunnock Church 
 
 
 

 
 

Four members of the winning band: - Andrew Phillips, David Mundy, 
Jen Mundy and Brad Burns.  Unfortunately, Mike Bonaker and Geraint 
Thomas were unable to stay to hear the results so are not in the 
photograph. 
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Ian and Caroline Hartfield’s Wedding with St Mellons Bellringers on  
23 November 2013 

 
St Mellons Ringers at Striking Competition 2014 at Magor 



 
Mary Burns  on achieving her Bell Handler Badge  

21 November 2014 

 
      St Augustine’s and St Mellon’s Bellringers Christmas Dinner 2014 

 
St Mellons Ringers at 2015 Striking Competition at Nash 



 
 

 
 

 


