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From the Evangelist Desk November 2015 edition 

 

Firstly I must apologise to those who attend MFG, as part of the article was used during a time 

of reflection. 

There are many lessons the Bible has taught us and these teachings are still relevant today. 

We should be grateful Solomon did this, because it gave us the books of Proverbs and 

Ecclesiastes, which are filled with practical lessons on living. Imagine how much needless 

frustration could be avoided if we learned from each other’s life lessons. 

Here are a few questions for you, and I would like you to spend some time reflecting on the 

question and exploring whether you feel that the Lord has taught you anything from their 

experience. 

 What has God taught you from failure? (Psalm 51) 

 What has God taught you from a lack of money? (Philippians 4:11-13) 

 What has God taught you from pain or sorrow or depression? (2 Corinthians 1:4-10) 

 What has God taught you through waiting? (Psalm 40) 

 What has God taught you through illness? (Psalm 119:71) 

 What has God taught you from disappointment? (Genesis 50:20) 

 What have you learned from your family, your church, your relationships, your small 

group, and your critics? 

Many of us find it hard to believe we are fit to serve the Lord. But if we look at those who are in 

the Bible we will see every one of them, apart from our Lord Jesus Christ, had some form 

weakness which they could have thought held them back from being servants of the Lord. But in 

the Bible we are shown that:- 

Abraham was old, Jacob was insecure, Leah was unattractive, Joseph was abused, Moses 

stuttered, Gideon was poor, Samson was co-dependent, Rahab was immoral, David had an 

affair and all kinds of family problems, Elijah was suicidal, Jeremiah was depressed, Jonah was 

reluctant, Naomi was a widow, John the Baptist was eccentric to say the least, Peter was 

impulsive and hot-tempered, Martha worried a lot, The Samaritan woman had several failed 

marriages, Zacchaeus was unpopular, Thomas had doubts, Paul had poor health,. Timothy was 

timid.  

That is quite a variety of misfits! But God used each of them in his service, so why do we feel 

that we are unworthy to be used by Him? Which from the list above do you feel closest too? I 

used to be like Peter, impulsive, but not so much hot tempered when I was younger. Nowadays, 
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on occasions I can relate to Jonah, where I find myself sometimes reluctant to undertake a task, 

although I feel sure that the Lord is leading me. 

 

The one thing we must remember that when we serve is that we are as little children to the 

Lord, we must be ready to serve the Lord, but also ensure that our serving does not cause us to 

feel an increase in our own self-importance. 

 
Luke 9.46-48 

46 An argument arose among them as to which one of them was the greatest. 47But Jesus, 
aware of their inner thoughts, took a little child and put it by his side, 48and said to them, 
‘Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me; for the least among all of you is the greatest.’ 
 
The Gospel reading above shows how each and every one of us can fall in to the trap of 
building ourselves up and feeling we are the be all and end all of something and that we are the 
best thing since sliced bread. I have witnessed so many people fall into this hole, including 
myself in times past. No one could tell me anything, I knew everything there was to know about 
everything. But the Lord taught me that really I know nothing and I became like a little child 
wanting to learn, and in fact I learned that we are always learning through life, so life is like 
school, someone somewhere will become our teacher for a while, but the head teacher is the 
Trinity of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. We just need to be open and ready to learn. 
 
I may not look like a child anymore, but to an Eternal Lord, I have only just been born. 
 

Yours in Christ 

 


