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Well here we are again, another year, more challenges, more ups and downs, 
another year of wondering whether this world of ours will every sort itself out. We 
have countries at war, we have countries in debt, and we have countries facing 
internal disputes of which some are violent. Have you noticed something? Yep the 
majority of this world wide pickle is down to the human race, God’s creation, God’s 
people, US! So when are we going to stand up and be counted and make a 
difference to the world around us? 

 

Luke 21:8-20  (NIV) 

He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them.  When you hear of 
wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end 
will not come right away.” 

 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom.  There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various 
places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 

 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over 
to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors, and all on account of my name.  And so you will bear testimony to me.  
But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves.  For 
I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist 
or contradict.  You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives 
and friends, and they will put some of you to death.  Everyone will hate you because 
of me.  But not a hair of your head will perish.  Stand firm, and you will win life. 
“When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its 
desolation is near. 

We read so much about global warming and alike, and we know that the ice at the 
Polo Ice Cap is melting causing the sea level to rise, and it now a common belief that 
we are the major contributory factor to this sort of thing happening. 

We have countries not able to pay the debt because the Governments of those lands 
have lived beyond their means, and yet we look with scorn on those who individually 
live hand to mouth, or by maxing their credit cards.  

In the West there are not many of us who have to suffer abuse at the places we 
worship, and we don’t often have to face leaders because of our faith, but maybe 
that is because we Christians are not shouting load enough about the things that 
have an effect on this world, or our neighbours wherever they are in the world. 



Many may say, ‘I don’t feel comfortable sharing my faith’. But again in the  passage 
Jesus says, ‘I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be 
able to resist or contradict’. So why do we feel so vulnerable and sit meek and mild, 
not wishing to upset anyone else’s apple cart? 

We do not seem to have the will to challenge society, we seem to take the easy road 
like all people and accept the unacceptable. Again Jesus says, ‘But not a hair of your 
head will perish.  Stand firm, and you will win life’. So why are we so meek and mild? 
Is it because we don’t believe what the Lord tells us?  

We need to stand and be counted, to show that there is meaning in Christian values 
and the Christian culture. We are not just a clique meeting on a Sunday; we are the 
seven day a week ‘Club’ of the Lord. 

Speak up for what you believe in and ask the Lord to be the guide of your words, to 
arm you with the ability to speak and bring others to His Kingdom. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes. 


