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2015 

The Church Celebrates 

The Ceremonies of Holy Week and Easter 
 

Palm Sunday 
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday with the triumphant 
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. He enters the Holy City to 
accomplish his saving work by dying and rising again. In 
our own way, we too go to meet him carrying our palm 
crosses. The blessing of palms and procession is the first of 
the commemorative actions of Holy Week, which remind 
us of the last events in Our Lord’s earthly life. It is also an act of praise to Christ 
our King who reigns and triumphs from the Cross; and it expresses our readi-
ness to take up our cross and follow Jesus as we go with him to his place of 
suffering and death. 
After this ceremony and the opening prayer (the Collect), the reading of the 
full events of the coming week follows in the form of the Passion from one of 
the Gospels. Coming as it does after the procession, it reminds us that the 
kingly power of Christ is the power of self-giving love alone. 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in Holy Week 
These are days on which we can reflect on what Christ has done for us before 
we are called to become involved in the momentous events of the last three 
days of Holy Week. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
In the morning of this day, the Bishop of the Diocese celebrates the Mass of 
the Chrism in his Cathedral. Since this Eucharist commemorates the institution 
of the priesthood, the priests of the diocese gather, with the deacons and the 
Bishop, to renew their ordination vows. At the Chrism Mass the Bishop conse-
crates the Holy Oils for use in the parishes during the coming year. The Oil of 
Chrism – for use at Baptisms, Confirmations and Ordinations and the Oil of the 
Sick – for anointing the sick and dying. 
Later on Maundy Thursday, in their Parish Church, the people gather to cele-
brate the Mass of the Last Supper. Here the strongest theme is one of love and 
service. We dwell on the concept of the Servant 
Christ who is willing to give up his life for his 
friends. This is demonstrated for us in the act of 
Christ washing his disciples feet. It is from this ac-
tion that we receive the name of the day. 
“Maundy” comes from the first word of the an-
them “Mandatum novum do vobis”. (A new commandment I give you.) , which 
was traditionally sung on the Thursday of Holy Week. It is this theme of love 
and service, following the example of Jesus, which is behind the tradition of 
the Queen distributing Maundy money to the poor and needy. 
 

THE PARISH OF MOLD 
 

We seek to be an active, vibrant community of  
Christian believers, where all are welcomed  

and included. 
                       We seek to give honour to God by regular worship  

                      and living out the Gospel day by day. 

FREE!  This Newsletter is free, but donations towards the cost  
   of publication are welcome! Please put donations in the box 

at the back of St Mary’s 



Easter Collect 
Lord of all life and  
power, who through 
the mighty  
resurrection of your 
Son overcame the old 
order of sin and death 
to make all things new  
 in him: 
grant that we, being 
dead to sin and alive to 
you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in 
glory; to whom with 
you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, 
glory and might, now 
and in all eternity. 
Amen. 

Services 
 

St Mary the Virgin, Mold 
 

Sunday  
8am Eucharist (Said) 
11am Sung Eucharist 
5.30pm Evening Prayer 
 

Monday to Friday 
8am Morning Prayer 
5pm Evening Prayer 
 

Wednesday  
11am Eucharist (Said) 
 

Saints and Holy Days as  
announced  
 

St James, New Brighton 
 

Sunday 
9.30am Eucharist 
 

Tuesday 
6.30pm Eucharist   1st & 3rd  

The second theme of this evening is the Last Supper itself and the institu-
tion of the Eucharist. Here Jesus gives himself to us in a new and special 
way. He promises that he will be near us always under veil of bread and 
wine. 
After the Eucharist on Maundy Thursday evening, the consecrated Hosts 
(breads) are transferred to another place, which is made bright with can-
dles and flowers. This represents Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane. And 
we, his disciples of today, are encouraged to watch with him as he prepares 
for his suffering and death. We remember the words to his disciples “Could 
you not watch with me one hour?”  

 

Good Friday 
The Eucharist is not celebrated either today or on Holy Saturday. The only 
two days in the Christian Church when this is so. We gather in church 
around the time of the Lord’s death to celebrate the Liturgy of the Passion. 
 

Holy Saturday 
Easter begins with the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night. In accord with 
ancient tradition this is a night of vigil for the Lord. The Vigil begins with a 
selection of readings from scripture which tell of the 
wonderful things God has done for his people from the 
beginning of time. It is the history of our salvation. 
This is followed with the lighting and blessing of the 
Paschal Candle. On this night everything is new. The 
Paschal Candle is lit, representing the light of the Risen 
Christ among his people, and the joy of Easter is pro-
claimed. This is followed by the liturgy of baptism. In 
the early days of the Church it was on this night that new Christians were 
baptised and confirmed, following preparation throughout Lent. If there is 
no baptism the congregation renew their own baptismal promises. The 
First Eucharist of Easter then follows. From the moment when the Easter 
Candle is lit, the joy of the Church at the Lord’s resurrection overflows into 
the next fifty days of Eastertide. 
 

What can I do? 
The important thing for us to note is the link between the events of the last 
four days of Holy Week. They are not individual, unrelated events. The 
Jewish day begins at sunset – so the events of Maundy Thursday evening 
are part of the events which take place on Good Friday. Jesus’ time in the 
grave on Saturday is linked with his bursting of its bonds during Saturday 
night. Yet so often we try to separate these important events by only cele-
brating on Sunday morning. 
If you really want to make sense of the Easter event, then try coming to 
church on Thursday evening, Friday, Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning! Try it! It will make all the difference to your celebration of 
Easter. It is a big commitment – but there again, Jesus made rather a 
big commitment for us too!   

Fr Rex’s Departure 
 

Fr Rex’s last Sunday in the Parish will be on 26th April  -  Parish Eucharist at 
5.30pm. His Installation as Canon Precentor of St Asaph Cathedral and As-
sociate Priest in the Rectorial Benefice of St Asaph 
will take place at the Cathedral on Monday 11th 
May at 6pm.  A warm welcome is extended to all in 
the Parish to attend this service. Please pray for Fr 
Rex and Alison as they prepare to move to St 
Asaph. 



Eastertide goes on for 

50 days (longer than 
Lent). It should do, because 
it is more important than 
our period of preparation 
for Easter. It is good that we 
have a chance to savour the 
greatest mystery in Jesus’ 
life – his resurrection.  

Sunday by Sunday in East-
ertide we hear in the gos-
pels information which 
helps us to appreciate what 
God has done for us by rais-
ing Christ from the dead.  

On the early Sundays in 
Eastertide the gospel is in 
the form of history or narra-
tive - various accounts of 
Jesus’ resurrection appear-
ances as he shows himself 
to his disciples to strength-
en their – and our faith. Lat-
er in Eastertide we hear St. 
John’s gospel as Jesus 
teaches his disciples about 
the effect of the new life he 
has come to offer (eg how 
he will share it, how we 
should put it into practice, 
and who will help us do 
this). Then the gospels 
begin to direct our thoughts 
to the promised gift of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

Diary for April … 
 

Wednesday 1st April: Wednesday of Holy Week 
11am Eucharist & Address 
Thursday 2nd April: MAUNDY THURSDAY 
11am Chrism Mass @ St Asaph, 2.30pm Wedding, 7.30pm Eucharist of the 
Last Supper & Watch of Prayer 
Friday 3rd April: GOOD FRIDAY 
12noon Stations of the Cross, 2.30pm The Celebration of the Lord’s Pas-
sion. 10am Good Friday Liturgy (St James’) 
Saturday 4th April: Holy Saturday 
7.30pm The Vigil & 1st Eucharist of Easter 
Sunday 5th April: EASTER DAY 
8am Eucharist, 11am Parish Eucharist & Renewal of Baptism Promises 
9.30am Eucharist (St James’) 
Tuesday 7th April: Easter Tuesday: 6.30pm Eucharist @ St James’ 
Wednesday 8th: Easter Wednesday: 9.30am Mission Area Morning 
Prayer at Christ Church Pontblyddyn, 11am Eucharist 
Sunday 12th April: Easter 2 
8am Eucharist, 11am Parish Eucharist, 5.30pm Evening Prayer 
9.30am Eucharist (St James’) 
Tuesday 14th April: 12noon Lunch @ St James’, 7pm Mothers’ Union 
Wednesday 15th April: S Padarn  11am Eucharist 
Sunday 19th April: Easter 3 
10am Combined Parish Eucharist followed by Annual Vestry Meeting 
No other services today! 
Tuesday 21st April: S Anselm  6.30pm Eucharist @ St James’ 
Wednesday 22nd April:  11am Eucharist 
Saturday 25th April: S Mark  9.30am Eucharist 
Sunday 26th April: Easter 4 
8am Eucharist, 11am Scouts Parade Service, 5.30pm Parish Eucharist 
9.30am Eucharist (St James’) 
Wednesday 29th April: S Catherine of Siena  11am Eucharist 
 

Tuesday: Bell Ringing @ 7.30pm; Thursday: Choir Practice @ 6.30/7pm 
Monday to Friday: 8am Morning Prayer, 5pm Evening Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Annual Virgin Art Exhibition will take place from Monday May 4th  - 
9th from 10.00am - 8.00pm. By now entries will be rolling in, and all we 
need is for everyone to spread the word far and wide. Can you think of a 
place to put up a poster? Could you carry "hand-outs " in your pocket 
wherever you go? Please sign up on the lists to help with taking in and 
hanging the paintings, stewarding the exhibition, helping with or do-
nating refreshments. For further information speak to Sheila & Roger 
Wilson or Denise Owens or go to virginartmold.org.uk  

Sunday Club 
 

We are looking for people who 
would be willing to go on a rota 
to help run the Sunday Club. If 
you feel you could help with this 
important work, please speak to 
the Rev’d Deb. Thank you. 

http://virginartmold.org.uk/


In March we  

welcomed through 

 

Marriage 
Tom Owen & Sara Thirlwall 
 

We commended to the 

Lord the souls of: 

Joy Hughes 
Agnes Baird Lloyd 
Doreen Theresa Formby 
Florence May Crompton 
Alan Murphy 
Rhona Jardine– Philips 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS 

 

Please note that the new 
Email address for anything to 
do with the Parish is now: 
 

stmarysmold@gmail.com 
 

Mission Area Conference  
 

At the Annual Vestry Meeting we will need to elect 2 representatives to the Mis-
sion Area (Deanery) Conference. The reps have been Steve Stokes (resigned ear-
lier in the year) and Kathy Stewart. Kathy is to be on the Conference as a Reader, 
so we are looking for 2 further reps from the Parish of Mold. 
 
The present aim of our Mission Area Conference is to enable our congregations 
to work together to advance mission and ministry, and where necessary, to 
channel comments/information to the Diocesan Standing Committee. 
 
Mission Area Conference Meetings will be concerned with seeking God’s will for 
the Mission of the church by being Christ centred, prayerful and open to the Spir-
it speaking through all members. 

 
Mission Area Conference Representative – Further Information 

1. All members of the Mission Area Conference shall be communicants over the 
age of 16. 
Members must be willing to sign the following declaration: 

1 I, (Name) of (Parish) do hereby solemnly declare that I am a Communi-
cant over sixteen years of age and qualified to be a member of the Mold 
Mission Area Conference according to the provisions of Chapter IV of the 
Constitution of the Church in Wales and I do not belong to any religious 
body which is not in communion with the Church in Wales. 

3. For the first Mission Area Conference, members shall be elected by their par-
ish at the 2015 Vestry Meeting. 

4. Members will attend Mission Area Conference Meetings three to four times a 
year. If unable to attend, one of the elected substitutes* should attend in their 
place. 

5. As an active member of their P.C.C./Church/Parish, they will report back to 
their P.C.C. after every Conference Meeting. They will also gather information 
from their parish to take back to the Conference. 

6. Members must be able to see the role of their own parish within the bigger 
picture. They must be able to understand and accept differences of view, and be 
committed to mission, growth and engagement 
across boundaries. 

7. Members need to be willing to speak confidently 
and challenge in a respectful way. 

8. Members will be willing to play an active part in 
the Mission Area and to encourage others to do the 
same. (e.g. by attending Mission Area Services and 
Events) 

For further information contact  
 

Parish Priest  Fr Rex Matthias 01352 752960 

     stmarysmold@gmail.com 
 

Curate                 Rev’d Deb Swann  01244  550645 

                                            stmarysmold@gmail.com 
 

 

Churchwardens  John Williams 01352 754671  (St Mary’s) 

    Dave Pugh          01352  754670 (St Mary’s) 

    Marlene Smyth    01352 754029 (St James’) 

    Anne Mellor        01352 755574 (St James’) 

mailto:rexmatthias61@gmail.com

