
 

The contractor was Mr. John Davies who was well-known in the locality as a 

competent craftsman both in wood and stone. His dexterity can clearly 

been seen in this beautiful church. He is buried in Dafen churchyard near 

the east window). His foreman was Joseph Banks who was also the builder 

of the vicarage. Banks served as the vicar’s warden from 1874 to 1921. 

The foundation stone of the Church Hall was laid by Llewellyn John in 1900. 

The Hall opened by the Bishop of St. David’s in 1901. 
 

   

The total cost of erecting the Church is not known as it was a gift of Phillips, 

Nunes and Company. The Chancel was erected to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Fanny Phillips who died on Easter Sunday, 1871. The Church 

was handed over to the ecclesiastical authorities for the spiritual benefit of 

the parishioners of Dafen. There was no stipulation as to the language in 

which the services were to be conducted owing to the fact that at this time 

there was a great influx of people from outside Wales. 

The Church was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of St. Davids, the famous 

Doctor Cannop Thirwall, on September 29th, 1874, and was dedicated in the 

name of St Michael and All Angels (the name traditionally given to churches 

in an elevated position). Before this time the Rev J Williams and the   Rev. W 

Cynog Davies (the incumbent in 1874) had successfully held services at the 

Mission Chapel.  
 

A phenomenon peculiar to the nineteenth and early twentieth century was a 

powerful movement for reviving past styles of architecture by erecting 

buildings, and in particular churches, in the manner of past ages. Dafen 

Church has been built in the manner of the Gothic revival – the ‘Decorated 

period’ of the fourteenth century. The design of the windows is a fourteenth 

century invention – from a geometrical basis where pointed arches and 

circles are the only motifs used, the basis of most curvilinear tracery. The 

sedelia and piscina in the sanctuary of the Church are also features of the 

Gothic period. 

In 1981 the Lych gate, which was first suggested by the Rev Charles 

Renowden in 1942, was designed and constructed by the contractors Isaac 

Jones of Furnace, Llanelli. The War memorial to remember those of Dafen 

who gave their lives during both World Wars  is located on brass plaques 

either side of the Lych Gate. 
 

 


