
From the Evangelist Desk, (which is a desk now), in a sort of office. 

February 2013 edition of the magazine. 

I was wondering what to write for the February edition of the magazine, and the strangest thing 
happened, I thought that I would take time and read the daily devotional’s that I receive by email, 
and also to spend some time with the Lord in prayer asking what to write this month. What’s 
strange about that I hear you ask? Well the strange thing was that I was going to write about 
something completely different, and I felt the Lord guide me and inspire we to use two of my daily 
devotional’s, and I feel that both give strength in faith to pray and to evangelise to others about our 
faith. 

(Inspiration from Rick Warren’s daily devotional 12th January 2013): Daily Hope with 
connect@newsletter.purposedriven.com 

Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore, I have set my face like 
a stone, determined to do his will. And I know that I will not be put to shame. Isaiah 50:7 (NLT) 

I have learned through the years that when we pray, expect to hear from God. I can’t say it any 
simpler than that. The Lord will answer, it may not be the answer we were expecting, but 
nevertheless the prayer will be answered. 

What we have to learn is to expect that God will answer our prayer. This is where faith comes in. 
We wait expectantly on God, not to and hold Him to our time allocation, in the spare five minutes, 
but in God’s time. 

Waiting on God is never a waste of time. In fact, it is time well invested in our life. It keeps us 
focused on God and living in light of eternity. But one of the problems we have in modern society 
is trying to manage the time to be with God. A time in fellowship with our Creator. God and me and 
me and God.  

Hurry is the death of prayer. One reason we may not hear God speak to us is that we don't wait 
long enough. He wants us to care enough to listen. I don’t know about you, but I was the bane of 
my parent’s life. I would listen to them if it didn’t interrupt something else I had planned, or it didn’t 
take longer than five or six minutes.  It isn’t just pray we sometimes hurry, it’s mealtimes, family 
time and everything else that suggests that we slow down and listen to the Lord. 

The Bible says there are three things to do as you wait – 

• Wait quietly -- “I wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him.” (Psalm 62:5 NLT) 
• Wait patiently -- “Be still in the presence of the Lord, and wait patiently for him to act.” 

(Psalm 37:7 NLT) 
• Wait expectantly -- “I wait expectantly, trusting God to help, for he has promised.” (Psalm 

105:5 LB) 

So in summary, we need to take time, time to be with the family, time to unwind, a time to be a 
Mary sitting at the feet of the Lord, listening to all that he has to say. A time of humility to sit after 
prayer and wait for the Lord to respond.  

(Inspiration from Word Live 12th January 2013).  wordlive@scriptureunion.org.uk 

John 4: 43-54 Jesus Heals the Official's Son  

After the two days, Jesus left for Galilee.  He himself had pointed out that a prophet is not 
respected in his own country.  When he arrived in Galilee, the people living there welcomed him. 



They had seen everything he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast. That was because 
they had also been there.  
Once more, Jesus visited Cana in Galilee. Cana is where he had turned the water into wine. A 
royal official was there. His son was sick in bed at Capernaum. The official heard that Jesus had 
arrived in Galilee from Judea. So he went to Jesus and begged him to come and heal his son. The 
boy was close to death.  
Jesus told him, "You people will never believe unless you see miraculous signs and wonders."  
The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies."  
Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live."  
The man believed what Jesus said, and so he left. 51 While he was still on his way home, his 
servants met him. They gave him the news that his boy was living.  He asked what time his son 
got better. They said to him, "The fever left him yesterday afternoon at one o'clock."  
Then the father realized what had happened. That was the exact time Jesus had said to him, 
"Your son will live." So he and all his family became believers.  
This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee.  
 
 ‘On your way’ 
Jesus is confronted by a man who has travelled many miles seeking healing for his son who he 
believes is at death’s door.  
Jesus’ response to this desperate man seems a bit harsh; surely we would have been more 
sensitive – the boy could be about to die! The man wants Jesus to go back with him – he wants a 
cast-iron guarantee that the healing will happen (v 48). Jesus longs simply for him to believe, and 
sends him back with nothing but a verbal promise: ‘On your way. Your son will live.’ 
 
Just enough 
what would you have done? The man obeys and is met on the road with the news that his son is 
alive and well. The son had turned the corner – at 1 o’clock in the afternoon, would you believe! 
 
In effect, this is part of the master class in evangelism. We don’t offer people proof, we offer just 
enough evidence for them to act in trust and obedience. But it is also a challenge to our personal 
faith where we ask, “is the word of God enough for me today? Or will I only react to something 
outwardly dramatic?” 
 
Yours in Christ. 
 
Rick Hayes.  
 


