
From the Evangelist Desk March 2014 edition. 
 
I’ve been hit between the eyes! 
 
A few weeks ago, in fact a few months ago when you come to read this, I was 
questioning my worth to the Lord. 
 

 Why am I here? 

 What am I doing to better God’s Kingdom? 

 Why does so much of what I do turn to nothing? 

As part of my daily prayer life, I read 1 Corinthians 9:1-17 and that’s when it 
happened. I have taken some of the relevant passages that really hit home and I 
would like to share them with you. 

The Rights of an Apostle  

 1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Haven't I seen Jesus our Lord? Aren't you the 
result of my work for the Lord? 2 Even though others may not think of me as an 
apostle, I am certainly one to you!  
I am free, free to choose whether I wish to dedicate my life to Christ, or to carry on in 
my own sweet way. I feel less than human if I am not sharing the Good News of 
Christ with others, but like all of you, I haven’t seen the Lord, not in the physical form 
anyway. Paul also didn’t see the Lord, but he heard Him when he was travelling the 
road to Damascus, he also saw a bright flash of light. But he did not physically see 
the Lord. 
Some people I speak to allude to the thought that I am an apostle, but unlike Paul 
who says he was the least of the apostles, I can assure you I am not even the least 
of the apostles, I am MOST CERTAINLY ONE OF YOU! I am nothing great, nothing 
special, I’m just me, the me who always invites the Lord to be part of me and my life. 
We can all do that. 
 
 7 Who serves as a soldier but doesn't get paid? Who plants a vineyard but doesn't 
eat any of its grapes? Who takes care of a flock but doesn't drink any of the milk?  
Like Paul I ask nothing of the church to do the work of the Lord.  
Whatever happened to being soldiers of Christ anyway? Maybe if we acted a little 
more like soldiers of Christ, rather than the damp blanket brigade, the church may be 
more relevant to people who are seeking. 
If you think about it, we do have our Generals, or Majors and Sergeants, that being 
the Archbishop, Bishops and Priest. 
We also have our doctors along with field hospitals, that being Group leaders along 
with the gatherings that flow from the church, such as Fellowship groups, Prayer 
groups and alike. This is where we can be patched up, and made ready for the next 
march, where we march in Christ’s name. 
I like to think of myself as a soldier of Christ, but I don’t think that is politically correct 
nowadays.  
Sometimes when I attend meetings, I feel like I am amongst a retreating army, one 
that has already drawn up the bridges and waiting for the final onslaught. But why? 
With the Lord behind us we must surely win, all He asks is for us to truly trust in Him.  
 



 16 But when I preach the good news, I can't brag. I have to preach it. How terrible 
it will be for me if I do not preach the good news!  
This is the passage that hit me right in the eyes. I felt the Lord say to me, ‘Rick this is 
the gift I have given to you, the gift of preaching. That is why you are here, because 
you are to preach to all people at all times and in all places. This will make My 
Kingdom known to all, and that is what I really wish you to do.  
Many kind people have suggested avenues for me to explore, including being a 
priest and I thank all those who have been at my side through my journey, but I now 
know what I am for the Glory of Gods Kingdom, I am a preacher. Spreading the 
Goods News far and wide, spreading it in my work place, socially, and wherever the 
Lord leads. 
The gift the Lord has given me is one of communication, being able to share His 
loving care will all people. 
When I meditated on this passage, I knew that this is what I am, because, like 
Simon, the Lord equips me with what to say, what to preach, and most importantly, 
when to preach. 
Sometimes when I preach I feel uncomfortable, but I speak anyway, because I feel 
led to do so. My comfort takes second place to delivering the Word of God. 
 
 17 If I preach because I want to, I get a reward. If I preach because I have to, I'm 
only doing my duty. 18 Then what reward do I get? Here is what it is. I am able to 
preach the good news free of charge.  
When I am with you in a Sunday, please remember I am there to serve you, and to 
share with you in the Eucharist. But more than all of that, ‘I preach because I want 
to’, and ‘I am able to preach the good news free of charge.’ 
My reward is knowing that to the best of my ability I have preached as the Lord has 
directed me, no more and no less.  
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Rick Hayes 
 
 


