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what's the difference? 

 

Have you ever wondered what the difference is between a Disciple and an Apostle?  

 

The New Testament has numerous references to people called "disciples" and "apostles." What's a 

disciple? What's an apostle? What's the difference, if any, between disciples and apostles? 

 

Disciple is derived from the Greek word, pronounced math-ay-tes, which means learner, or student. 

The Biblical usage involved not just learning, but also agreement and acceptance of the teacher as a 

leader. 

While the disciples of Jesus Christ are overwhelmingly the most often referred to, there is also some 

mention of John The Baptist (Matthew 9:14) and the Pharisees (Matthew 22:16) having disciples. 

Followers of Christ were not called Christians until the founding of the church at Antioch Of Syria 

(Acts 11:26). Before then, Christians were called disciples of Jesus Christ. 

The apostles began as disciples (Matthew 10:1). There were far fewer apostles than disciples - all 

apostles were disciples, but not all disciples became apostles. 

 

Apostle is derived from the Greek word, pronounced ap-os-tol-os, which means messenger, or 

ambassador. 

The Twelve Apostles, with Matthias replacing the traitor Judas Iscariot, were given the symbolic 

"Keys to The Kingdom," whereby they will serve as the foundation of the Christian church. All of 

them, with one possible exception were martyred. 

Others were appointed as apostles at later times and other purposes, including Paul, the apostle to 

the Gentiles, and Barnabas (Acts 14:14). Lesser-known people are also referred to as apostles, 

including Andronicus and Junias (Romans 16:7). 

 

So I then asked myself what am I? Am I a disciple, or a Apostle, or both? I suggest that I fam//ll 

under the area of being both, because when I attend Mathern Fellowship Group, even when I am 

leading, I am a disciple, because I learn so much from the others in the group.  We seem to learn 

from each other, and I would suggest that the Holy Spirit is the Apostle during the session, because 

we are led down avenues that we would not usually explore and each and every one of the group 

learns something new. 

 

I also suggest that I am an apostle, because I try my hardest to be a 'messenger' for the Lord. I 

hopefully deliver a message each and every time I give a sermon.  I share during my working day, 

and love to speak about the Lord whenever to opportunity arises. 

 

The next question is can we all be disciples and apostles?  

 

I suggest that if we call ourselves Christian, then we are destined to always learn. Each and every 

time we read the Bible we should learn something new. Hopefully each time we listen to a sermon 

we learn something new, an interpretation, or a revelation we never thought of before. Therefore we 



are all disciples, learning from one another and from the 'Word' of God.   

 

As disciple's we may eventually feel called to be apostle's and move out into the community making 

disciples of others.    

 

Is it everybody's job to be an apostle? The Bible says in Matthew 28:19 New International Version 

(NIV) 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. I would suggest that not all of us are called to be Apostle's, the 

same as not all of us are called to be church leaders, or Evangelist's.  But we are all called to share 

our faith and the love of our Lord with others. 

 

As I said before, Mathern Fellowship Group is a wonderful place to experience being both a 

Disciple and an apostle all within the same evening. We learn and we share, we are one body with 

the Lord.  It amazes me, when I attend the Thursday evening how the Holy Ghost talks through one 

and then another of us, allowing us to grow together, although we are on different paths of our 

journey.  

 

I feel that being a part of Mathern Fellowship Group is like belonging to a part of God's family. 

every member is my brother and sister. And when I join you during Sunday Service's, again it is like 

returning to my family in Christ. We must also remember that we are all 'adopted' children of God, 

which means if we can make Disciple's others, they will also become our brothers or sisters, because 

they will enjoy being adopted by the Lord. And the beauty of this adoption process, is that it is not 

brimming with red tape, and we are accepted warts and all. 

 

Yours in Christ 

 

Rick Hayes 


