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Description of the Parish 

The Parish serves the town of Pontypridd in the South Wales valleys. The Parish is a part of the Diocese of 
Llandaff in the Province of the Church in Wales. 

The Parish consists of 8 churches, 7 of which serve as parish churches plus St Gwynno’s church. 

St Catherine's was built in 1868 by John Norton, architect of London and was a development from 
Norton's own St David's church in Neath. The North aisle was added in similar style to the South aisle in 
1885, a North vestry in 1915, and the West porch in 1933. In 1890 the church was restored and clock faces 
added to the tower. In 1919 Sir Giles Gilbert Scott modified the chancel by whitewashing the walls and 
adding new stalls and reredos.  In 2013 the church building was joined up to the neighbouring church to 
form a hub for community projects.   

St Mary’s church was built in 1839 and is a large ‘Commissioner’ type church, ie double height nave/space 
without aisles, having a small apsed chancel area and large rear upper gallery. Designed by TH Wyatt. The 
church has a tower and (later added) vestry/sacristy. It is situated in Glyntaff adjacent to the A470.  

St Luke’s church Rhydyfelin is a modern polyognal Church built in 1962, replacing the previous church of 
1907, designed by Caroe & Martin, with a many sided nave wrapped around the sanctuary which extends 
in height above the general level of the nave. Caroe and Partners created a naturally well lit, visually 
clean, modern and uncluttered nave and sanctuary with a formal, radiating, geometry, focussed towards 
the altar. It is situated on Cardiff Road at the Southern edge of Rhydyfelin. 

St John’s church was built in the 1920s, replacing the previous church from the end of the 1800s, parallel 
to the steep hillside of the Graig which employs the hill slope to provide a large undercroft used as a hall, 
below the nave and chancel which lie at the upper ground level. In the 1970s a two story extension was 
added to the North side providing addition ancillary accommodation including a chapel on the upper level 
and kitchen and lavatories on the lower level. It is situated in Graig Street in the centre of the Graig. 

St Luke’s Cilfynydd was built in 1892 and consists of nave and chancel, with a western bellcote and a small 
south porch, slope, and containing a large hall, toilet block and kitchen. It straddles Bedw Road and 
Bodwenarth Road in Cilfynydd 

Christ Church was built in 1887. In Early English Gothic style, with an apsidal chancel, vestry nave, south 
porch and bellcote. Built of rock faced Pennant with Bath stone dressings beneath concrete tiled roofs. It 
is located on the corner of Clive Terrace and Church Street in Ynysybwl. 

St David’s Church, Hopkinstown was opened in 1855. It is located along  Gyfeillon Road towards one end 
of Hopkinstown. 

St Gwynno’s Church has parts of it which date back to the 6th century, whilst other parts were added 
during the 12th century and consists of nave and chancel with a bellcote and south facing porch. It is 
located in Llanwynno forest North of the town of Pontypridd. 
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Membership 

The members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) are the trustees of the charity. It is the responsibility 
of the PCC to work together and cooperate in all matters of concern and importance to the Parish for the 
promotion of the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical in the Parish. 

The PCC operates through a number of committees that are responsible to the PCC and assist it in 
fulfilling its functions and responsibilities. Each church has a committee that looks after the day to day 
matters of that church. 

Warwick Butler 
David Carver 
Dennis Compton 
Moira Cuff 
Sara Fowler (secretary) 
Michael Gable (chairman) 
Jocelyn Hadley 
Kathryn Heal 
Keith Hodson 
Phil Hopkins 

Peter Lewis 
Glynis Lloyd 
Babs Minton 
Ray Minton (treasurer) 
Chris Morton 
David Nyirongo 
Elaine Rees 
Ian Sandford 
David Tazzini-Lloyd 
Neal Wood 

The following were members of the PCC at the end of the year. 

Safeguarding Officer: Keri Allen 



Review of the Year 

2015 was a monumentus year for the Church in 

Wales in the town of Pontypridd. It began with 

the report from the Ministry Area Conversation 

being published. This was the fruits of 9 months 

of discussions with representatives from each of 

the four parishes in the town. Richard Jones, the 

Parish Resources Officer of the Diocese, did a very 

good job of leading the group through the process 

and creating the final report. 

The report focused on how the town could be 

better served by the churches and recommend 

the formation of a single parish in place of the 

four existing ones (Pontypridd St Catherine; 

Pontypridd St Matthew & Cilfynydd w Llanwynno; 

Pwllgwaun & Llanddewi Rhondda; Glyntaff, 

Rhydyfelin & the Graig). The recommendation 

included three full time priests, a children’s 

worker and an administrator. 

Each of the PCCs, who had been kept informed of 

progress, took the final report and discussed it 

and any issues raised. The congregations were 

consulted and given chance to raise any concerns 

or issues. 

A meeting was then held in June with the four 

PCCs at which they were asked if they wished to 

proceed with the recommendation. Each PCC 

unanimously agreed to forming the Parish of 

Pontypridd. 

The report recommended that the three priests 

should be equal in status rather than having a 

hierarchical structure. This posed some issues 

around legal matters but these were suitablely 

resolved and the paperwork completed. 

On 28th September 2015, in St Catherine’s 

Church, the Parish of Pontypridd came into 

existence at a service presided over by the Most 

Revd Barry Morgan, Archbishop of Wales. He 

licensed the Revds Michael Gable, Peter Lewis 

and David Nyirongo as the parish priests. He also 

commended those involved for their courage in 

seeking a new way of being the Church. To being 

prepared to test this and see if it will build up the 

Kingdom of God. The church was filled with 

people from the churches and from the local 

community. Refreshments in the hall afterwards 

was a tight squeeze with everyone present. 

The Revd David Nyirongo was appointed in the 

summer ready to join the parish once it was 

formed. He was a curate in the West Warrington 

group in the Diocese of Liverpool. He was 

ordained in 2011. David is married to Safia and 

they have three young children.  

Each priest will be pastorally responsible for 2 or 

3 churches and also for some of the parish wide 

activities. Some things will happen in one or more 

churches and some things will be designed for the 

whole parish to share in. 

Learning how to work together more, and more 

effectively will take time and no doubt will have 

some false starts. Sharing of time and talents so 

that the whole is growing bigger has to be the 

way forward for growing the mission and ministry 

of the Church. 

The Church in Pontypridd is on an adventure, a 

pilgrimage to see where God is leading. Serving 

his people, his world, especially the community of 

Pontypridd. How his love is shown in 2016 and 

beyond is both the excitement and the challenge. 



Saint Mary’s Church, Glyntaff 

The Church has always has been a place of devotion and 
peace to all who have attended. Services have been held 
throughout the year with weekly services on Thursday and 
Sunday. 

During the year there have been several visiting clergy 
including  Rev David Parry, Canon Mel Jones, Canon Glyn 
Turner, Fr Wayne David, all who have assisted in ensuring 
that worship has been maintained and they have offered 
some wonderful sermons which have encourage the people 
attending in their faith and devotion. 

This year Father Turner celebrated his 60 years in the 
ministry and as he was taking a service in St Mary’s on the 
day there was a small celebration after the service. Father 
Turner has used his wood turning skills to produce a 
wonderful new Collection plate. 

All visiting priests have been ably assisted by Lois Johnson 
who has continued with the duties of server. Both Lois and 
Vincent Jones have excelled in their new duties as Chalice 
Administrators. 

The parish commitment to the Seven Sacred Spaces has 
continued with Father Michael regularly preaching on the 
areas that need attention. 

The first vestry meeting for new parish held in St Mary’s, 
parking arranged with University which was greatly 
appreciated. 

A new coffee morning has started on 2nd Thursday of the 
month to allow parishioners to speak to Father Michael as a 
need for him to communicate with the congregation has 
been identified, his busy schedule does not allow this on a 
Sunday. 

The shared services at Christmas, Lent, Stations of Cross and 
Easter have allowed people from across the parish to attend 
other churches and be welcomed. Llandaff Cathedral School 
Girls’ Choir visited St Mary’s to lead evensong. It was a 
wonderful event which it is hoped to repeat in the future. 

Leaflets were delivered to a large number of houses in the 
parish to advertise Christmas services. A Carol service was 
held on Christmas eve for the first time and was a joyful 
occasion; something to look to improve. Socially the church 
has been very active this year and whilst money is raised at 
these events the social interaction and Christian charity is 
far more important. 

Cheese and wine; Afternoon tea 28th June; Barbeque 24th  
July; Harvest lunch 4th Oct; Prize draw and Sunday Lunch 
22nd November. Thanks must be given to Sheila and Brenda 
for their work in organising and to Lillian for the delicious 
puddings. 

The monthly hundred club draw and coffee morning after 
Sunday morning service are enjoyed by all and give a 
regular opportunity to meet as a group of friends and fellow 
Christians. 

The flowers in Church have looked wonderful this year  
Jocelyn and Jean are to be thanked for their skill and talent. 

 

This year there were 3 Weddings and 1 Funeral. The funeral 
of Keith Bann, who had been the church organist, was well 
attended, he had been a long time member of the Church 
and he will be missed. Rest in Peace. 

St Mary’s celebrated birthdays of Myra Hill 80 years and 
Keith Hodson 60 years, hopefully they will enjoy many more 
birthdays. 

Thanks must go to Brenda Cawthorne for providing the 
piano accompaniment at the services it is much 
appreciated. 

The church fabric has required some work this year. Further 
work will be required with special attention on guttering 
and repairs to wooden doors, ceiling repairs at back of 
church scheduled for 2016 but all appreciate the work that 
Vincent Jones assisted by Jim have completed. 

The Church is continuing its charity work supporting- Ty 
Hafan; Barnabas Fund; Adref Mill Street; Christian Aid; 
Nepal appeal; Water Aid; British Legion; Clic Sergeant; Food 
at back of church for foodbank. All good causes which 
benefit by the generosity of attendees.  

There is a plan is to have a charity concert in the church in 
2016 to raise money for the nominated charity. Also to get 
Father Michael to invite local school to use church at 
harvest and Christmas. The church hall is still regularly 
booked out for music exams and RCT elections to bring in 
additional funds. 

The Gift Day for St Mary’s was well supported this year and 
shows the love the church is held in within the parish. The 
average Sunday attendance has been around 13-16.     

Thanks to Karen, Jill, Dawn and  Malcolm for decorating 
trees this Christmas. Penny for putting out the service board 
each week. 

Finally thanks to everyone who has not been mentioned  for 
the time and effort they have put in to maintaining and 
running of the church without the help of all those who 
carry out readings, cleaning, attending meetings and 
assisting others St Mary’s would not exist and all time and 
devotion to St Mary’s is appreciated. 

Although few in numbers the team effort to ensure that 
both the spiritual and social needs of the people of St 
Mary’s are met, to give a focus to allow for future 
generations to continue the Christian mission in the Parish 
gives all hope for the future of the Church in Wales. 

Finances - Income £16,308.97; Expenditure £17,214.41. 
Mission £599.40; Gift day to St Marys £390; Outstanding are 
2 years tax rebate for gift aid, so church finances are still 
stable. First payment to new parish account and quota have 
already been completed. 

It is good that the small congregation is still funding St 
Mary’s during these difficult times  Focus on 2016 must be 
to involve the local community more in the church by 
advertising events locally. 



 Accounts for  St Mary’s Church Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving 5,142   5,142 5,170 

Loose Collections 4,071   4,071 4,634 

Donations 1,675   1,675 3,520 

For Mission 593   593 609 

Tax Refunds       

Legacy Gifts Received     1,050 

Grants       

Generated Income Money Raising 2,803   2,803 2,466 

Fees 480   480 480 

Investment Income       

Other Incoming Resources 1,117   1,117 73 

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 15,883   15,883 18,002 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share         

Expenses of Clerics         

Other         

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 670   670 574 

General Parish Expenses 237   237 260 

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 3,760   3,760 4,231 

Maintenance of Property 1,144   1,144 1,290 

Exceptional Expenditure       

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish       

Home / World 599   599 515 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments       

Cost of Money Raising 300   300 250 

Net Transfers to Parish Account 10,076   10,076 9,684 

Total Resources Expended / Payments 16,789   16,789 16,804 

  

Net Movement in Funds -905  -905 1,199 

Transfers between Funds      

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 6,055  6,055 4,856 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 5,149  5,149 6,055 

Current Account 5,149  5,149 6,055 



Saint Luke’s Church, Cilfynydd 

2015 was a year of steady advancement for St 
Luke’s with some confident moves in the right 
direction to strengthen links into the community 
around Cilfynydd and to focus our plans on 
mission and church life into the future. The 
creation of the new parish of Pontypridd saw the 
potential of greater cooperation between church 
folk from all over the area, whilst the arrival of 
Vicar Peter Lewis as having oversight of St Luke’s 
(60:40 with St Catherine’s) has given stability and 
direction for our plans to develop. 

The news that the proceeds from St Mathew’s 
Church, Trallwn were released to the parish was 
greeted with excitement that some important 
work could be planned for the structure of the 
church and hall.  Part of the proceeds would also 
be used at Christchurch and Llanwonno church 
and when adverse weather forced us to close the 
toilets in the hall owing to water entering the 
building and electrics, the future of the hall as a 
viable community facility was called into 
question.  It was with regret that we had to stop 
groups using the hall for children’s activities as 
the toilets were out of use.  As we move into 
2016, top of the agenda is to work alongside our 
new architects, Alwyn Jones Ltd, to plan how we 
want to make essential repairs to the West Wall 
with the ingression of water, but also consider 
plans for the provision of toilets and kitchenette 
within the back of the church or significant 
repairs to make the hall useable for the future.  It 
was wonderful to be able to say goodbye to the 
font for which we had a faculty for its removal, 
and as the year progressed we began a good 
cleaning and sorting of the church cupboards.   

Our growing links into the community were 
evidenced by some wonderful occasions at the 
close of 2015 with Cilfynydd school holding their 
Christmas concert with us, and a well-attended 
service on Christmas Eve.  Trish, the children’s 
worker has been leading assemblies and taking 
classes in Coedpenmaen School, Trallwn Infants 
and Cilfynydd Primary, with the Vicar also being 
at Cilfynydd Primary and additionally leading 
collective worship at Pontpridd high School and 
Pontshonnorton Welsh language Primary.  With 
so many connections into school, the church 
want to look in 2016 at ways of building on these 
links by starting to provide Messy Church and 

social events for families like film mornings in the 
school holidays. During 2015 we reconnected 
with the village through providing weddings and 
are looking forward to several more booked for 
2016. 

As our connection to Christchurch and 
Llanwonno changes our own Church committee 
will continue to look at ways of increasing the 
closeness of our fellowship and also reaching out 
for others to come to faith.  We’ve enjoyed some 
social celebrations with others and had a lovely 
St Luke’s day lunch at Porthcawl.  The second 
Sunday of the month has become a regular time 
for coffee together after the service and we look 
forward to closer connections within the new 
parish for getting to know others.  During the 
year, we collected over £700 (& gift items) for 
Nepal Earthquake appeal with Christian Aid, 
Adref, MIND, Y Bwthyn, Macmillan, Operation 
Christmas Child, mission to Seafarers, 253Kg of 
food for the Pontypridd foodbank and had some 
lovely events like joint Agape Supper & Advent 
classes & Xmas dinner with Norton Bridge 
congregation,  Con Voce concert and MGM 
Christmas Journey concert.  We look forward to a 
greater sense of connection to Mbale through 
the Pont Churches group, which Vicar Peter 
chairs. 

St Luke’s Mothers’ Union met once a month at 
different homes and St Matthew’s branch 
continued to meet at Coedpenmaen Baptist 
Church.  The Thursday service has changed to an 
earlier time to accommodate a short teaching 
reflection as a sermon series is now followed, 
whilst on Sundays, the provision of pew Bibles 
and new hymn books in 2016 will give us greater 
opportunities for exploring faith and worship.  we 
are thankful to a range of clergy who have led 
services with us in 2015 and are enjoying 
sermons from Revd. Gill Tuck and Revd. Peter 
Lewis as well as our organist Mr David Carr.  As 
the year proceeds, like other parts of the new 
parish, we are looking forward to having the 
chance of training for more members to take 
small parts in the worship and mission life of St 
Luke’s. 



 Accounts for  St Luke’s Church Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving 12,912   12,912 13,013 

Loose Collections 888   888 1,171 

Donations 750   750 280 

For Mission 292   292 158 

Tax Refunds 1,860   1,860 1,837 

Legacy Gifts Received      

Grants 100   100 200 

Generated Income Money Raising 4,583   4,583 3,269 

Fees 235   235 88 

Investment Income 23   23 21 

Other Incoming Resources 1,289   1,289 528 

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 22,930   22,930 20,565 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share 7,634   7,634 9,900  

Expenses of Clerics 570    570  50  

Other 200    200    

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 621   621 753 

General Parish Expenses 343   343 242 

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 3,224   3,224 3,323 

Maintenance of Property     5,696 

Exceptional Expenditure 632   632 1,630 

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish      

Home / World 705   705 350 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments      

Cost of Money Raising 330   330 355 

Net Transfers to Parish Account 947   947  

Total Resources Expended / Payments 15,205   15,205 22,299 

  

Net Movement in Funds 7,725  7,725 -1,734 

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 42,140  42,140 43,874 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 49,865  49,865 42,140 

Current Account 2,072  2,072 1,782 

Deposit Account 47,793  47,793 40,358 



Saint David’s Church, Hopkinstown 

September, 2015 began on a good and exciting note 
for St David’s church with the Arrival of Rev David 
Nyirongo (Team Vicar). The congregation very much 
supports and is behind the Lead Team Vicar and Area 
Dean Michael Gable’s vision, “Christ is center of all we 
do, we listen to his calling and respond to his grace,”  

Every member in St David’s is working on living out the 
Parish mission in our everyday lives by getting involved 
in whatever way we can in church and our own 
community.  

In April a sum of £5,000 was given to St David’s church 
by a former member to whom we are very grateful. 

St David’s church held an Easter service at Ty-
Gwynno’s Nursing home. The Summer Fete in June 
raised £1,725. Thanks for all the support. 

The following missional activities took place after the 
Team Vicar Rev David Nyirongo arrived in 2015. These 
initiatives had already been discussed and agreed at a 
PCC meeting which St David’s church held on the 10th 
September, 2015 (minutes of PCC meeting attached). 
The Rev David Nyirongo came alongside and 
supported the church by implementing the missional 
plan. Activities and dates; 

13th December, carol service at Ty-Gwyno’s nursing 
home. Home communions are constantly carried out 
during the Month by Clergy & Laity. 14th – 17th 
December series of three Christingles with schools 
involved, i.e. Maesycoed, Trehafod and Trehopcyn 
school. 20th – 25th December, carol service, crib 
service followed by a Christmas service. The Fete 
which the church has always hosted raised £1,800, a 
good sum of money. 

Other activities not dated were the harvest supper, 
Julian and the Welsh National Opera concert 
fundraising money. The group raised a good sum of 
money and donated it to the mission of the Parish. 

In line with the Parish vision, “Christ the center of all 
we do, we listen to his calling and respond to his 
grace.” Rev David Nyirongo is encouraging 
congregation members to pursue the following values 
in 2016; 

1. Connect – with community and church 

2. Grow – numerically and spiritually in faith 

3. Serve – serve using your gifts 

4. Lead – lead through participation in church and 
community 

 

 

The sale of the church pews raised £1,670. Thanks to 
all who purchased one or more and sorry if you 
weren’t able to buy one. 

St David’s Church HOPES & VISION in 2016                                                                                              
Our aim in 2016 is to connect more with the 
community. In order to achieve this, we have 
organized a family fun day at Trehafod community 
center on Saturday the 23rd of January, Messy church 
on 12th March, 2016 and many more. We believe that 
as we connect with community we will experience 
church growth. This means that every member’s gifts 
is needed so that we can serve one another. God has 
called each of us as leaders. We lead in different ways, 
either through decorating the church, teaching Sunday 
school, messy church, choir, serving teas and coffees 
and many more other gifts we have not mentioned. 
Every gift is important. 

As a church, we are also working at various ways of 
providing various worship styles for the different 
generations represented in our congregation and 
Parish. So we conducted a surveys at Trehafod family 
fun day to try and find out exactly what we need to 
provide to the various families and children we reach 
out to including times which worked best for them. 
The overwhelming majority of families said 09:30am 
does not work for them, but they could make 11:00am 
if invited to events at that time.  

There are several challenges and concerns St David is 
facing at present, and these challenges are; 

not having a Vicar of their own, they have to share Rev 
David Nyirongo 50/50 with Christ church, Ynysybwl 

the service times (09:30am) is perhaps too early for 
young families with children (times will have to be 
revisited) 

People not feeling that they can have time to speak to 
the Vicar who has to rush off to another church 
immediately after the service has ended on Sundays 

church growth is needed as current members are 
aging and some dying, so church growth is needed 
numerically to run the church otherwise, we could end 
up closing if nothing is done. But this challenge is good 
in itself, it helps us to trust more in God and to provide 
various worship forms, i.e., family communion all age 
services, messy church and also to reach out to the 
community through family fun days, school assemblies 
and kids club. 



 Accounts for  St David’s Church Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving 14,254   14,254 15,439 

Loose Collections 2,642   2,642 2,178 

Donations 5,346   5,346 1,493 

For Mission 140   140 139 

Tax Refunds 4,803   4,803 30 

Legacy Gifts Received      

Grants     2,976 

Generated Income Money Raising 5,745   5,745 6,796 

Fees 455   455 771 

Investment Income 67   67 289 

Other Incoming Resources 2,907   2,907 6,912 

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 36,358   36,358 37,023 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share 21,079    21,079  21,116  

Expenses of Clerics 2,013    2,013  1,216  

Other         

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 1,879   1,879 1,436 

General Parish Expenses 103   103 325 

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 2,522   2,522 4,469 

Maintenance of Property 3,372   3,372 7,329 

Exceptional Expenditure 1,449   1,449 214 

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish     38 

Home / World 140   140 553 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments     5,000 

Cost of Money Raising 223   223 910 

Net Transfers to Parish Account 1,811   1,811  

Total Resources Expended / Payments 34,591   34,591 42,607 

  

Net Movement in Funds 1,766  1,766 -5,583 

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 13,379 1,800 15,179 20,763 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 15,146 1,800 16,946 15,179 

Current Account 4,133  4,133 7,368 

Deposit Account 5,080  5,080 78 

Monmouth Building Society 5,933 1,800 7,733 7,733 



Saint Luke’s Church, Rhydyfelin 

Wednesday Club celebrated 20 years, having 
opened just after Hawthorn Community Centre. A 
special Wednesday Club was held in the summer 
when past members were invited to come along.  

Many thanks to everyone who has given their 
financial support during 2015. Your generosity 
and commitment to give to God and his Church is 
very much appreciated.  

Planned giving increased but was again 
insufficient to cover the transfer to the parish 
account. Loose collection saw a decrease but this 
was offset by an increase in number of envelopes 
being used. Donations received included a gift of 
£5,000. Mission income is lower as monies 
collected and then spent regarding FairDo's is no 
longer processed through the account. Tax 
refunds saw a significant increase as we were able 
to claim Gift Aid and GASDS tax relief for the years 
2013, 2014 and 2015. Legacy income of £5,000 
was from the estate of Catherine Owen, a very 
faithful member of St Luke’s for many years. 

The Maintenance of Churches expenditure 
increase is mainly due to an increase in the gas 
bill (due to previous estimated readings), window 
repairs (£680), a new alarm system (£920), church 
interior painting (£3,200, offset by a £2,000 
grant), toilet modifications (£1500, offset by a 
£1,000 grant) and new flooring and painting in 
the vestry (£1,000). Mission giving reduced due to 
the non inclusion of Fairdo's payments (see 
above) but included Us(PG) Teule hospital £400, 
Water Aid £258, Bible Society (PCT Carol Service) 
£131, Tearfund £74 (includes monies received 
from St Mary's), and £100 each to Mission to 
Seafarers, Medicines Sans Frontiers, PONT, 
Pontypridd Street Pastors and Mothers’ Union 
Caravan Appeal.  

The two Lloyds Term deposits totaling £70,000 
expired in 2015. £20,000 has been transferred to 
our CCLA deposit account and £50,000 has been 
set aside to invest in a new Deposit account in 
early 2016. 

Thank you to everyone who contributes to the 
work of St Luke’s Church. Thank you David as 
organist who is very rarely not present on a 
Sunday and thanks to Ray Minton, a member of St 
John’s, for serving as our treasurer. 

As part of our mission there are two services held 
in Cae Glas Residential home each month, one on 
a Wednesday morning when Fr Michael visits to 
give holy communion, with 5 to 10 residents and 
2 from St Luke’s attending. 

The second service is on a Sunday evening when 
Irene, or Pauline in her absence, leads a service of 
hymns and prayers with a Bible reading. These 
have proved very popular with between 9 and 18 
residents plus several members of the Mothers’ 
Union attending. 

Eucharist services are also held once a month in 
Maes Y Felin and in Gellihirion Close. 

Mothers’ Union at St Luke’s continues to thrive - 
meeting on the second Wednesday of every 
month. We try to alternate with speakers and 
social evenings. Our social evenings consist of 
lively discussion and updating our various 
activities.  

We continue to correspond with Mothers’ Union 
pen friends in Africa - Grace in Tanzania, Lonah in 
Mbale and Amo in Botswana. (Amo was a mature 
student in the University of South Wales and 
some years later became Botswana Mothers’ 
Union President:- she attended St Luke’s during 
her time here. 

The Deanery MU events consist of a Quiet 
Evening, Deanery Festival, Deanery Eucharist at 
the Cathedral, Social afternoon and an Advent 
Service, all very enjoyable and a chance to catch 
up with members from other churches. 

The Deanery events continue with a Quiet Day at 
the Cathedral in February and a retreat at 
Llangasty, usually in October. 

When we meet Monthly at St Luke’s, we always 
have prayers and a bible reading. We hope to 
increase our numbers. A warm welcome awaits 
for all. 

Messy Church has firmly become a part of the 
regular worship in St Luke’s and happens about 
once a month on a Sunday evening at 5 pm. Those 
attending enjoy this new style of being Church, 
taking part in crafts, singing, praying, thinking 
about a story from the Bible and of course sharing 
in a meal together. Attendance is usually about 20  
people. 



 Accounts for  St Luke’s Church Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving 9,066   9,066 8,737 

Loose Collections 827   827 1,541 

Donations 5,970   5,970 735 

For Mission 789   789 1,844 

Tax Refunds 4,316   4,316 1,059 

Legacy Gifts Received 5,000   5,000  

Grants 3,000   3,000  

Generated Income Money Raising 1,337   1,337 1,211 

Fees 935   935 185 

Investment Income 1,650   1,650 1,643 

Other Incoming Resources 15   15  

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 32,905   32,905 16,955 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share         

Expenses of Clerics         

Other         

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 1,400   1,400 1,026 

General Parish Expenses 225   225 237 

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 11,586   11,586 2,385 

Maintenance of Property 797   797 470 

Exceptional Expenditure      

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish 222   222 123 

Home / World 1,383   1,383 2,120 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments      

Cost of Money Raising      

Net Transfers to Parish Account 11,152   11,152 12,739 

Total Resources Expended / Payments 26,765   26,765 19,100 

  

Net Movement in Funds 6,140  6,140 -2,145 

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 94,550  94,550 96,696 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 100,690  100,690 94,550 

Current Account 58,510  58,510 2,469 

CCLA Account 42,181  42,181 22,081 

Term Deposits 0  0 70,000 



Christchurch, Ynysybwl 

We are grateful to Father Michael, for his support 
and guidance during the Interregnum. We were 
lucky to have Rev David Nyirongo join us from 
September.  

It was another busy year in Christ Church again, 
even with an ageing population we manage to fit 
a lot in both ecumenically and socially. Sadly we 
lost some faithful members of our congregation – 
Violet Sandrey, Mary Hawkins and Rowland Bates. 
Father Michael Short made home visits and 
administered the Holy Eucharist for those wishing 
to receive it. He also led the service for the 
Women’s World Day of Prayer in March where 
members of the church and chapels of the village 
participated. The service was followed by 
refreshments and the opportunity to share 
fellowship together.  

Through Action Aid International, we still have 
links with our sponsored child, Cephania in 
Uganda, with church members writing letters to 
her and making much needed donations. 

Operation Christmas Child continues to be well 
supported by many in the village with Christ 
Church and the local Chapels and Trerobart 
School participating in the collection of the boxes. 
We continue to collect used stamps for the 
Leprosy Mission Fund. 

Donations to the Food Bank continue with people 
from the Church as generous as ever. Several 
members also give up their time to attend the 
distribution centre in the village to give out the 
food parcels to those in need. Again we attended 
the Service of Remembrance held at the 
Cenotaph which was led by Rev David Nyirongo 
who is Chaplain to the British Legion. 

Our Christmas Carol Service was a big success, we 
invited the children of Trerobart School choir to 
come along and sing for us. The Church was again 
well supported by parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents. We invited the congregation 
to join us after the service for a mince pie and a 
glass of wine.  

Social and fundraising events included a Fun Quiz 
in the Rugby Club with refreshments. Our thanks 
to Mr Philip Morton for compiling the questions, 
the ladies who prepared the food,  the people  
who donated the Raffle Prizes, and those who 

supported the evening. The evening raised 
£260.55 

To celebrate Saint David we had a social evening 
with Welsh Cakes and a quiz. 

A tribute concert to Ollie Murrs by Jack Stucky in 
church. Jack was excellent; there was a 
marvellous atmosphere, with parents and 
children dancing in the aisles. Owen Instrell took 
photographs. Jack has agreed to return in 
2016.The evening raised £150.00 

Shopping trip to Hereford and Symonds Yat. It 
was a beautiful warm sunny day. The day ended 
with a boat trip. The trip raised £106.00. The 
annual Gift Day Strawberry and Cream Tea 
prepared on the patio, as it was. Our thanks to Mr 
Philip Morton for compiling the quiz, and Owen 
for taking photographs. The Gift Day raised 
£365.00. Rugby Club Fun Quiz our thanks once 
again to everyone. This raised £253.00 

Our third Duck Race at the Old Ynysybwl Inn. We 
had a sunny day, and it proved to be very 
successful. We sold refreshments and had various 
stalls. Our thanks to Keith Johns, Declan, Owen 
Instrell, his father Gavin and his grandfather 
Phillip Morton who were in the river starting the 
Duck Race and retrieving them after the race, and 
those who helped in the preparation. This raised 
£502.15 

A Fish and Chip Harvest Supper in church. We 
were very pleased to welcome Revd. David and 
family who joined us for the evening. 

The New Theatre to see the Glenn Miller Story 
raising £65.00. A Shopping trip to Taunton raised 
£96.00. Fun Quiz in the Rugby Club raising 
£204.55 Again our thanks to everyone.  

We held a united Carol Service, Led by Revd. 
David. The Trerobert School Choir came to sing 
and play their instruments, which really added to 
the service. It was good to see the church full. 
This was followed by mince pies, tea, coffee and 
wine. The Christmas Raffle raised £287.00 

Charitable donations were made to the 
Archbishop’s Mission Fund £100; Cephania in 
Uganda £200; Royal British Legion £30; Ysgol Ty 
Coch £50; Nepal Disaster £150. 



 Accounts for  Christ Church Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving 11,498   11,498 12,867 

Loose Collections 578   578 568 

Donations 220   220 455 

For Mission 744   744 982 

Tax Refunds 1,766   1,766 2,135 

Legacy Gifts Received      

Grants     285 

Generated Income Money Raising 3,415   3,415 3,538 

Fees 654   654 260 

Investment Income 11   11 10 

Other Incoming Resources 1,274   1,274 883 

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 20,160   19,671 21,983 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS        

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share 10,670    10,670  13,268 

Expenses of Clerics 359    359   

Other       50 

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 609   609 360 

General Parish Expenses 3,702   3,702 2,472 

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 2,775   2,775 2,119 

Maintenance of Property      

Exceptional Expenditure      

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish      

Home / World 1,139   1,139 1,429 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments      

Cost of Money Raising      

Net Transfers to Parish Account 1,216   1,216  

Total Resources Expended / Payments 20,471   20,471 19,698 

  

Net Movement in Funds -310  -310 2,285 

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 13,408  13,408 11,123 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 13,096  13,096 13,408 

Current Account 2,402  2,402 4,221 

Youth Account 0  0 174 

Buildings Account 10,694  10,694 9,013 

Savings Club (money held on behalf of savers) 
Income and expenditure not shown 

1,484  1,484 2,269 



Saint Catherine’s Church, Pontypridd 

During the year, we held to our mission action 
plan of ‘Proclaiming and Living God’s 
Transforming Love’ and we look back on 2015 as 
being a very dynamic and fruitful time.  We felt a 
keen calling to be amongst poorer people in our 
communities with the new Christians Against 
Poverty (CAP) Job Club and Release group 
starting, as well as more clients coming about the 
CAP debt work.  We successfully gained funding 
for Lorraine to run the debt centre for 3 years 
and for 3 years of funding for the Job Club.  In 
2016 we are planning for a CAP Life skills group 
to start up.  The Foodbank in Pontypridd started 
up a distribution centre in Connect café which 
offered an opportunity to befriend clients, and 
during the year we develop good relationships 
with the new nearby homeless centres at The 
Grange and Alabare’s The Mount.  The toddlers 
session diversified with the provision of Care for 
the Family’s Parenting Course being offered and 
several new users groups coming into the hall 
working amongst people on the margin of life, 
with mental health issues or looking for support 
in trying times.  Our plans are to keep this focus 
on provision and care, and in 2016 we plan to 
offer all we can to welcome Syrian refugees into 
RCT.  The Connect café created income for the 
church and Tina has done a great job in recruiting 
and training up volunteers, many of whom 
appreciate the value and care taken in their lives.  
Plans are to look for funding in 2016 to providing 
a member of staff who can expand our training 
work in this area.  Easter in 2015 was a time 
when many of the congregation came forward to 
lead services whilst most of the staff were part of 
the 26 strong team visiting our link parish of 
Namatala in Mbale, Uganda for 2 weeks, where 
great fellowship and fun took place.  The PONT 
churches group are now planning a visit from 
church leaders to Pontypridd in 2016. 

In the spiritual well-being of folk, 2015 gave some 
lovely instances of people coming to faith and 
bringing with them families and friends.  Many of 
the CAP clients became regular worshipping 
members of church and several families from the 
Toddler’s work and Messy Church are now 
coming regularly.  We held monthly café fun days 
on Saturdays which further encouraged overlap 
between families and church activities.  Our 
weekly evening homegroup grew and a new 

fellowship group, Pasture emerged.  We started 
up a monthly prayer meeting to coincide with the 
Saturday evangelism in town, something that will 
continue into 2016 but will link more with the 
homegroup evenings.  A sermon series on God as 
Provider and Protector focused us on trusting in 
the Lord but we were unnerved by a gradual 
decrease in regular giving as the year continued, 
a result of generous donations to our lighting and 
heating appeal.  Another series looking at issues 
of same sex marriages allowed the congregations 
to consider how Christians relate to social issues 
in different ways.  In 2016 we are taking time to 
explore through Craig Groeschel’s ‘Altar Ego’ how 
God’s vision might be for us to grow in 
Christlikeness.  A good number of parishioners 
attended a New Wine course on running a 
Healing Café and we witnessed several people 
becoming touched by God’s presence during 
prayer and leaving pain free; this has now been 
integrated into our monthly worship pattern.  
Our welcome packs came into play in 2015 and 
we improved in our pattern of shared meals and 
ability to look out for newcomers. 

2015 was a busy year for building related works.  
We undertook the development phase of work 
on the floor and spire repairs and successfully 
obtained funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and CADW to deliver this in 2016.  The PCC voted 
to remove the organ in order to be able to 
undertake essential repair work to the window in 
the organ chamber, and we will look for the 
repair work as the next stage of church repairs.  
Work on the Memorial in church rushed forward 
with wonderful work from Pontypridd High 
School Construction Department (and others) 
and by the end of the year the poor weather 
conditions slowed down the construction of 
pathways so that the garden will open in Easter 
2016.  We fully expect it to be a beautiful place to 
remember those who have died in infancy, 
through miscarriage or as children. 

The creation of the new Parish of Pontypridd was 
greeted with excitement by the congregation, but 
also some concern as the Vicar would now have 
to share time with new areas of responsibility.  
We have applauded Trish as she created new 
links in schools in a wider area and are looking 
forward to a sharing of new skills and training 
that are planned.   



 Accounts for  St Catherine’s Church Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving 41,582   41,582 41,883 

Loose Collections 5,704   5,704 5,223 

Donations 27,448 6,144 33,592 8,018 

For Mission 1,724 720 2,444 11,654 

Tax Refunds 13,332   13,332 7,967 

Legacy Gifts Received      

Grants 115,466 23,020 138,486 28,322 

Generated Income Money Raising 34,314   34,314 1,938 

Fees     1,690 

Investment Income 398 9 407 336 

Other Incoming Resources     4,794 

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 239,968 29,893 269,861 111,825 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share 39,476     39,476 36,513  

Expenses of Clerics 5,285     5,285 5,053  

Other       17,897  

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 1,900   1,900 2,154 

General Parish Expenses 13,638 35,339 48,977 6,038 

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 32,073   32,073 11,799 

Maintenance of Property 9,004 165 9,169 2,099 

Exceptional Expenditure 67,591   67,591  

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish 10,475 8,495 18,970 14,494 

Home / World 3,409 961 4,370 9,620 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments     1,885 

Cost of Money Raising 11,792   11,792  

Net Transfers to Parish Account      

Total Resources Expended / Payments 194,643 44,960  239,603 107,552 

  

Net Movement in Funds 45,325 -15,067 30,258 4,273 

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 55,103 26,441 81,544 77,271 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 100,430 11,375 111,805 81,544 

Church Current Account 35,590 5,776 41,366 81,544 

Church Deposit Account(s) 64,348  64,348  

CAP Funds  5,599 5,599  

Connect Funds 492  492  

A breakdown of the balance brought forward is not available due to changes in the way figures are now reported. 



Saint John’s Church, Graig 

2015 proved to be a momentous year in the life of the 
mission, outreach and work at St John's. We have a 
dedicated and faithful congregation, whose regular 
weekly attendance and support for each other enables 
so much to be achieved to the Glory of God. 

The promotion and use of Fairtrade products within 
the church is ongoing, and a wonderful display of 
items was sold during Fairtrade fortnight in aid of 
Teule Hospital. The February jumble sale, held as part 
of our outreach on the Graig, was well attended. The 
congregation supported Water Aid through its 'Jars of 
Change' campaign during Lent. St John's also hosted 
the Parish Lent Bible Study course. One of the PCT 
Lent lunches was held in the church hall. For Christian 
Aid week we organised a lunch, a jumble sale and 
congregational special envelope collection.  

We were delighted to continue the link with 
Maesycoed Primary School. Following a visit of two 
classes to our church, we invited them to take part in a 
competition. Father Michael and Babs attended a 
assembly in school to meet the winners and 
congratulate all the children who took part. The prize 
money our church awarded to the school enabled 
them to start two outside projects as decided by the 
winners and teachers. All the competitors received 
Fairtrade chocolates. The amazing art work formed a 
back drop at our summer fête, at which the 
Maesycoed School choir delighted everyone with their 
singing.  

During May, St John's organised a parish lunch party 
to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of Father Gable 
and his family's move and ministry to the area. In June 
a coffee morning was held in aid of the Tearfund 
appeal. A murder mystery evening in July raised funds 
for the Mothers’ Union Caravan Fund, and in 
September the St John's players took the play on tour 
to Christchurch to help raise money for the St 
Gwynno's Roof Fund appeal. For the 10th anniversary 
of the annual poetry evening, we retold the poems 
and stories heard at the first event, with the proceeds 
supporting the Walsingham 'be a godparent for a 
week' appeal. The Parish Retreat at Llangasty included 
members of St John's.  

September saw the start of major renovation work to 
the church hall, which meant that for a short time 
fund raising events were held in church. These 
included a Macmillan Cancer Care coffee morning 
organised by one of the Graig residents, and a church 
organised Breast Cancer Care coffee morning. For 
harvest, our church supported Water Aid and the 
Foodbank. The hall work was put on hold in November 
for our annual Christmas Bazaar to take place. Despite 

the weather, the hall was full to capacity with children 
and adults, the bazaar proved to be hugely successful 
both socially and financially. Sadly, Beryl, one of our 
past worshippers died in November. Spending her 
final years in a nursing home, she still received 
communion visits from Father Michael and Dennis, 
one of our Eucharistic Ministers. To welcome the 
Priests and their families of the recently formed Parish 
of Pontypridd, we invited them to our Advent party. It 
was great to see Reverend David's children joining 
with the Sunday School children in the games and 
singing. Unfortunately Reverend Peter and his family 
were unable to attend. The party followed our Advent 
IV Sunday service, where our Sunday School children 
and teachers brilliantly performed their Nativity play. 
To end the year, Kirsten and Father Michael hosted 
the St John's Day lunch – a wonderful lunch 
considering the chaos and upheaval in the kitchen as a 
result of the renovation works. 

The local community outreach work of the St John's 
congregation continued throughout the year, with 
members assisting with Messy Church (held at St 
Luke's) and with the children's contact centre (held at 
St Catherine's). Adref homeless hostel was financially 
supported this year. As well as St John's giving 
financial support to the Pontypridd Foodbank, clothes 
continued to be sold via Cash4Clothes, and members 
of the congregation also assisted with the two Tesco 
Foodbank collection days.  

The hall was hired both by Coleg Y Cymoedd, for their 
English education classes, and by the Bumble Bees 
playgroup. The Crafty Crew continue with their 
exquisite and artistic work, and as well as their 
outreach within the community, and had stalls at the 
Positively Ponty craft fairs. Their designer work for 
church included aprons (used by stallholders at our 
summer fête), wedding bunting and realistic looking 
sheep for the nativity crib. The Crafty Crew generously 
give financial support to the church. We are pleased to 
report that the Sunday School numbers have doubled 
this year, and the breakfast club continues to be 
popular with the children prior to the Sunday service. 
It was lovely to see Zoe confirmed in July.   

The Mothers’ Union monthly corporate communion 
has been well attended, and branch members have 
also been present at various Deanery events. Special 
Mothers’ Union cards were sent from the branch to 
children on the anniversaries of their baptisms. The 
ever popular Parish magazine continues to be 
produced at St John's and sincere thanks are given to 
everyone who contributes. Ioan (editor) collates all 
the monthly content material (no easy task!) and 
prints the first edition, which Marlene then proof 



reads. Christine publishes all the magazines ready for 
distribution and also sends copies to our parishioners 
unable to come to church, and a benefactor of St 
John's. 

The choir, led by our organist Ann, continues the 
tradition of ensuring that a sung Sunday Mass is held 
at St John’s throughout the year. We were all 
devastated by the sudden loss of our friend Keith 
Bann, who deputised whenever possible for Ann. He 
will be sadly missed. Towards the end of the year Ann 
injured her arm which prevented her from playing. 
Lesley kindly stepped in for a few weeks, before we 
purchased a new digital hymnal machine. We were 
delighted when our youngest chorister Kelly was 
baptised in the summer, and to see her continue 
collecting plastic bottle tops from the parishioners for 
her school fund-raising campaign. Christine continues 
her campaign of collecting used stamps for the 
Combat Stress charity. August will be remembered, of 
course, for the wonderful wedding of our Head 
Chorister Stephanie to Arran. 

The fabric of the church includes the installation of a 
replacement alarm system, a fire door and a new 
splendid piece of bespoke hand-made furniture to 
adorn the back of church. Outside work included 
power washing the exterior walls, repairs and painting 
to the church doors, the repairs and resurfacing of the 
path leading to the hall, and repairs and rebuilding of 
the wall alongside the path. A disabled toilet was 
installed downstairs. The hall and rear room have been 
renovated beyond recognition. Work done to date 
include the walls, ceilings, doors, windows, electrics, 
lights, fire alarm, fire door, emergency lighting and the 
whole hall floor being removed and replaced 
(including the removal of the stage). These works are 
nearing completion and we now look forward to the 
renovation of the kitchen (starting early 2016), and 
hopefully work on the rest of downstairs later in 2016. 
We are fortunate to have a dedicated and meticulous 
local builder/project manager to undertake these 
works and he has an excellent team of local workers 
and contractors. 

St John's accounts relate to money for St John's use 
only. Transfers are made on a monthly basis to the 
parish account as our share towards the parish quota 
and parish expenses. Thank you to everyone who has 
given their financial support during the last year. The 
rise in Mission income is mainly due to extra and/or 
increase in events/appeals. We received a grant of 
£500 towards the cost of the re-laid path leading down 
to the church hall. Fees saw an increase due to 
receiving photocopying charges for 2014 and 2015 in 
the same year. The increase in Maintenance of 
Services expenditure is due to the purchase of the 
hymnal machine (£2,380). We are very fortunate that 

our organist does not accept fees which reduces our 
costs. The General Parish expenditure increase is due 
to the purchase of the new bookcase/cupboard 
(£2,940). The Maintenance of the Church included the 
cost of installation of an alarm system (just under 
£1,200). The Maintenance of Other Property costs 
includes the path and walls in the church grounds 
(£4,800) and a percentage cost (our contribution 
£1,300) of the new bathroom we requested to be 
installed in the vicarage (St John's has a 62% 
ownership). Exceptional expenditure is monies paid 
out so far regarding the renovation of the church hall. 
Mission expenditure included £2,000 for our direct 
charitable giving in addition to the appeals and fund-
raising events already mentioned earlier in the report. 
To summarise, our excess expenditure over income 
can be attributed to hall renovation, ground 
improvements, vicarage work, new alarm system, new 
music machine and new bookcase. None of this could 
have been achieved without the generous legacy left 
to St John's by one of our past and much-missed 
worshippers. Please note, however, that ongoing 
repairs/renovations are needed in the future not only 
to meet the requirements set out in the quinquennial 
inspection but also in improving/updating our 
facilities. Many thanks to everyone who helps in any 
way toward our fund-raising activities and charitable 
appeals. 

We are ever grateful to Father Michael for his 
continued leadership and support of our spiritual 
development. 

Finally, a sincere thank you to everyone who gives so 
much of their time to St John's. The commitment of 
volunteers (Eucharistic Ministers Dennis and Gary, 
sacristan, servers, chalice administrators, vergers, 
sides-persons, intercession prayer writers and readers, 
Sunday school teachers and assistants, organist and 
choir, secretary, treasurer/gift aid secretary, flower 
arrangers, laundry and church cleaners, gardeners) 
ensure that St John's is continually looked after with 
such dedication and reverence. 



 Accounts for  St John’s Church Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving 13,938   13,938 15,142 

Loose Collections 500   500 398 

Donations 1,129   1,129 2,152 

For Mission 2,195   2,195 1,235 

Tax Refunds 3,728   3,728 4,128 

Legacy Gifts Received     100 

Grants 500   500  

Generated Income Money Raising 4,729   4,729 4,626 

Fees 1,194   1,194 110 

Investment Income 2,429   2,429 2,855 

Other Incoming Resources 68   68 75 

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 30,415   30,415 30,823 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share        

Expenses of Clerics        250 

Other 250    250    

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 3,398   3,398 1,054 

General Parish Expenses 4,016   4,016 1,182 

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 4,506   4,506 4,446 

Maintenance of Property 6,489   6,489 4,900 

Exceptional Expenditure 36,000   36,000  

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish 559   559 203 

Home / World 4,617   4,617 3,636 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments     10,000 

Cost of Money Raising      

Net Transfers to Parish Account 14,968   14,968 14,523 

Total Resources Expended / Payments 74,806   74,806 40,197 

  

Net Movement in Funds -44,391  -44,391 -9,373 

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 172,833 1,316 174,149 183,523 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 128,441 1,316 129,757 174,149 

Current Account 2,542  2,542 4,673 

Deposit Account 28,697 1,316 30,013 9,050 

CCLA Accounts 0  0 6,495 

Virgin Money 22,203  22,203 71,487 

United Trust 75,000  75,000 82,444 



 St Gwynno’s Church, Llanwynno 

The church was opened on Easter Sunday for a 
4pm Holy Eucharist Service. 

The Edward Thomas Awards was once again a 
success with the nominees’ family and friends 
gathered at the church for a short service of 
recognition. 

We had our usual visit from Dr Maddy Grey and 
her band of pilgrims. After having refreshments 
and a short service, they left for their final 
destination of Our Lady at Penrhys. The theme for 
this year’s Flower festival was children’s television 
programmes and it was good to see the windows 
decorated in different ways. Thank you for all the 
hard work carried out preparing and staffing the 
church over the three days.  

In October St. John’s church the Graig, held a 
Murder Mystery evening to raise funds for St. 
Gwynno’s roof. It was held in Christ Church and 
was well supported. 

In November, we were all saddened to hear of the 
passing of a faithful church member and friend, 
Rowland (Roley) Bates. St. Gwynno’s was Roley 
and his late wife Olga’s life, and he left the sum of 
£5,377.03 to the church along with £311.70 
donated by family and friends of both churches in 
lieu of flowers. 

The mystery runner for this year’s Nos Galan was 
Colin Jackson CBE, the former Olympic, 
Commonwealth and World athlete. The support 
runners were Bethan Phillips and Steffan Jones 
from the Aberdare Athletics Club.  Fr Michael led 
the service. 

At the beginning of the year we had confirmation 
that the Listed Places of Worship Roof Fund had 
made an award to replace the roof and overhaul 
the rainwater goods. This grant is £71,900 and will 
cover the majority of the cost to replace the roof.  

Throughout the year the specification was drawn 
up and a faculty to do the work granted. Further 
funding will be investigated early in the new year 
to establish if other works can be carried out at 
the same time as replacing the roof. It is hoped 
that the work will commence in the autumn of 
2016. 

Looking at how to increase the number of people 
visiting and using St Gwynno’s will be an 

important part of securing the future of the 
church in the 21st century. 

 



 Accounts for  St Gwynno’s Church Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving      

Loose Collections      

Donations 681   681 364 

For Mission      

Tax Refunds 34   34 38 

Legacy Gifts Received      

Grants      

Generated Income Money Raising 975   975 1,020 

Fees 2,003   2,003 862 

Investment Income 16   16 17 

Other Incoming Resources 3,668   3,668  

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 7,377   7,377 2,286 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS        

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share        

Expenses of Clerics        

Other        

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 140   140 159 

General Parish Expenses      

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 4,363   4,363 4,008 

Maintenance of Property      

Exceptional Expenditure      

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish      

Home / World     80 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments      

Cost of Money Raising      

Net Transfers to Parish Account      

Total Resources Expended / Payments 4,503   4,503 4,247 

  

Net Movement in Funds 2,874 0 2,874 -1,961 

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 1,919 1,196 3,115 5,077 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 4,794 1,196 5,989 3,115 

Current Account 2,209 1,196 3,405 859 

Deposit Account 2,584  2,584 2,257 

Graveyard Fund  1,196 1,196 1,196 



Beginning at the end of 2014 we increased the 

opening hours of the distribution centre in St 

Luke’s Rhydyfelin from Wednesday morning to 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

afternoons as well. 

This change has meant that it is easier for the 

volunteers, it is not reliant on just one person 

each day, but on several and it is easier for the 

clients and agencies knowing that we are now 

open 5 days a week. 

St Catherine’s Church, in Gelliwastad Road, in the 

centre of Pontypridd has become a distribution 

centre. There is a social enterprise café and we 

are able to offer prepacked parcels for single 

people from there Monday to Friday between 

1.30 and 2.30 pm. This avoids the lunchtime rush 

for the café. Many of the partner agencies are 

located along Gelliwastad Road and some of these 

deal with single people so it has proved a popular 

arrangement. The parcels are all packed in 

Rhydyfelin and then delivered about once a week 

as required. 

Tabernacl in Ynysybwl has not fared as well 

throughout 2015. The number of clients collecting 

parcels has reduced by about a third. The average 

for the whole year is about one voucher per 

week. Whilst this is still a great help to those who 

do collect food from there it will be prudent 

during 2016 to keep things under review and 

consider if the centre is viable or if an alternative 

location would prove more effective. 

The finances prove to be very healthy with regular 

donations being received from individuals and 

occasional donations from churches and other 

organisations. We continue to receive a 30% top 

up from Tesco when we collect in their store. At 

present we do not have a big call on the finances 

of the Foodbank but early 2016 will see the 

appointment of an administrator to help with the 

running of the Foodbank. This will be for 5 hours 

per week over the course of 3 years. This will help 

to build the capacity of the Foodbank and might 

enable us to assist clients with more than just the 

basics of a food parcel. 

We had assistance from 3 groups of pupils from 

Hawthorn High School during the year. Firstly a 

group who were following an alternative 

curriculum in the summer term. During the 

autumn term a group of 9 year 11 pupils came for 

5 weeks to fulfil 10 hours of community service. 

Also during this term 5 year 12 pupils have been 

helping for two hours a week. They need to 

complete 30 hours and so will be returning in 

2016. 

The number of vouchers and people fed grew in 

2015 following a dip in 2014, taking us to just over 

2,000 people fed, or 18,000 meals.  

This is only possible because of the amount of 

food that is given to the Foodbank. In 2015 this 

came to almost 14½ ton of food. Thanks must go 

to everyone who gave whether it was one tin or a 

trolley full. Without the generosity of the public, 

schools, churches, businesses and shoppers we 

would not be able to feed anyone. 

The final thanks go to the many volunteers who 

help, whether every day or week or month or just 

once or twice a year, the dedication and support 

and hard work enables the Foodbank to function 

and meet such a basic need for those in crisis 

within Pontypridd. 

(Kg) 2015 All Time 

Food Donated 14,459 55,307 

Food Distributed 13,856 47,038 



Finances 

 2015 2014 

RECEIPTS   

Donations 5,171 4,684 

Money Raising 63 659 

Total 5,235 5,343 

   

PAYMENTS   

General Expenses 1,128 408 

Property Maintenance 85 420 

Purchase of Food 145  

Capital Payments 1,742 3,298 

Cost of Money Raising 431  

Donation to St Luke’s Church 400  

Total 3,931 4,126 

   

RECEIPTS less PAYMENTS 1,304 1,217 

   

Bank Balance   

1st January 6,137 4,921 

31st December 7,441 6,137 

Vouchers by Crisis Type 

Benefit Changes 54 166 Homeless 

Benefit Delays 263 327 Low Income 

Child Holiday Meals 61 5 Other 

Debt 18 118 Sickness 

Delayed Wages 42 13 Unemployed 

Domestic Violence  71  

Benefit Delays 

Debt 

Low Income 

 Total Fed 

 Adults Fed 

 Vouchers 

 Children Fed 

Yearly Totals 

Today I had to get my first food parcel from the food bank, 

I am so overwhelmed and so grateful for your services. My 

husband was in work. As soon as we are back on our feet 

with money we will definitely be making regular food 

donations to help others who have hit a rough patch like 

ourselves. If a friend didn't tell me about the food bank I 

would have really struggled to provide meals for my 

family this week as my money was put in early for the 

new year without me realising and my husband had to 

pay £200 to a solicitor to cover court costs to see his other 

children. We are so so very grateful for the food and 

service.Thank you, thank you, thank you!!! From one 

happy wife and mother (and expectant mother!) who is 

lucky to be questioning what to make for tea tonight for 

my family! 



Parish Accounts of the former Parish of 
Pontypridd St Matthew & Cilfynydd w 
Llanwynno 

Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving      

Loose Collections      

Donations      

For Mission      

Tax Refunds      

Legacy Gifts Received      

Grants      

Generated Income Money Raising      

Fees      

Investment Income      

Other Incoming Resources 1,208   1,208  

Net Transfers from church Accounts (note 1) -982  -982  

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 226   226  

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share (note 2) 1,613    1,613    

Expenses of Clerics         

Other         

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services      

General Parish Expenses      

Church Property Maintenance of Churches      

Maintenance of Property 645   645  

Exceptional Expenditure      

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish      

Home / World      

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments      

Cost of Money Raising      

Total Resources Expended / Payments 2,258   2,258  

  

Net Movement in Funds -2,031  -2,031  

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 2,031  2,031  

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 0  0  

Current Accounts (note 3) 0  0  

Note 1 This is the final balance transferred to St Luke Cilfynydd and Christ church. 
Note 2 This is the balance of the parish share not shown in  St Luke Cilfynydd and Christ church. 
Note 3 This account has no further function and was closed prior to the end of the year. 



Parish Accounts  (inc the former Parish of 
Glyntaff, Rhydyfelin & the Graig) 

Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

Total 
2014 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving      

Loose Collections     39 

Donations 140   140 80 

For Mission     174 

Tax Refunds      

Legacy Gifts Received      

Grants      

Generated Income Money Raising      

Fees      

Investment Income      

Other Incoming Resources 2,501   2,501 2,346 

Net Transfers from church Accounts 43,614  43,614 36,946 

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 46,255   46,255 39,585 

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share 33,480    33,480 34,021 

Expenses of Clerics 3,497    3,497 2,507 

Other 2,107    2,107 247 

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 25   25 97 

General Parish Expenses 1,679   1,679 618 

Church Property Maintenance of Churches      

Maintenance of Property      

Exceptional Expenditure      

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish 1,598   1,598 90 

Home / World 50   50 415 

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments 501   501  

Cost of Money Raising 20   20 20 

Total Resources Expended / Payments 42,957   42,957 38,014 

  

Net Movement in Funds 3,294  3,294 1,571 

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 6,984  6,984 5,413 

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 10,278  10,278 6,984 

Current Accounts 10,278  10,278 6,984 



Combined Accounts for   
the Parish of Pontypridd 

Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

Total 

All Funds 

 

INCOMING RESOURCES / RECEIPTS         

Voluntary Income Planned Giving 108,392   108,392  

Loose Collections 15,210   15,210  

Donations 48,530 6,144 54,674  

For Mission 6,477 720 7,197  

Tax Refunds 29,839  29,839  

Legacy Gifts Received 5,000  5,000  

Grants 119,066 23,020 142,086  

Generated Income Money Raising 57,964  57,964  

Fees 5,956  5,956  

Investment Income 4,594 9 4,603  

Other Incoming Resources 13,315   13,315  

Total Incoming Resources / Receipts 458,689 29,893 488,582  

  

RESOURCES EXPENDED / PAYMENTS         

Support for 
Ministry 

Parish Share 110,873   110,873   

Expenses of Clerics 11,724   11,724   

Other 2,557   2,557   

Parish Activities Maintenance of Services 10,64   10,64  

General Parish Expenses 25,071 35,339 60,410  

Church Property Maintenance of Churches 64,809   64,809  

Maintenance of Property 21,536 165 21,701  

Exceptional Expenditure 105,672  105,672  

Grants for 
Financial Support 

Parish 12,999 8,495 21,494  

Home / World 12,042 961 13,003  

Other Resources 
Expended 

Capital Payments 2,243   2,243  

Cost of Money Raising 13,096  13,096  

Total Resources Expended / Payments 437,645 44,960 482,605  

  

Net Movement in Funds 21,044 -15,067 5,977  

Transfers between Funds     

Balance Brought Forward (1 January) 414,539 29,557 444,096  

  

Balance Carried Forward (31 December) 435,330 15,687 451,016  

Current Accounts 130,818 12,571 143,389  

Deposit Accounts 304,513 1,800 306,313  

Term Deposits     

This report was agreed by the PCC and signed on its behalf 
 
Fr Michael Gable        Date 14th March 2016 
Chairman 




