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Dear People of the Parish, 

 

I find it to be most strange composing this piece.  

 

For the first time in almost 35 years I am addressing, technically, a single parish in 

these ramblings. As you scan this, our sister parishes of Mathern, Mounton and St. 

Pierre remain suspended in silence as far as the Parish Magazine is concerned. O.K, 

so the loud lamentations and the cries of the bereft may fail to reach your ears (and all 

is tranquil down this end, to tell you the truth), but for the first time in decades no 

publication is dropping on door-mats in this vicinity with the intention of keeping 

local residents abreast of what is happening in their churches. 

 

The truth of the matter is that we can find no one to act as Editor since the retirement 

of the last office holder at the end of 2014. This is despite a personal approach to at 

least six individuals and a widespread written plea circulated around the three parishes 

located this end of the group.  

 

On a serious note, I am saddened by this turn of events for a variety of reasons. 

Mainly due to the skills and professionalism of a previous Editor, Prof. Derek 

Embrey, the magazine won an enviable reputation among its readership for – among 

other considerations – challenging journalism and a sense of humour.  

 

Can you help? For a variety of reasons it was deemed expedient to keep the 

publication separate from the magazine which circulates in and around Shirenewton 

although the sharing of sundry ecclesiastical content soon became commonplace. 

Most of the Mathern/Mounton/St. Pierre articles are submitted by regular contributors 

on a monthly basis thus minimising the work load on the Editor/Compiler. What is 

chiefly required is a working knowledge of basic computer skills and a few hours of 

your time per month. Needless to say, a computer can be provided along with 

reimbursement of any printing cost from the Magazine Account. If you can assist in 

this direction, or know of somebody who can, I would be keen to learn of any interest. 

Please contact me on 01291 622317 if you feel that you can respond to this request. 

 

 

The Church of Saint Thomas a Becket, Shirenewton, is – as you already know - an 

ancient foundation and it is valuable to be reminded, from time to time, that it is not 

only proud of centuries of past Christian tradition but also speaks to the present and 

the future. 

 

I was reminded of this the other day at the funeral of Agyro Woodall, a lady whom I 

was privileged to know in recent years. Agyro was a Greek lady – and a feisty one at 

that! As a youth she had been a member of the Greek resistance in the last war and 

had been part of many challenging occasions. She was both a loving wife and mother 

and a formidable character at the same time (she once said that I spoke Greek with the 

‘enthusiasm of a dead-man’). She was also unashamedly left-wing and a strong 

adherent to the faith. As a result of her demise, following a long and active life, it was 



considered befitting that a Greek Orthodox priest should be invited to be part of the 

funeral rites. The Greek concept of time can be somewhat different to ours and so it 

proved at this solemn ceremony. The Archimandrite’s intention to be ‘simple and 

brief’ in the service he shared with me would not have been the description used by 

many. But the gravitas he brought to the occasion was sublime! His religious 

chanting, both inside the church and in the surrounding churchyard, was exquisitely 

moving. His gift in switching from Greek to English vocabulary made the service 

both accessible and special and the use of olive oil and water at the burial rites was, 

surely, a first for the community as would have been his intoning at the graveside 

which echoed down the valley. 

 

Those attending the service were touched by the antiquity of much of the ceremony 

and the fact that it remains so powerful to the situation which prevails today, is 

testimony to the relevance of the Christian faith. What we experienced, in fact, was 

the validity of two biblical statements: ‘I am the beginning and the end’ and, ‘behold I 

make all things new’. Such is our belief. 

 

 

With every good wish and blessing, 

 

Julian E Ll White 

(Rector)    


