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The eye of a needle! 

Matthew 19:24 

New International Version (NIV) 

24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Hello to you all again. At the time of writing we are not yet into the new year, in fact I 

am writing this article on New Year’s Eve, but you will be reading it in February. So, 

do I wish you all a Happy New Year or not? A bit late I think. 

Well back to the article, I have chosen a piece of Scripture that has always held an 
interest to me,  Matthew 19:24 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 

I sometimes take things literally and once thought what a ridiculous thing to say, a 

needle is a small tool which has a thread passed through its eye to sew fabric or 

whatever. How could a camel possibly fit through something that small? But 

pondering this thought is anything impossible for God? No, then He would be able to 

send a camel through the eye of the needle. 

Some say that the eye of the needle may represent small gates that surrounded 

Jerusalem, where the goods or baggage that the camels were carrying had to be 

offloaded before the camel could be squeezed through the narrow door. Now this 

explanation I can understand and find it easier to relate to.  

We all have baggage we carry around with us, and we often load our baggage onto 

others, where we expect them to carry their fair share of our load, whether it be 

habits, or world-view, it doesn’t matter, we all carry baggage and this often stops us 

on our journey. Liken this to reaching the gate called the ‘Eye of the Needle’. What 

do we do? Do we look at the baggage and remove it to pass through the gate? Or do 

we keep it strapped to the camel’s back and move off to try and find another route 

into the Kingdom?  

We all too often get caught up in the world around us, we are bombarded with 

advertising that tells us we really need this and we really need that to make us a 

success, or to look more attractive to others, and guess what we sometimes fall for 

the clever advertisers. If we didn’t they would be out of business and quite a few 

people around the world would be out of work. But there is a fine line in what we 

accumulate throughout our lives. When talking about the eye of the needle, Jesus 

was speaking of a rich man that found more value in his worldly wealth than he did in 

following Jesus. 



What about us? How do we measure up? How much baggage are we carrying? How 

much baggage do we expect others to carry for us? How much to we worship our 

worldly wealth?  

If you are interested in trying to understand this piece of Scripture more fully, there 

are many Commentaries on-line. Here is an extract from, William Barclay’s Daily 

Study Bible: The camel was the largest animal which the Jews knew. It is said that 

sometimes in walled cities there were two gates. There was the great main gate 

through which all trade and traffic moved. Beside it there was often a little low and 

narrow gate. When the great main gate was locked and guarded at night, the only 

way into the city was through the little gate, through which even a man could hardly 

pass erect. It is said that sometimes that little gate was called "The Needle's Eye." 

So it is suggested that Jesus was saying that it was just as difficult for a rich man to 

enter the Kingdom of Heaven as for a huge camel to get through the little gate 

through which a man can hardly pass. 

Remember when we come to the ‘Eye of the Needle’, there is a choice. We can look 

at all we are carrying and let go of all that we do not truly need, and pray to the Lord 

that He teaches us to focus on him and to allow us to pass through the ‘Eye of the 

Needle’, to continue our journey in faith. Or we could keep all we have accumulated 

and choose another route, but we must remember that travelling this route may well 

take us away from the Lord, because the path will be wide and temptation rife. 

Let us pray that the Lord be always with us and to make our choices the right ones to 

always bring Him Glory in all that we do and choose. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 

Diocesan Evangelist.  


