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 The Kingdom season is the pre—Advent season and is 
made up of several commemorations: 

All Saints,  All Souls and Remembrance 
Concluding with the feast of Christ the King 
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Sunday Service Times: 
St. Matthew’s: 9.30am    Holy Eucharist  
St. Cadoc’s: 11.00am   Holy Eucharist        St John’s:  11.00am.  

Weekdays: 
Crane Street Church—Every Wednesday @ 10.00am  
St. Matthew’s:  Thursday Reflective Eucharist  @ 10.00am  

We have special services from time to time  -  see the weekly Church notices for details. 

Organisations : 
Sunday Junior Youth Group (SYG) 4pm-6pm  
@ Trevethin contact Rhian Jones 758740 
St. Cadoc’s After School Club  (term Time)  
for 5-8year olds  Monday 3.30pm -4.30pm 
St. John’s Mums and Toddler’s Coffee Morning Monday 11.00am—2.00pm 
Margaret Pugh  756315 
St. John’s Junior Church Craft Club Thursday 3.30pm—5.30pm 
Rectorial Mother’s Union  1st. Thursday of month @  St. Matthew’s Hall 
Leader : Pam Humphreys   756522 
Boys’ Brigade, Trevethin.   Friday Evening  Leader: Elizabeth Herbert 758740 
St. Cadoc’s Bell Ringers:  Contact : Douglas Warren 01633 422405 
FOOD BANK Contact : Pat Taylor  750312 

 

Follow us on Facebook: Pontypool Anglican Parish 

www. parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m706 
 

Gateway Credit Union 
Head Office - 21 Commercial St.   

Monday,Tuesday,Wednesday &Friday 10.00am-4.30pm   
Thursday 10.30 –4.30pm     

Trevethin - Social Action Centre  2 Church Avenue  
Tuesdays 9.00am-12.00midday 

Gateway Credit Union offers real and valuable benefits to all its members: 

Low cost loans with no hidden charges  The opportunity to save  
                                    FREE Loans insurance    

make your money go a lot further. 

Enquiries: 01495 742500                www.gatewaycu.co.uk 



ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT MAGAZINE NEED TO 

BE WITH THE RECTOR BY 9.00AM  ON  

Monday  

   THEY CAN BE WRITTEN BY  

ANYBODY ABOUT ANYTHING.  THE  

EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT NOT TO PUB-

LISH!  WHAT IS PUBLISHED IS NOT THE EDI-

TOR’S POINT OF VIEW OR OPINION. 

  Dates for your diary     
and special events 

RECTORIAL DIARY 

For the regular organisation meetings please 

see the inside cover 

 

St John’s 

Saturday 12th NOVEMBER Christmas craft 

fayre  11.00 –2.00 
Saturday 26th November Shopping Trip. 

Monday 12th December Christmas Fun Morning 

Thursday 15th December 4.30.pm. Carol Service. 

Wednesday 21st 4-6.p.m.Childrens Christmas 

Disco. 

        St Matthew’s 

Each Tuesday afternoon 2-4.pm.  

Craft and Chatter 

First Friday of each month 10.30-12.30.pm  

Coffee Morning.  All are welcome.  

Thursday 1st Dec.  Grand Christmas Draw. 

St Cadoc’s 

October 1st. —TFC Concert 7.00pm  

Every second Thursday of the month  
10.30.am. Coffee Mornings.2nd Thursday of each 

month. 
Last Thursday of the month: 
10.30am—12.00pm: Ladies Fellowship              
 

Services at the Nursing 

& Residential Homes 

PLEASE CONTACT GRACE TUCK 

Regency House 

17th November Communion  2.pm 

Plasygarn 

15th November Communion 2.pm 

Ty Ceirios 

Churches Together in Pontypool 
 

A Calendar of forthcoming events for 2016/17 
was set up at the A.G.M. 21st September, each 
Church should have a copy of this.  There will be 
a Carol Service at 5.pm. Sunday 4th December 
at a venue to be arranged.  A Carol Service will 
also be held at Pontypool Indoor Market on 
Wednesday 7th December at 10.30.am. 
 
Future events will be published on Church  
notices and in “The Grapevine” as they  
approach. 

Howard Cole 

 

 
ACROSS: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE. 
13, Inns. 16, Firm. 17, Accuse. 18, East. 20, Ogam. 21, 
Judith. 22, Seba. 23, Msgr. 25, Den. 28, Inane. 29, En-
treat. 30, Chrysoprase.  
 
DOWN: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising. 
7, Citizenship. 8, Commemorate. 12, Assail. 14, Sat. 15, 
Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20, Ohm. 24, Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, 
Nero. 27, Star. 

There has been a very good response to the ap-

peal for Confirmation Candidates .  There are 

four from St Cadoc’s and five from St John’s. 

Date of the Confirmation is: December 4th.  

Time—11.00am   Place—St. Cadoc’s 

A Prayer for Remembrance 

 

Compassionate Father,  You are Sovereign. Your 

plans and timing are not always easy for us to 

understand, but we trust you and know that you 

love us and only want good things for us.  At this 

time of Remembering, when so many are so sad, 

thank you for giving your only Son, Jesus, so 

that if we believe and trust in Him we have the 

promise of eternal life and re-union with all who 

loved Him too. We choose to believe and trust, 

in Jesus’ name. Amen.        By Daphne Kitching 

Crossword answers 



Change of Season. 

 

We are moving towards the Advent Season and 

Advent Sunday is the first day of the Christian 

Year, and forms the  preparation  time for the 

celebration of the birth of Christ. The Kingdom 

season is how this has been styled in recent years 

and the  Church of  England carried the follow-

ing, edited explanation on its Website:  

 

 First the Kingdom Season 
All Saints’ Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful 
Departed on All Souls’ Day both celebrate this mutual 
belonging. All Saints’ Day celebrates men and women 
in whose lives the Church as a whole has seen the 
grace 
of God powerfully at work. The Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed celebrates the saints in a more local 
and intimate way.  It allows us to remember with 
thanksgiving before God those whom we have known 
more directly: those who gave us life, or who nurtured 
us in faith. 
Redemption is a work of God’s grace; it is God who 
redeems us in Christ  and there is nothing to be done 
beyond what Christ has done. But we still  wait for the 
final consummation of God’s new creation in Christ; 
those who  are Christ’s, whether or not they have 
passed through death, are joined in  prayer that God’s 
kingdom will be revealed finally and in all its fullness.  
Remembrance Sunday goes on to explore the theme 
of memory, both corporate and individual, as we con-
front issues of war and peace, loss and self-gift, mem-
ory and forgetting. The annual cycle of the Church’s 
year now ends with the Feast of Christ the King. The 
year that begins with the hope of the coming Messiah 
ends with 
the proclamation of his universal sovereignty.  
 

Then Good old Advent! -  
Canon David Winter looks forward to 

Advent…  
On the last Sunday in Novem-

ber the Church celebrates Ad-

vent. In popular thought this is 

seen as the start of the Christ-

mas season. Advent Calendars 

are on sale in the supermarkets. 

Christmas, our annual festival 

of excess, is just a few weeks away. Good old 

Advent! 

 

I yield to no one in my enjoyment of Christmas, 

with all the trimmings, but where Advent is con-

cerned I have to be a bit of a party-pooper. It’s 

not the start of the ‘run-up to Christmas’, what-

ever the shops think. In any case, they’ve been 

‘running up’ since September. Advent is a solemn 

but exciting reminder that Christmas is not the 

end of the Christian story, but the beginning.  

The end, with which Advent is concerned, is the 

ultimate triumph of love and goodness over evil 

and cruelty. The final loving purpose of God will 

be achieved. The kingdom of heaven will lie be-

fore us, its gates permanently open. ‘Death will 

be no more, mourning and crying and pain will 

be no more’. God says, ‘I am making everything 

new’.  
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

Remembrance – 100 years after the Somme  

Remembrance Day this year will 

have a special significance. Al-

most exactly a century after the 

Battle of the Somme finally 

came to its inconclusive end 

(18th November) we shall once 

again be remembering all those who have lost 

their lives in war, or had their lives blighted by 

its consequences.  

 

The unbelievable slaughter of the Somme – more 

than a million men were killed or wounded – 

made it perhaps the bloodiest battle of human 

history. The incessant bombardment of heavy 

artillery, the suicidal waves of attack by unpro-

tected soldiers, the introduction, a few months 

from its close, of the first tanks in battle all con-

tributed to the vast number of casualties, but so 

did the pointless efforts of both sides to break 

what was in fact a five month stalemate. This 

was a battle nobody won but a million men lost. 

       

This year we shall once again make our prayers 

for peace and our reflective remembrance against 

a back-drop of a world that is stubbornly in-

clined to think that problems can be solved by 

fighting over them. In the Middle East and in 

parts of Africa there are still too many who be-

lieve that guns and bombs can solve things, 

when all the evidence of history is that they 

can’t.   
 

Today, a hundred years after the Battle of the 

Somme, historians still can’t decide what the 

Great War was actually about.  And the arrival of 

the Second World War in 1939 tells us that 

whatever anyone thought it was, five years of 

sickening killing had not settled it.   

       

‘We will remember them’, we say.  Surely the 

finest remembrance would be a world without 

violence. It still seems a long way off.  CNS 

2 



3 

 

For any further information about our pro-

gramme or activities please ring our leader Pam 

Humphreys on  01495 756522. 

*********************************** 

Christmas Dinner this year will be held at the 

Golf Club as usual. 

Thursday  8th. December  1.00pm 

 

**************** 

Some on the Holy Days of  

the month of November 

 

All Saints’ Day – the feast day of all the 

redeemed 

All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all the 

redeemed, known and unknown, who are now in 

heaven. When the English Reformation took 

place, the number of saints in the calendar was 

drastically reduced, with the result that All 

Saints’ Day stood out with a prominence that it 

had never had before.  

This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as 

early as the 5th century, as commemorating ‘the 

martyrs of the whole world’. A Northern English 

9th century calendar named All Hallows as a 

principal feast, and such it has remained. Down  

the centuries devotional writers have seen in it the 

fulfilment of Pentecost and indeed of Christ’s re-

demptive sacrifice and resurrection. 

The saints do not belong to any religious tradition, 

and their lives and witness to Christ can be appreci-

ated by all Christians.  

 

Illtud – patron saint of NGOs? 

Not many people outside Wales 

have heard of Illtud, but perhaps 

we should make him the patron 

saint of all Christian NGOs 

(Non-Government Organisa-

tions) who work in emergency 

and famine relief.  

Illtud did not set out to be an 

action hero – he was a gentle 

and learned abbot heading up a 

monastery in Glamorgan. Illtud spent his days read-

ing the Scriptures and philosophy. Yet the year that 

famine struck the coast of Brittany, Illtud put down 

his parchments and became a man of action.  

Illtud issued what must have been one of the earliest 

‘emergency relief appeals’, and was able to collect a 

great deal of corn. Illtud loaded this corn onto sev-

eral small ships, and set off across  
 

the perilous Channel in order to save the people of 

Brittany. Perhaps he had in mind the words of 

Christ: “I was hungry and you fed me...” (Matthew 

25:35) 

Certainly the people of Brittany never forgot Illtud’s 

kindness towards them: even today some Breton 

churches and villages bear his name. Many churches 

in Wales are also dedicated to this compassionate 

man. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Miscellaneous observations on life… 

If it weren't for the last minute, a lot of things 

wouldn't get done. - Anon 

 

The expression ‘as right as rain’ must have been in-

vented by an Englishman. - W L Phelps 

 

Experience is a good teacher, but her fees are very 

high. - W R Inge 

 

At 50 everyone has the face he deserves. - George 

Orwell  

 

Let your religion be less of a theory and more of a 

love affair. - GK Chesterton 

 

 



 

ST CADOC’S NEWS 

 
Regular  Events : 

Monday  6.30pm Music Group 

(Spring,  Summer and Autumn)  
Monday 3.30 pm—4.30 pm   

After School Club 5-9yrs (Term time only) 
Every second Thursday of the month  
10.30.am. Coffee Mornings.2nd Thursday of 
each month. 

Last Thursday of the month: 
10.30am—12.00pm: Ladies Fellowship              

Fridays  Boy’s Brigade 

Sunday 4 –6.00pm  Sunday Youth Group 
(SYG) 
————————————————— 

ST. CADOC’S NEWS 

Magazine time again! 

We seem to have quite a few of our congrega-

tion who are sick, housebound or in nursing 

homes, and we send our heartfelt thoughts and 

prayers to them all. 

 

Best wishes to anyone who had a birthday this 

month. I think people in our Church don't  

always admit to their birthday in 

case they have to wear the funny 

hat! 

Our harvest service this year was 

combined the Presidents service 

for the Rotary Club of Pontypool, 

so we welcomed the members, as their Presi-

dent this year is Father Brian. Our guest 

preacher for the morning was the Rev. Clive 

Knight, who gave us a different take on the 

sower and seed parable. We finished the ser-

vice with the sharing of the harvest loaves 

with cheese and tea and coffee. 

A few of us recently took a trip to Hereford to 

visit the cider museum and Cathedral. It was 

interesting to see the history and present day 

making of cider. The Cathedral is always a 

pleasure to visit. We then returned to  

Blaenavon to the Rifleman's for a late lunch. 

Thank you to Ann Phillips for arranging it and 

looking forward to the next 

one! 

Our open day was again a 

success with everyone keep-

ing busy all day.  We had to 

smile at Kay Jenkins, when 

she told us she had to make a second batch of 

carrot cake, because the first one she made she 

forgot to put the carrots in! 

Liz Herbert 4 

 

BOYS BRIGADE NEWS 
 

Well we are all back for another session. All boys and 

adults returned, plus a few new members. 

We will have boys again this year working  

towards their President and Queens awards. 

 

We recently had a visit from Mike Younger from St. 

Matthews, who was once a B.B. boy and  

officer at the Company that was based at Bethel Chapel, 

Garndiffaith. He spoke to the boys about his days in 

B.B. and brought along some uniform items and badges 

from his time in B.B. 

 

The boys have been busy covering 

and filling shoe boxes for the Sa-

maritans purse appeal. It was the 

idea of one of the boys, Conrad 

Clark, who asked if we could do this after hearing it  

announced in Church. 
 

More news of their fundraising activities coming soon. 

Liz Herbert 
 

A TRIBUTE TO GRAHAM HOWDEN 
The name Graham Howden was known to me, long be-

fore I knew him personally, as the person who wrote the 

welcome to the visiting teams in the Pontypool RFC 

programme. 
 

I had the privilege of knowing Graham for forty years, 

having worked with him as a postman at Pontypool 

Sorting Office, and as a member of our ‘Family 

Church’. 

I am sure that we will all remember him for his welcome 

as we arrived in church, and for the occasions when he 

was often seen popping to the vestry for a glass of water 

in the middle of the service if someone had a cough. 
 

Graham was a loyal member of our ‘postman breakfast 

club’ where we met at Wetherspoons every second 

Wednesday of the month to have a chat, reminisce and 

put the world to right! He was always first to arrive, and 

often tell us jokes at which we would all usually groan 

and ask if it was another out of the Christmas crackers! 

He also had very firm views on politics, and the unfair-

ness of the distribution of wealth in society throughout 

the world. 
 

We both shared a keen interest in gardening, and I 

would supply him with tomato plants every year and he 

would offer me something in return. 
 

I will miss Graham both as a good friend and as a faith-

ful member of our church, but he will be with us in 

spirit. 
 

Below is one of Graham’s favourite rhymes, that he 

would say to us at break neck speed and try and get us to 

repeat it. 
 

If two witches had two watches which 
witch would watch which watch. 



ST JOHN’S NEWS 
                    

Weekly events : 

Sunday 11.a.m. Eucharist Service 

Mondays: St. John’s Mums and Toddler’s Coffee 
Morning Monday 11.00am—2.00pm 
Margaret Pugh  756315 

 7-9pm.  Crafty Ladies.  

(Check days and time with Ann Jones 750824) 

Thursday 12.30—2.30pm Crafty Ladies. 

Thursday 3.30—5.30.  Junior Church Craft Club  

Thursday 7.30pm—8.30.pm. Keep Fit  

Last Friday of month -Family History 7-9pm. 

Second Saturday of each month—Scrapbooking 

10am—2.pm. (we have space for a few more 

members)  For more information ring Margaret 

756315. 

All of the above events are open to anyone who 

would like to join the different groups. 

Bookings for parties etc contact the Rector   

01495 762228 / brianpippen@btinternet.com 

 

Saturday 12th NOVEMBER  

Christmas Craft Fayre  11.00 –2.00 

Setting up from 10.00am 

_____________________________________ 

Dear friends in Christ, 

At St John’s we remember and pray for all those of 

you who are sick, housebound or in Nursing Care.  

Christian love to you all.  Helen Thomas, Joan 

Williams, Tom 

Heartree, Rosemary 

Fowler, Chris Bounds, 

Yvonne Leighton, 

John Venn and Chris 

Lodder.   

The Rector took our Harvest Festival Service which 

was very well attended with the children taking 

their gifts up to the altar.  We sang the Harvest 

hymns and the Rector spoke to the children who 

were always ready to respond, as were some of the 

adults!  We would like to thank the Rector for the 

service, to Rosemary who played the organ and to 

everyone who gave gifts and to all who came. 

Afterwards we had a Harvest Lunch in the Hall.  

There was a wonderful spread, enough for everyone 

and a good variety to suit all.  There was also a 

lovely atmosphere.  I did hear that one lady came 

up from Cardiff as she had seen it on Facebook. 

(thanks to Sarah I should think!)   
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Thanks to everyone who gave and those who 

prepared the meal and washed up afterwards. 

St John’s hosted an evening for the new Ministry 

Areas recently. There was a good number there 

from the Benefice and Blaenavon.  I am sure the 

Rector will write more about this.  

At the beginning of October we hosted a Coffee 

Morning for MacMillan Nurses.  There was a 

lovely display of cakes and people who came to 

consume them.  Tula organised this and we thank 

her and her helpers.  The total raised was approx. 

£175.  Well done. 

We also gave donations recently to provide 

‘toilets’ for those abroad who are unable to fund 

them their selves.  Caroline Lewis organised this.  

The amount raised was £120.00.  Thanks to all 

who gave. 

We are pleased that there are five candidates for 

Confirmation from St 

John’s—Chris and Kate 

Jackson, Dean Smith, Jess 

Jones and Millie Clark.    

We will be praying for you 

all and wish you every 

blessing 

There are various events taking place from now 

until Christmas—please see the Rectorial Diary 

on page 1. 

We thank the Rector, Sister Anita and Rev. Linda 

Hall for the services they provide to keep us on 

track in our Christian lives. 

Chris Pearce. 

Smile Lines! 

Did Noah fish? 
A Sunday school teacher asked, "Johnny, do you 

think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on 

the Ark?"  "No," replied Johnny. "How could he, 

with just two worms?" 

Notice on a church in Cheshire: 

‘This is the House of God, This is the gate of 

Heaven.’ 

(This door is locked in winter months.) 



ST MATTHEW’S NEWS 

Friday 2nd September on a late summer’s day St 

Matthew’s held a Coffee Morning .  A fine 

sunny day brought in the usual customers to en-

joy an array of home made cakes, to be con-

sumed with gallons of tea and coffee. An assort-

ment of prizes were in the raffle to round off pro-

ceedings.  Our grateful thanks to all who helped 

in any way, to our star bakers and to all who 

came along to enjoy the morning. 

 

Saturday 20th September dawned wet and 

dreary, a fine start to St Matthew’s Sponsored 

Walk! A fearless group of enthusiasts made their 

way to the canal basin and then walked along the 

towpath , with the barges and canal boats 

moored on the opposite bank.  As we left the 

buzz of traffic behind the countryside gave us a 

rare view of its beauty from a 

less frequented approach.  The 

showers died away to reveal a 

pleasant and sunny day.  After 

a leisurely walk of around an 

hour we reached our destina-

tion “The Horse and Jockey” and an enjoyable 

lunch.  Once refreshed we made our way back 

along the canal, the weather was now warm and 

sunny.  Our grateful thanks to Mrs Kay Gerrell 

for organising the event, to all our sponsors for 

supporting the venture, to our hosts at “The 

Horse and Jockey” and to all the intrepid souls 

who set out to enjoy the day.  It was certainly 

well worth the effort and a great memory. 

 

Sunday 18th September St Matthew’s was awash 

with colour, the beauty and variety of flowers to 

celebrate Gift Day, Patronal Festival and  

Harvest.  The Junior Church took a leading role 

with a Family Service cele-

brated.  A Hymns of Praise ser-

vice took place in the afternoon, 

followed by a harvest tea in the 

hall where the harvest loaf was 

enjoyed by all.  Our grateful 

thanks to the ladies who spent a great deal of 

time decorating the Church with magnificent  

floral displays, to the Junior Church for their 

support, also we were appreciative of Miss Rose-

mary Howell for her skill at the organ with the 

rousing harvest medley and to Mrs Rita Thomas 

for producing another fine harvest loaf.  Many 

thanks to everyone who contributed towards a 

memorable day and to all who came along.  It is 

good to appreciate our abundant fortune but to 

be aware of those around who have so little and 

to support them as best we can. 6 

Sunday 25th September we welcomed into the 

Church Family Ben, Alex and mother Kerry Anne 

for a family    baptism at St Matthew’s.  They were 

joined with family and friends on a pleasant after-

noon, Kerry Anne and family have started attending 

St Matthew’s.  We wish them a joyful Christian  

witness in the years head. 

 

Congratulations to Arran Edwards who has passed 

his four A levels and is off to Harper Adams Uni-

versity in Shropshire to study engineering.  Also 

sister Menna has passed 6 GCSE’s and is returning 

to 6th form at St Alban’s.  Best wishes to both from 

all friends at St Matthew’s.  Arran and Menna were 

members of the Junior Church. 

 

It was with sadness that we heard of the death of 

Mrs Valerie West, friend of St Matthew’s, Monday 

19th September.  Val was a great support to friends, 

neighbours and St Matthew’s.  The Church was 

packed full with family, friends and neighbours in 

appreciation at her funeral Monday 26thSeptember.  

Our sincere condolences to her family, she will be 

missed greatly.  May she rest in peace. 

 

A mini series of Coffee Mornings fell on consecu-

tive Fridays.  The first of these for 

MacMillan Cancer Support took place 

on Friday 30th September, hosted by 

Mr Danny Molloy who brought along 

the results of his culinary skills in deli-

cious home made cakes of various 

kinds.  There was a full house on a rather unsettled 

morning weatherwise. A very relaxed and joyful 

occasion passed with the usual raffle as a climax.  

Our grateful thanks to all our cooks and to everyone 

who contributed in any way and to all who came 

along to enjoy a happy morning to support such a 

worthy cause. 

 

The second Coffee Morning took place on Friday 

7th October on a chilly, damp morning and was in 

support of the Rural Development Movement, in 

the village of Parakkanvilai, Southern India, a  

project that the Benefice of Pontypool has been  

involved in for some eighteen years. Rev Canon 

Pippen showed us some slides and gave us an inter-

esting talk, telling us what takes place there.  We all 

enjoyed the homemade cakes and friendly atmos-

phere, the usual raffle rounded off proceedings.  

Our grateful thanks to all who supported the event, 

to Rev Canon and Paula for their enlightenment, 

also to Mrs Kay Gerrell who is closely involved 

with the project.  Many thanks to all for the gener-

ous support together with St Cadoc’s. £354 was 

raised, a magnificent amount.  Thank you all.(Cont) 
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(St Matthew’s News continued) 

Congratulations To Chris and Sadie Reardon on 

the birth of their son Gwilym Henry George, born 

Wednesday 28th September, 

weighing in at 8lbs 13 ozs. Proud 

grandparents George and Julia  

Titcombe are delighted at the  

arrival of their grandson.  We hear 

that mother and baby are doing 

well.  Best wishes from all at St Matthew’s.  Sadie 

and Chris wish to thank everyone for their cards 

and gifts. 

 

We were sad to hear of the death of Adam Millett, 

grandson of Barney and Pam Williams.  We extend 

our prayers and condolences to the family.  May he 

rest in peace. 

 

Happy birthday wishes to young Rhyddian Hum-

phreys age 4 -15th October, to Mr Derrick Cooling 

whose birthday fell 19th October, Miss Rosemary 

Howell 27th October and to  Mr Danny Molloy 4th  

November.  Many happy returns to you all. 

Howard Cole. 

 

*          *          *          * 

Milk Bottle Tops & Used Stamps. 
Please continue to collect the above items for the 

Rotary Club of Henllys. The club is helping in the 

worldwide Rotary effort to eradicate Polio  - the 

‘End Polio Now’ project. In partnership with the 

World Health Organisation and the Bill Gates 

Foundation.  

************************** 

The used Stamps are sent away to help raise funds 

for the Hearing Dogs for the Deaf.  

An invaluable resource for the profoundly deaf. 

Thank you to all who have supported us so far and 

we are always willing to have others join in  gath-

ering these things for us.   Paula 

***********************************************  

Signs found outside churches: 

Church car park sign...FOR MEMBERS 
ONLY. Trespassers will be baptised!! 
 
No God - No Peace. Know God - Know 
Peace. 
 
Free Trip to heaven. Details Inside! 
 
Searching for a new look? Have your faith 
lifted here! 

Outside one church is a picture of two 
hands holding stone tablets on which the 
Ten Commandments are inscribed. A 
headline reads: ‘For fast relief, take two 
tablets.’ 
 
When the restaurant next to a church put 
out a big sign with red letters that said, 
‘Open Sundays’, the church reciprocated 
with its own message: ‘We are open on 
Sundays, too.’ 
 
Come in and pray today.  Beat the Christ-
mas rush! 
 
Thursday at 10am there will be a meeting 
of the Little Mothers Club. All those wishing 
to become Little Mothers please see our 
new minister in the vicarage.... 

********************************************* 

Canon David Winter looks forward to Advent… 

 

Good old Advent!  

 

On the last Sunday in November the Church cele-

brates Advent. In popular thought this is seen as the 

start of the Christmas season. Advent Calendars are 

on sale in the supermarkets. Christmas, our annual 

festival of excess, is just a few weeks away. Good 

old Advent! 

 

I yield to no one in my enjoyment of Christmas, 

with all the trimmings, but where Advent is con-

cerned I have to be a bit of a party-pooper. It’s not 

the start of the ‘run-up to Christmas’, whatever the 

shops think. In any case, they’ve been ‘running up’ 

since September. Advent is a solemn but exciting 

reminder that Christmas is not the end of the Chris-

tian story, but the beginning.  

 

The end, with which Advent is concerned, is the 

ultimate triumph of love and goodness over evil and 

cruelty. The final loving purpose of God will be 

achieved. The kingdom of heaven will lie before us, 

its gates permanently open. ‘Death will be no more, 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more’. 

God says, ‘I am making everything new’.  

 

‘Advent’ simply means ‘Coming’. The first Advent 

was Christmas, the second Advent will be when all 

that the coming of Jesus promised will be fulfilled. 

Yes, it’s a bit more complicated than a cattle shed 

and a manger, but it’s a wonderful prospect. Good 

old Advent!  The Word of God became flesh; the 

Son of Man became Man; the Lord of all became a 

Servant…  - Anon 



Crossword 
Across 
1   In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of 
these were killed (2 Samuel 10:18) (11) 
9   ‘No — , impure or greedy person has any inheri-
tance in the kingdom of God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7) 
10  City on the banks of the River Nile (5)  
11  Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)  
13  Taverns (4)  
16  ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 
Corinthians 16:13) (4)  
17  ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour 
his anger for ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6)  
18 and 27 Down  Where the magi came from 
and what guided them (Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4) 
20  Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)  
21  She married Esau when he was 40 years old 
(Genesis 26:34) (6)  
22  A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)  
23  Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic 
clerics (abbrev.) (4)  
25  ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but 
you have made it a — of robbers’ (Luke 19:46) 
(3)  
28  Annie (anag.) (5)  
29  Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)  
30  Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem 
(Revelation 21:20) (11) 
 

Down 
2  ‘We have a building from God, an eternal 
house in heaven, not built by — hands’ (2 Corin-
thians 5:1) (5) 
3   Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)  
4  ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild 
ox; fine — have been poured upon me’ (Psalm 
92:10) (4)  
5  — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)  
6   ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him 
from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)  
7   ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)  
8   ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) 
(11)  
12  Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)  
14  ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon 
it’ (John 12:14) (3)  
15  Liverpool dialect (6)  
19  ‘Remember the — day by keeping it 
holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)  
20  Nineteenth-century German physicist after 
whom the unit of electrical resistance is named 
(3)  
24  Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of 

a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)  
25  ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself 
and take up his cross and follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)  
26  Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible 

Games Page!  

Crossword answers on diary page. 


