
The Greatest Thing In The World. 

LOVE! 

I found an article the other day that made me think about my ability to love. The article 
suggests we replace the word ‘Love’ and ‘It’ from the reading shown below, and replace it with 
our name, more about that later.  
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, and it keeps no record 
of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, it always trusts, it always hopes, it always perseveres. 
 
Love is not just a word or a feeling, it is an action, we must all work at love, with a partner or 
spouse, child or friend. During my misspent time I did learn one piece of Latin that has stuck 
with me through the many years I have spent on this planet, ‘Amor Vincit Omnia’, which means 
‘love conquers all’, and my Faith leads me to believe in this statement. 
 

Now back to the main topic of this article, the first sentence is ‘Love is patient, remember I am 

now replacing ‘Love’ with my name, so it will read, ‘Rick is patient’. You only need to ask my 

wife and she’ll let you know how patient I am. I have all the patients in the world with people, 

animals and alike, but give me an inanimate object that doesn’t do what I expect it to do, then 

watch out, my patients wears out very quickly. 

Therefore my darling wife would say I can’t move on from ‘Rick is patient’, because I have to 

spend some time trying to learn to be more patient.  

So why not try it out believe me, you will probably get further than me, because I’m still stuck 

on ‘Rick is patient’. Guess what? It’s my works computer that is testing my patients at present. 

If more people spent time reflecting on ‘Love’, loving their neighbours for example, wouldn’t 

the world be a better place? 

Have any of you heard about Saturday Night Church? It’s a wonderful service that takes place in 

the Rainbow every Saturday night starting at 7pm. A few weeks ago I was asked to speak at the 

service, and as part of my talk, I used this meditation and asked those present to reflect and let 

me know where they are?  To my surprise, some were no further than me. 



This weekend I got annoyed with an inanimate object, namely my computer. I updated my 

application, (Operating system), as invited by the provider, (notice how I am keeping their name 

out of the article), but a clue, you look out of them to the world outside. 

Well, when I downloaded this application, I found I could no longer send emails, I received 

them okay, but I had to go through the web to send. I was not happy.  I tried to get answers, 

but nothing came. I was getting more and more annoyed. Patient’s is a virtue, unfortunately, as 

said I lack virtue in this area of my life.  In desperation I looked on the web via my email 

provider, and hay presto, they gave me the answer. I am now able to send emails from my main 

box. 

I am still praying today that the Lord will teach me to be patient in all areas of my life. 

Guess what? I am listening to UBC whilst typing this article and they are playing a song, and the 

artist is singing ‘Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, and it keeps no record 
of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, it always trusts, it always hopes, it always persevere’.  
Well I never! I would never have expected that. I didn’t even know that someone had written a 
song about 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 
 
As I shared with you all before, I have enjoyed Ignatius Spiritual Journey, and I still enjoy my 

times with the Lord today, but a the next how ever long, I am going to mediate on my failing, 

‘Love is patient’, and ask the Lord to fill me with His patients, so I may learn to truly be patient 

with all things.  Then I move onto the second statement. 

May our Loving Lord be with each and every one of you now and always. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 


