
From the Evangelist/Chaplains desk September 2015 edition. 

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look 
at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

1 Samuel 16:7 NIV 

28th July was a very memorable day to me. I was invited as chaplain to take part of 

Tata Steel workers hosting a visit from children still suffering in Ukraine from the 

nuclear fallout from the nuclear plant near Belarus some 29 years ago. 

The children were aged between eight and twelve years old, and I was told that they 

did not look forward to a long life like we enjoy in the West. 

Some of the children we living in orphanages and had very little. 

The host of this party of children was a lady and her husband who live in Caldicot.  

They are both in their seventies and have been taking the children ever since the 

disaster all those years ago.  I have been informed that one month away from the 

area gives the child an additional two years of life. 

One of the workers asked after two young girls who visited the plant last year and 

was told they had since died. These two sisters were only eight years old, died by 

time they reached nine. 

When I look at the couple who still look after these children I think of the below 

passage from the Bible.  Because the lady is slight of build, but we all agreed she 

would make an outstanding Union Representative because she was both stern, but 

also fair, and doesn’t appear to suffer fools lightly.  They both look like normal 

people, like you and me, but they do so much for these children. In fact I believe that 

the lady is now suffering from radiation sickness and is not very well, but still she and 

her husband look after the young people. “But the Lord looks at the heart.” What do 

you think the Lord will find in the hearts of these two people? 

 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. but the Lord 
looks at the heart.” 

During the course of the day, the six young people and their interpreter were 

presented with a gift bag. And I must admit I had a tear in my eye when one young 

boy looked up, and through the interpreter said, ‘Thank you very much for my 

presents, I have always wished for a toy car, and now you have given me one. This 

is the best day of my life.’ 

A small toy car made this little persons day and gave him the best day of his life. I 

thought, firstly how many of us show our appreciation of receiving a gift from 
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someone else, and secondly, most children living in the United Kingdom will be 

waiting for an Ipad, or something like that, but would it be the best day of their lives 

when they received the gift? 

Most of us in this country are spoilt, including me. We miss the small things in life. 

We expect so much, for so little. 

When people asked me about the day, I would say I felt humble to meet such 

wonderful people, both the lady and her husband who cared for the children and the 

children themselves.  They appreciated being taken around site, being able to watch 

steel coil being made, and even going on board a locomotive on site. In fact when 

they were on the loco they all sang, ‘”we’re H A P P Y, We’re H A P P Y, we know 

we are we’re sure we are we’re H A P P Y, HAPPY.  I also told people it was a sad 

day, where I know that some of the children are not going to reach their late teen 

years, and they were going back to a life that most of us wouldn’t wish on anyone. 

The Lord does not look at the things people look at. but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

Outwardly, these children looked fine, just like any other child of their age. They were 

better behaved than most children in know, and showed respect to everybody they 

came in contact with. The Lord will find nothing but love in the hearts of these young 

people. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 

 


