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Lent Address from an Evangelist – personal thoughts. 

As I sit here writing this article, I have my IPod playing, and the current track is Cold Play, ‘against the 
World’. (Whatever happened to the CD player, or the tape player, or the good old record player?)  
‘Against the world’ seems quite apt for us Christian’s we always seem to be against the world. Worldly 
material items, world politics when it goes against the Christian morals. We are also against the world 
where the mainstream that can lead to sin and depravation.  
 
During Lent we take time to reflect and give up something. Amazing that many people that I know that are 
not Christian are asking each other what they are going to give up for Lent? Lent seems to have more 
meaning to many than the Birth of Christ, (Christmas), and the Death and Resurrection of our Lord, 
(Easter). Why is that I wonder? Why do people recognise that they need to give something up? Nearly 
always it is something materialistic, chocolate, sweets, drink, and alike. Last year one person I know was 
counting down the days until the end of their time of Lent where they gave up something of value to them. 
 
I am now spending time thinking what should I give up for Lent? Then it came to me, I should stop holding 
back on love, which I do on occasions. I should take the Lord’s love shown to us all and share it with others 
this Lent. 
 
"Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples." (John 13:35 NLT) 
 
This points out that, a Christian without a church home is like an organ without a body, a sheep without a 
flock, or a child without a family. It is an unnatural state. The Bible also says, “You belong in God’s 
household with every other Christian” (Ephesians 2:19b LB). 

Today’s culture of independent individualism has created many spiritual orphans “bunny believers” who hop 
around from one church to another without any identity, accountability, or commitment. Many believe it is 
possible to be a “good Christian” without joining (or even attending) a local church, but God would strongly 
disagree. There are also those who play ‘Mix and Match’ spirituality where they take something from the 
Church, mix it with something from another religion, or a sect, such as visiting spiritualists, that sort of thing, 
and they feel, ‘JOB DONE’ I am a spiritual person. 

This Lent I am going to give up being greedy on my time, because, due to work and other activities that I 
am involved in, I am not spending as much quality time with the Lord as I ought. There are not enough 
hours in the day, and I am tired and out of energy. But by the same token I am always communing with the 
Lord asking for guidance in all that I do and say, as well as asking that my life be dedicated to His want. 
 
‘An organ without a body’, I am sometimes like this, where I spend time ‘Bunny hopping’ trying to find 
where I belong, both socially and spiritually. I feel distant from others; I can feel alone even when among 
friends. Why is this? Why am I sometimes an ‘organ without a body’?  
 
I have viewed and read many ‘on-line’, Christian blogs and websites and I even receive daily devotionals 
from the web. But is this helping me to become an ‘organ without a body’? Am I drawing away from Christ’s 
body and becoming a hermit?  
 
The web is one way we can reach out to the great un-churched, but is it the right way? I know that many 
spend a great deal of time with their faces glued to the I Pad, Computer screen, and all the other gizmos, 
but does that mean that we have to reach out using this type of media to spread the Word? 
 
We were not created by God to be independent from one another; we were made for each other, husband 
and wife, family, both in blood and the church, and as community. But now community ends up being a 



computer link giving a 2d image of the one we are talking to. We socialise from our own home, with others 
in their own home.  
 
So back to what I am going to give up this Lent, I am going to give up holding back on my love, and I am 
going to share more of the true love that can only come from God because it dwarfs even the love of the 
human family, and I am going to share this deep love with others and sow seeds and see what happens. 
 
The Lord is great and there is nothing that He can’t do. So let us trust in the Lord and ask what He wants of 
us this Lent, what does He want us to give up to bring an increase to His Kingdom? 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus. 
 
Rick Hayes 
 


